
HARRIS – The Center for 
Discovery (TCFD) hosted 
a large-scale, multi-agency 
search and rescue drill on 
Saturday, September 20, 
bringing together first re-
sponders and law enforce-
ment representatives from 
across Sullivan County and 
New York State. The train-
ing, the first of its kind in 
the region, focused on the 
dangers of, and response 
to, elopement, particularly 
among vulnerable popula-
tions such as individuals 
with Autism Spectrum Dis-

order (ASD) and other com-
plex medical needs.

Participating agencies 
included the Hurleyville 
and Monticello Fire De-
partments; Sullivan Coun-
ty Bureau of Fire; Sullivan 
County Bureau of EMS; 
New York State Police, with 
drone and K-9 units; Sulli-
van County Sheriff’s Office, 
with drone and K-9 “Coun-
try”; Sullivan County Office 
of Emergency Management 
and Commissioner of Pub-
lic Safety; Sullivan County 
911 Dispatch; and TCFD’s 

own security and emergen-
cy teams.

The drill simulated three 
separate elopement scenar-
ios in which “Max,” a fic-
tional individual, left a cam-
pus location. Responders 
deployed multiple resourc-
es to locate him, including 
drones, K-9s, foot search 
teams, and Project Lifesaver 
technology. In one scenario, 
a drone broadcast a record-
ed message from “Max’s” 
mother encouraging him to 
return to rescuers - testing 
innovative ways to engage 

individuals in real-world 
situations.

“This exercise showcased 
an unparalleled collabora-
tion amongst stakeholders 
from all disciplines with 
a singular focus: pub-
lic safety,” said Scott F. 
Schulte, CEM, Sullivan 
County’s Commissioner of 
Public Safety. “The coordi-
nated work by local, County, 
State, and private partners 
utilized first-hand experi-
ence, professional first re-
sponders, Unmanned Air-
craft Systems, police K-9s, 
Project Lifesaver, off-grid 
mesh radios, and situation-
al awareness technology to 
test and stress our capabili-
ties to ensure this County is 
at the forefront of high-risk 
elopement response. Cer-
tainly this could not have 
happened without the advo-
cacy and support from The 
Center for Discovery, and 
all of the participants have 
expressed interest in seeing 
this type of exercise become 
a regular occurrence.”

To strengthen realism, role 
players included “Max’s 

mother,” who arrived on 
scene to provide informa-
tion and interact with the 
command post. This added 
dimension allowed agencies 
to practice both field oper-
ations and sensitive fami-
ly communications under 
pressure.

“This was an incredible 
collaboration between our 
staff and first responders 
at the town, county, and 
state level,” said Dr. Terry 
Hamlin, TCFD President & 
CEO. “Together, we tested 

critical strategies that will 
help save lives in real-world 
emergencies. Everyone in-
volved walked away having 
learned something valu-
able.”

The exercise was spear-
headed by Co-Assistant 
Chief of Operations for The 
Center for Discovery, Devin 
Brust, Sullivan County 
Commissioner of Public 
Safety, Scott F. Schulte, and 
Corporal Charles Stack-
house of the Sullivan Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office.

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – The 
“Love Our Land” parade 
and protest in Hurleyville 
on September 21 was a huge 
success according to Moun-
tain Dale farmer Brett Bud-
de, one of the organizers of 
the event.

The parade, which Mr. 
Budde estimated drew about 
350 people to the hamlet, 
was sponsored by the Falls-
burg Coalition for Sustain-
able Growth, “a grassroots 
movement of concerned cit-
izens working to protect the 
rural nature of Fallsburg and 
[its] water.”

HURLEYVILLE – The 
Kiwanis Club of Woodridge 
invites you to join in the fun 
at “The Great Autumn Brain-
off” (A Pre-Holiday Trivia 
Showdown) on Saturday, 
November 8, from 1 – 4 p.m. 
at Casa Mia Restaurant, 205 
Main St., Hurleyville, NY 
(doors open at Noon).

Come enjoy an afternoon 
of trivia, fun, laughter, raffles, 
prizes, and a delicious lunch. 
Advance reservations are re-
quired; seating is limited. 

Admission is $30 per per-
son, and includes food and 
beverages, as well as entry 
in the drawing for a fabulous 
Door Prize. Raffles and 50/50 
tickets are extra.

Proceeds will benefit chil-

dren throughout the Falls-
burg Central School District, 
which encompasses portions 
of the Towns of Fallsburg, 
Liberty, Neversink, and 
Thompson.

For questions or further 
info, please contact Deb Ja-
cobsen at 845-798-8795, or 
Diane Garritt at 845-866-
3204.

To be sure you have a seat, 
please mail payment, to be 
received no later than Octo-
ber 20, 2025, payable to: Ki-
wanis of Woodridge, PO Box 
722, Woodridge, NY  12789. 
Please include the name(s) at-
tending, phone #, email, and 
total amount enclosed.

Hope to see you at Casa 
Mia on November 8!

HURLEYVILLE – This 
October, the Hurleyville Per-
forming Arts Centre (HPAC) 
invites you to enter a world 
of dark decadence and surreal 
spectacle with Carlirium: A 
Haunted Carnival Cabaret. 

At 8 p.m. on Friday, Octo-
ber 10, the Grand Ballroom at 
HPAC will transform into the 
fever dream of an abandoned 
antique carnival, where desire 
and illusion teeter on a knife’s 
edge.

Featuring the world-class 
talents of Diiiotima Arts, 
Carlirium is not your average 
burlesque. This high-art, the-
atrically macabre production 
combines burlesque, circus 
sideshows, daring stunts, and 
spine-tingling performances 
in a lush, immersive setting. 
Expect sultry silhouettes, 
shimmering costumes, and 
a tantalizing descent into the 
surreal.

“This is a one-of-a-kind 

experience that pushes the 
boundaries of performance 
art,” said Lourdesa Hunt, 
Director of Development at 
HPAC. “Carlirium is a feast 
for the senses, blending the 
eerie and the elegant in a 
way that will leave audiences 
spellbound.”

Carlirium is a must-see for 
fans of the macabre, the the-
atrical, and the extraordinary. 
Don’t miss your chance to 
step into this haunted carnival 
and experience a night of un-
forgettable performances.

Event Details:
• Date: Friday, October 10
• Time: 8 p.m.
• Location: The Grand 

Ballroom at HPAC, 219 Main 
Street, Hurleyville

• Tickets: $30 (Available 
now at HPACNY.org)

• Age Restriction: 18+
• Additional Info: Cash bar 

and bar bites available. Tick-
ets will not be sold at the door.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Participants gather following the first-of-its-kind search and rescue drill at The Center for 
Discovery.

PHOTO PROVIDED
TCFD President and CEO, Dr. Terry Hamlin addresses the 
participants at the Michael Ritchie Big Barn in Hurleyville

Covering Main Street and Beyond.
VOLUME 1. HURLEYVILLE, SULLIVAN COUNTY, N.Y. | DECEMBER 2016 NUMBER 7.

BASKETBALLLOVE OUR LAND
 VOLUME 10.	 HURLEYVILLE, SULLIVAN COUNTY, N.Y. | OCTOBER 2025	 NUMBER 10.

A Haunted Carnival 
Cabaret Comes to HPAC

Trivia Showdown 
at Casa Mia

SEARCH & RESCUE TCFD Hosts First-of-Its-Kind Drill

PARADE FOR A CAUSE DRAWS CROWD

PHOTO PROVIDED

Mr. Budde called the af-
ternoon “an opportunity to 
demonstrate our communi-
ty’s strength.”

Following a brief but spir-
ited parade, replete with 
banners, drum music and 
stilt walkers, Mr. Budde ad-
dressed the crowd, which had 
assembled at the entrance to 
the municipal parking lot on 
the east side of Main Street.

“I’m here because I want 
to show our community that 
we have agency—the agency 
to change the future,” he an-

nounced. “As I go around in 
this community talking about 
public safety, water and over-
development, I feel a plague 
of hopelessness. People think 
we need to move mountains, 
but we don’t. All we need is 
for our town to prioritize the 
well-being of residents and 
visitors, to make sure that 
developers pay their fair way 
and that we’re not subsidiz-

ing their projects.”
Mr. Budde credited the 

success of the parade to the 
efforts of “volunteers and 
community members who 
came forward to make it 
possible.” He said the strong 
turnout for the event was a 
“sign we’re saying yes to our 
community, our residents, 
visitors and first responders.”

Mr. Budde said that while 
the town of Fallsburg was 
the Coalition’s main con-
cern, many other communi-
ties in Sullivan County are 

facing the same problems 
overdevelopment and lack of 
accountability have caused 
here.

“The environment and 
public health—that’s what 
we’re out here for,” he told 
the assembly. “Some would 
like to make it about some-
thing else, but these are sim-
ple requests that any govern-
ment body should say yes to. 

Say yes to our environment. 
Say yes to public health. Say 
yes to our future.”

For more information about 
the Fallsburg Coalition for 
Sustainable Growth and future 
events, visit the organization’s 
website, fallsburgcoalition.
org. Accompanying photos by 
Drue Pennella of Pure Motion 
Pictures, provided to The Hur-
leyville Sentinel by Brett Budde.



KS: When you first 
start the challenge, the pres-
sure feels crazy but as I get 
into the piece the pressure 
helps me focus more.

LBL: The three-member 
team you compete with on 
the show calls itself Oven 
Coven. How do the produc-
ers of the show determine 
the teams?  

KS: I’m not totally sure 
how they picked the teams 
…it is always fun to get 
to work with new people 
though.

LBL: We know you grew 
up locally in Liberty. How 
long have you been making 
your master-level designed 
cakes? 

KS: I have been working 
with cake and decorating for 
about 15 years now!

LBL: Did you have any 
schooling for cake design?  

KS: No, I just wanted 
to try so one day I said I 
can do that and taught my-
self.   By freeze framing the 
cake show on TV to see 
what products they were us-
ing and then went out and 
bought the products and I 
started play with the prod-
ucts. A year and a half later 
I became a master level cake 
artist 

LBL: How many doves 
have you hand-painted 
around the county?  

KS: I have painted and 
designed 16 and a half of the 
Sullivan County Doves. 

LBL: Are you working on 
any more local doves?

KS: I may have one more 
coming to me. 

LBL: How long does it 
take you to paint a dove?

KS: It can take me about 
a month to finish a Dove, 
depending on details …
some take longer and some 
slightly shorter. The Parks-
ville Dove took me about 
3  months, but that one had 
so many details on it.

LBL: A few months back, 
John Conway, the editor of 
the Hurlevyille Sentinel, 
hired you to design a cake 
for the commemoration of 
the 250th anniversary of the 
Revolutionary War’s start. 
Mr. Conway was thrilled 
with how it turned out! Can 
you tell us a little bit about 
that cake?  

KS: The cake was about 
Paul Revere‘s last ride. I had 
to take some creative licens-
es with this Cake because 
I needed to establish some 
perspective to tell the story.

LBL: If people would like 
to contact you about making 
a custom cake, how do they 
reach you?  

KS: They can go to my 
website  www.cakesbykim-
simons.com  or text me @ 
201-655-1158

Ms. Simons was at the 
Sullivan County Museum’s 
book fair in Hurleyville last 
June with her cookbook. 
Copies of it are available for 
sale there.  

Halloween Wars, Season 
15 premiered on the Food 
Network on Sunday, Sep-
tember 21. If you didn’t 
catch it then, there’s plenty 
of time to catch up on de-
mand before the finale.  

Good luck to the team 
Oven Coven!

H U R L E Y V I L L E —
Award winning artist Kim 
Simons grew up in Liberty 
and attended SUNY Sulli-
van. Although her Sullivan 
County roots are deep, and 
she has long been known 
locally as a talented artist, 
her fame has been spreading 
far and wide for some time 
now. Sentinel correspon-
dent Lily Barrish Levner sat 
down with Ms. Simons for a 
Q&A last month…

 
LBL: We’ve seen you on 

the Food Network before, 
and on Hulu’s Cake Toppers 
last year. How many cook-
ing shows have you been on 
to date? 

KS: I have been on 11 
different cake competitions 
so far. Sugar Dome, Out-
rageous Wedding Cakes 
2, Duff till Dawn, Cake 
Wars Star Wars, Cake Wars 

Christmas, Holiday Wars, 
Cakealikes, Halloween 
Wars, Big Bake, Cake Top-
pers and again on Hallow-
een Wars.

LBL: Congratulations 
on winning first place two 
times! Which shows were 
those?

KS: Cake Wars Star Wars 
(2016) and Holiday Wars 
(2019).

LBL: You were on Hal-
loween Wars, Season 11; 
how did it feel to be invited 
back? 

KS: I was so happy to be 
asked back …this is my fa-
vorite show to complete in. I 
love Halloween Wars!

LBL: How does the pres-
sure from the cameras and 
the clock affect your cook-
ing?  
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FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

Derechos are rare but 
powerful storms that ac-
cording to AccuWeather 
can “unleash straight-line 
winds, flooding rain, and 
damage across hundreds of 
miles in just hours.”

According to Wikipedia, 
“a derecho is a widespread, 
long-lived, straight line 
wind storm that is asso-
ciated with a fast-moving 
complex of severe thunder-
storms referred to as a me-
soscale convective system.”

The word derecho comes 
from the Spanish word for 
straight or direct.

Derchos are not your av-
erage storm. They can oc-
cur any time of the year, 
although they are mostly a 
warm weather phenome-
non, primarily developing 
in June, July and August in 
the Northern Hemisphere 
and in March, April and 
may in the Southern Hemi-
sphere. They are equally 
likely to occur during the 
day or the night.

Derechos can cause hur-
ricane force winds, heavy 
rains, and flash floods. 

However, unlike a tornado, 
which is a “twister” there is 
no rotation to a derecho. 

The word was first used in 
the American Meteorologi-
cal Journal in 1888 by Gus-
tavus Detlef Hinrichs, who 
wrote a paper describing 
the phenomenon based on 
a significant derecho event 
that crossed Iowa on July 
31, 1877.

Wikipedia notes that in 
New York State, the La-
bor Day, 1998 derecho was 
particularly devastating, 
causing widespread dam-
age across northern and 
central New York. Wind 
gusts in that storm reached 
up to 115 mph. the event 
resulted in signigicant inju-
ries and deaths, with many 
homes and trees destroyed. 
The State declared states of 
emergency in several coun-
ties due to the severe weath-
er.

John “the Weatherman” Si-
mon writes a regular column 
on weather for The Sentinel. 
He lives in Hurleyville.

Fallsburg CSD to Host Fall Family Engagement Day

Fallsburg Hosts SGA 
and National Honor Society 

Ceremonies

Monticello’s Cooke and Rutherford Schools Win Awards 
Empowering a Healthier Generation Celebration 

and Awards Ceremony

Monticello Kiwanis 
Annual Fundraising Dinner

LIBERTY-- Sullivan 180 
hosted the Empowering a 
Healthier Generation (EHG) 
Celebration last month at 
Bethel Woods Center for the 
Arts. The event recognized 
the health and wellness ac-
complishments of Sullivan 
County public schools and 
marked the conclusion of 
this round of EHG Compe-
tition. The evening also fea-
tured a special recognition of 
Dr. Robert Dufour, Sullivan 
BOCES Superintendent, on 
the occasion of his upcom-
ing retirement. 

George L. Cooke Elemen-
tary (Monticello) received 
the First Place $75,000 
Healthier Generation Com-
petition Award. The Sec-
ond Place $50,000 Award 
to Kenneth L. Rutherford 
Elementary (Monticello). 
Judge’s Choice Awards in 
the amount of $5,000 and 
$10,000, respectively, went 
to Eldred Junior Senior High 
and Rockland Middle/ High 
School, formerly Livingston 
Manor. In addition, Turtle 
Awards of $500 each were 
presented to schools and 
staff advancing wellness in 
several areas

• Connection to Nature: 
George L. Cooke Elemen-
tary (Monticello) and Rock-
land Middle  High School in 
Livingston Manor

• Mental Health: Fallsburg 
JSHS and Kenneth L. Ruth-
erford Elementary (Monti-
cello)

• Nutrition: Liberty Ele-
mentary and Rockland CSD, 
formerly Livingston Manor 
CSD 

• Physical Activity: Sul-
livan BOCES and Sullivan 
West Elementary

 Special honors included: 
Both Grant Project of the 
Year and Committee of the 
Year to Liberty Elementa-
ry (Alicia Houghtaling and 
Mayer Bayer), HG Advisor 
of the Year to Kelly Pratcsh-
ler (Eldred JSHS). New this 
year, Champion for Wellness 
awards went to Jan LeMyre 
(Rockland CSD), Monti-
cello and Rockland Facili-
ties teams, Fallsburg JHSH 
Hope Squad, Monticello’s 
Robert J. Kaiser Middle 
School’s Spartan Club, and 
Monticello High School stu-
dent Celeste D’Andrea.

 “What we are seeing 
now is so much more than 
programs and projects, it’s 
transformation,” said Mea-
ghan Mullally-Gorr, Sulli-
van 180 Director of Health 
& Wellness. “Over the past 
two years, our Healthier 
Generation Advisors and 
school communities have 
gone deeper, embedding 
wellness into the culture of 
their schools. This work is 

MONTICELLO-- The 
Kiwanis Club of Monti-
cello is once more making 
their Annual Bernie Shore/
Rose Raimond Fundrais-
ing Dinner available at 
a time of one’s choos-
ing from Yanni’s Café on 
Pleasant Street in Mon-
ticello.  Tickets are $30 
each, which entitles the 
buyer to dinner choices of 
Roast Beef or Hot Turkey 
Platter, Grilled Tilapia Fi-
let,  Grilled Chicken Plat-
ter, Gyro or Falafel  Platter 
or Vegetarian Platter.  In-
cluded are choices of soup 
or salad as well as two side 
dishes.  Dinners can be so-
cially distant “eat in” or 
“take out” at the window 
by ordering ahead at 845-
794-2044.  

Tickets must be pur-
chased in advance and 
are valid currently until 
December 31, 2025. They 

are available by contact-
ing a Monticello Kiwanis 
member or by mailing a 
check made out to Kiwan-
is Club of Monticello, P.O. 
Box 413, Monticello, NY 
12701.

All proceeds bene-
fit local charitable proj-
ects  helping the Kiwanis 
Club fulfill their mission 
of “serving the children 
of the world,  one child 
and  one community at a 
time”, including aiding 
foster children, working 
with United Way to col-
lect food baskets for holi-
day distribution, providing 
books for second graders 
and sponsoring scholar-
ships for Monticello High 
School seniors .  

For further information 
on obtaining tickets, con-
tact Marvin Rappaport at 
845-701-1655.

FALLSBURG – The Fall-
sburg Central School District 
is excited to announce that 
they will be hosting their Fall 
Family Engagement Day on 
Saturday, November 15, 2025 
from 11:00am to 2:00pm at 
the Fallsburg Junior-Senior 
High School. All are welcome 
to attend the free-of-charge 
event, which will include live 
music, fun games for the chil-
dren, food, and raffle prizes! 
There will also be a clothing 
drive and community orga-
nizations providing informa-

tional resources. 
Free transportation by Roll-

ing V Transportation Ser-
vices will be provided for this 
event. Here are the following 
pick-up times and locations: 

Bus One
10:15 a.m.: Mountaindale 

Post Office
10:30 a.m.: Woodridge 

Town Hall
10:45 a.m.: Woodbourne 

Fireman’s Parking Lot
2:00 p.m: Drop-Off – Re-

turn in opposite direction

Bus Two
10:00 a.m.: Loch Sheldrake 

Municipal Parking Lot
10:15 a.m.: Hurleyville 

Post Office
10:30 a.m.: Laurel Avenue 

by Apartments
10:40 a.m.: Griff Court
10:50 a.m.: Main Street 

Houses in South Fallsburg
2:00 p.m.: Drop-Off – Re-

turn in opposite direction
For more information about 

the event, please visit the dis-
trict’s website at www.falls-
burgcsd.net.

FALLSBURG – On Sep-
tember 18, Fallsburg Ju-
nior-Senior High School 
hosted its annual induction 
ceremony for the Nation-
al Honor Society (NHS) 
and National Junior Hon-
or Society (NJHS), along 
with the swearing-in of 
the newly elected Student 
Government Association 
(SGA) officers. 

The newly elected SGA 
Executive Officers are: 
President Jaecob Espino-
za, Vice President Carmen 
Montes, Treasurer Jaxon 
Ingber, Secretary Sophia 
Jacobs, and Chief Justice 
Andrew Bensimon.

Class Officers for 2025–
2026 are as follows:

Class of 2026: President 
Azon Laurel, Vice Pres-
ident Brian Ingber, Trea-
surer Angelina Alvarado, 
Secretary Jaxon Ingber.

Class of 2027: President 
Nahomy Castro More-
no, Vice President Nataly 
Reyes, Treasurer Abigail 
Toledo, Secretary Fatou-
mata Gai.

Class of 2028: President 
Shiv Patel, Vice President 
Layla Hermann, Treasurer 
Dayana Mendoza Gallo, 
Secretary Camdyn Hoe-
fling.

Class of 2029: President 
Jack Bensimon, Vice Pres-
ident Maria Nardi, Trea-
surer Katherine Juarez 
Cadena, Secretary Samuel 
Vega Rosales.

Class of 2030: Presi-
dent Holly Surerus, Vice 
President Khloe Jordy, 
Treasurer Claudia Smith, 
Secretary Ervin Ponce 
Hernandez.

Class of 2031: President 
Arayaah-Laurice Irby, 
Vice President Annabella 
Vence-Urquiza, Treasurer 
Hayden Atkins, Secretary 
Awa Gai.

The 2025 National Ju-
nior Honor Society induct-
ees: Yasmina Aquil, Bri-
anny Argueta Hernandez, 
Yasmina Bache-Seraphin, 
Jack Bensimon, Nyona 
Bolding, Franco DiCos-
tanzo, George Di Napoli, 
Niylah Emptage, Janary 
Fuentes Ardon, Leily 
Garcia Menjivar, Charlie 
Giron Saravia, Genesis 
Gonzales Alverez, Sonja 
Henry, David Hernandez 
Martinez, Carsyn Hoe-
fling, Khloe Jordy, Emily 
Mackerley, Margie Madrid 
Castro, Carlos Mazariego 
Pena, Reja Meer, 

Nelcy Orellana Mejia, 
Ariel Payne, Alexandra 
Reyes Lopez, Genesis 
Reyes-Robles, Malika Riv-
ers, Leon Rodriguez-Mo-
rales, Leonardo Rojas, 
Jessica Saciolo, Anthony 
Santos Morales, Daylin 
Sierra Lizama, Claudia 
Smith, Zhara Snead, Holly 
Surerus, Ambar Vasquez, 
Joshua Velazquez, Jaylisa 
Williams, Heaven Wil-
son, and Allison Yautentzi 
Reyes.

The 2025 National Hon-
or Society inductees: Juli-
ana Barreto, Edison Bas-
tidas Avendano, Emina 
Cenovic, Jordyn Cerone, 
Carissa Ciorciari, Jonathan 
Dias Paredes, Ashleigh 
Fuentes Ardon, Fatouma-
ta Gai, Riley Gorr, Alison 
Granados-Fuentes, Hennis 
Gutierres-Padilla, Chanel 
Han, Adryana Kozachuk, 
John Landaverde Rodri-
guez, Tiffany Maccagli, 
Conner McManus, Jozyr 
McNeil, Heysel Mejia 
Corcio, Eric Moocz, Alis-
son Moreno Rocha, Daya-
na Murillo Madrid, Robert 
Perrera, Efrain Rodriguez, 
Allison Rojas, Abigail To-
ledo, Alisha Tremper, and 
Peyton Varner.

DERECHO
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Typical damage from a Derecho storm.
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LOCAL ARTIST GOES TO WAR
Halloween Wars on the Food Network

Q&A with Kim Simons
not only changing policies 
and practices, but also cre-
ating real, lasting change for 
students, families, and by 
extension the entire Sullivan 
County community.”

Each school district pre-
sented on their work, high-
lighting projects such as 
outdoor classrooms, com-
posting, expanded physical 
activity, healthy food access, 
and social-emotional learn-
ing initiatives.

“This is an ongoing effort, 
slow and steady, not unlike 
the turtle winning the race,” 
said Sandra Gerry, Founding 
Chair of Sullivan 180. “Cel-
ebrations such as this eve-
ning remind us of the prog-
ress we are making, together, 
on behalf of our children and 
their future.” 

 Turtle Awards were spon-
sored by local businesses 

and organizations includ-
ing Hudson Valley Credit 
Union; John H. Eschenberg, 
Inc.; M & T Bank; Poley 
Paving & Construction Cor-
poration; Rourke Law; Sulli-
van County Democrat; 98.3 
WSUL Heart-A-Thon. Do-
nations received during the 
2025 “Hudson Valley Gives” 
campaign also contributed to 
the Turtle Awards. 

Empowering a Healthier 
Generation is a school-based 
initiative offered by Sullivan 
180 in partnership with Sul-
livan County public schools. 
The goal is to create a grass-
roots movement that will 
change policy and environ-
ments, while demonstrating 
that individuals and fami-
lies have an important role 
to play in building a culture 
of health for themselves and 
the next generation.



MONTICELLO – Octo-
ber is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, and 
Fearless! Hudson Valley 
invites the community to 
experience the powerful 
impact of the Clothesline 
Project on Thursday, Octo-
ber 9th, from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the Sullivan Coun-
ty Government Center in 
Monticello.

This year marks the 35th 
anniversary of the Clothes-
line Project, which be-
gan in 1990 when a small 
group of women in Cape 
Cod transformed statistics 
into stories by creating a 
visual display of t-shirts 
designed by survivors of 
intimate partner violence or 
their loved ones. What be-
gan with just 31 shirts has 
grown into a powerful in-
ternational movement, with 
more than 500 projects and 
tens of thousands of shirts 
displayed worldwide. Here 
in the Hudson Valley, Fear-
less! has been hosting the 
Clothesline Project for 20 
years, and over that time, 
our agency has collected 
and displayed more than 
600 shirts, each represent-
ing the voice and story of a 
survivor or their loved one.

The Clothesline Project 
provides a space where 
survivors and families can 
break the silence, honor 

victims, and transform pain 
into resilience and hope. 
Each shirt is a testament to 
survival, remembrance, and 
the urgent need for change.

“Every shirt on the line 
represents a life impacted 
by violence,” said Kellyann 
Kostyal-Larrier, Executive 
Director of Fearless! Hud-
son Valley. “When we walk 
the line together, we bear 
witness, raise awareness, 
and recommit ourselves to 
building a future free from 
violence.”

Event Details:
What: Clothesline Project 

Display
When: Thursday, October 

9th, 2025, from 10 AM – 3 PM
Where: Sullivan Coun-

ty Government Center, 100 
North St, Monticello, NY

Why: To raise awareness, 
celebrate survivors, and unite 
against domestic violence 
during Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month.

Fearless! encourages 
community members to 
visit the display, reflect 
on the stories represented, 
and stand in solidarity with 
survivors across Sullivan 
County and beyond. For 
more information about 
any of our seven Clothes-
line Projects or education 
workshops happening in 
October, please visit: fear-
lesshv.org/dvam

NARROWSBURG – The 
Upper Delaware Council 
(UDC) publicly dedicated 
a first-ever plaque to hon-
or former U.S. Congress-
man Matt McHugh that 
now overlooks the Upper 
Delaware Scenic and Rec-
reational River that his vi-
sionary legislation protect-
ed 47 years ago.

The September 26 un-
veiling ceremony held at 
the Big Eddy Observa-
tion Deck on Main Street 
in Narrowsburg may be 
viewed at https://bit.ly/
McHughPlaque (approxi-
mately 26 minutes.)

The 16” by 22” bronze 
and gold-etched plaque 
includes a period photo of 
The Honorable Matthew 
F. McHugh, United States 
House of Representatives, 
with an inscription that 
reads, “In 1978, Congress-
man McHugh (NY) exhib-
ited foresight and leader-
ship to sponsor the federal 
legislation to designate the 
Upper Delaware River in 
New York and Pennsylva-
nia as a component of the 
National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System to ensure 
its protection in perpetu-
ity through a cooperative 
management partnership, 
dedicated by the Upper 

Delaware Council, Inc.”
UDC Executive Director 

Laurie Ramie introduced 
Marvin Rappaport, who 
served as Chief of Staff to 
Rep. McHugh from 1975 
to 1979, during the time 
that the 18-year Member 
of Congress authored the 
carefully crafted legisla-
tion to add 73.4-miles of 
the Upper Delaware River 
from Hancock, NY to Mill 
Rift, PA to the National 
Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System.

It was Mr. Rappaport’s 
oral history interview with 
McHugh, 86, who current-
ly resides in northern Vir-
ginia, that he presented at 
the UDC’s April 3, 2025 
monthly meeting (watch at 
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCSUPEIOP2o-
qoO7I_1AdJgXg) which 
inspired this project.

In a letter read by Mr. 
Rappaport, Rep. McHugh 
said in part, “From the 
outset, my bill was bless-
ed with invaluable support 
[mentioning federal and 
state agency staff, Sul-
livan County native Mr. 
Rappaport, Congressmen 
Ben Gilman (NY) and Joe 
McDade (PA), and the rel-
evant House subcommit-
tee]. Prior to our bill, the 

National Park Service had 
exclusive authority for 
managing protected river 
corridors, an arrangement 
strongly opposed by many 
of my constituents. To-
day, almost 50 years after 
passage of the legislation, 
we can truly celebrate the 
success of our precedent 
setting, cooperative effort. 
The special qualities of 
our Upper Delaware Riv-
er corridor have been pro-
tected, and will continue 
to be protected, because 

of the close cooperation of 
the National Park Service 
with our local and regional 
interests in implementing 
our legislation. I am hope-
ful that the success of our 
joint effort will be a tem-
plate for national legisla-
tion going forward. Thank 
you again for recognizing 
my contributions. It means 
a great deal to me and my 
family.”

Upper Delaware Scenic 
and Recreational River 
Natural and Cultural Re-

sources Program Manager 
Tom Kearns spoke on be-
half of the National Park 
Service (NPS), pointing 
out that “the Upper Dela-
ware is distinguished by its 
cooperative management 
model ... [working] in part-
nership with local commu-
nities, private landowners, 
the Upper Delaware Coun-
cil, and state and federal 
agencies to steward these 
resources together.”

Mr. Kearns referred to 
the river’s protection as “a 
shared passion and a shared 
responsibility”, adding that 
the NPS is humbled to be 
part of the legacy created 
by Congressman McHugh 
to safeguard this remark-
able river.

Due to the UDC 
non-profit organization’s 
financial deficit challenges 
caused by flat federal fund-
ing and no state operating 
aid allocations since 1988, 
Ms. Ramie said that fund-
raising was critical to mak-
ing this project possible.

“Fortunately, we have a 
steadfast champion in Na-
dia Rajsz, chairperson of 
the Sullivan County Leg-

islature and the UDC’s 
delegate for the Town of 
Lumberland; and received 
a gracious private donation 
from Narrowsburg resi-
dent Devin Corrigan as fa-
cilitated by UDC Town of 
Tusten Alternate Cathleen 
Breen,” Ms. Ramie said.

Ms. Rajsz remarked, 
“Congressman McHugh 
was truly ahead of his time, 
a real visionary. Today we 
have a thriving recreation-
al area and benefit from 
its economy. The river is a 
gem. Thank you to Marvin 
for helping to memorialize 
the Congressman’s initia-
tive.”

Observing the contrib-
utor’s recognition name-
plate, Mr. Corrigan said, 
“Having my name next to 
this Congressman on this 
plaque actually brings a 
tear to my eye. I’m very 
happy to be a part of this 
legacy that’s going on. 
Good things are coming!”

The Tusten Town Board 
had approved the plaque’s 
installation on a planter at 
the Big Eddy Observation 
Deck, as facilitated by Su-
pervisor Ben Johnson and 
on-site project liaisons 
Deputy Supervisor Jane 
Luchsinger and Council-
woman Cass Collins, who 
each spoke, along with 
Trout Unlimited Upper 
Delaware Chapter Presi-
dent and former Town of 
Highland Supervisor and 
UDC Representative Andy 
Boyar.

The Sept. 26 ceremony 
ended with a round of ap-
plause to share with Con-
gressman McHugh on the 
video recorded by NPS 
Upper Delaware Visu-
al Information Specialist 
Jasmine Leung, as partic-
ipants took a photo with 
the plaques designed by 
Dorene Warner from W 
Design in Barryville and 
installed without charge 
by general contractor Tom 
Coacci, before everyone 
was invited to a celebra-
tory luncheon at the UDC 
office.

Visit www.upperdela-
warecouncil.org, its Face-
book and Instagram pages 
and YouTube channel to 
learn more about the Coun-
cil’s history and activities.
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PRIMETIMERS HONOR PAULA SCHROEDER
40th Anniversary Luncheon

by Lily Barrish Levner

HURLEYVILLE – Last 
month the PrimeTimers 
packed Casa Mia restaurant 
in Hurleyville to celebrate 
their 40th anniversary and 
recognized the hard work 
of their long-standing presi-
dent, Paula Schroeder. 

Only the second presi-
dent the group has ever had, 
Ms. Schroaeder has been in 
charge of the PrimeTimers 
for the past 18 years. Cur-
rent member, Judy Cutler’s 
mother started PrimeTimers 
in October of 1985. Martha 
Cutler approached Rabbi 
Polanski, the Temple’s rab-
bi at the time, about plan-
ning something for seniors 
who didn’t drive at night. 
From there, PrimeTimers 
began. 

Today, there are currently 
about 150 members, and the 
dues have never increased 
from the original $10 an-
nual price. Meetings and 
programs are held during 

the summer on weekdays 
at Temple Sholom in Mon-
ticello. 

“PrimeTimers is a good 
thing, and keeps the temple 
going. Without PrimeTim-
ers, the temple would have 
a real hard time staying 
alive. People can’t imagine 
the work Paula puts into 
it,” said her husband, Phil 
Schroeder. 

“PrimeTimers certainly 
keeps the temple afloat,” 
said Howie Perlman, a 
trustee of Temple Sholom. 

The first bus trip went to 
a Jewish museum in New 
York City. With the profits 
from that trip, the Prime-
Timers were able to fix up 
the kitchen and buy a micro-
wave for the temple. Now 
there are three bus trips of-
fered each year. In July, Ms. 
Schroeder organizes a card/
mahjong party at Camelot 
Woods in Sackett Lake. 
It’s always a well-attended 
fundraiser. 

I.
Radio signals have a chal-

lenging time with the dips 
and rises of our local land-
scape. Call signs vie for 
dominance along Divine 
Corners Road, which falls 
into distinct zones around 
the broadcast signal for 
98.1. On the upside of a hill, 
there’s WKZE, out of Red 
Hook — eclectic, but with 
a default setting of reli-
ably lachrymose indie pop. 
On the downside, there’s 
WHWK, “The Hawk,” out 
of Kingston, offering Nash-
ville-centric country music. 
Both stations identify as 
98.1. They fade into and out 
of one another in ways that 
can be more interesting than 
the songs they play. When 
the two stations swap plac-
es, there’s often a moment 
of transition in which one 
voice is superimposed upon 
another, making for some 
piquant contrasts. Weepy 
tenors, going uphill, give 
way to beefy baritones on 
the downslope; they com-
bine at the top in improb-
able duets. Then they fade 
back in the opposite direc-
tion — two voices contend-
ing for the ear, or the heart, 
of a nation.

Some mornings, the 
transmission breaks up into 
a stream of static, which 
often sounds more compel-
ling than the playlists, and 
I’ll listen to that for a while, 
subsiding into the peace of 
white noise. Or I’ll turn, for 
as long as I can bear it, to 
the news. Or, with increas-
ing frequency, I simply turn 
off the radio. These days, 
driving in the pre-dawn 
darkness, I’m finding a 
more companionable pres-
ence in silence. 

II.
For the second time in 

three years our local or-
chard has announced “No 
apples this season,” a con-
sequence of a series of cold 
spells heading into summer. 
The increasingly scrambled 
seasons compromise more 
than the apple harvest. The 
leaves of our great ma-
ple tree shriveled, turned 
brown, and started dropping 
in great clusters in early 
September. By mid-month, 
the branches were bare. So 
much for autumn! The ide-
al calendar in one’s head, 
with its stately succession 
of seasons, each illustrated 
by a folksy woodcut, is out 
of date. A new calendar is 
in effect, globally as well as 
locally, though it receives 
scant attention in the news. 

The global, from a suffi-
ciently distant perspective, 
is the local; the Earth, our 
hamlet. We live embedded 
in immensities of time and 
space that remain unaffect-
ed by our terrestrial do-
ings. There’s a certain cold 
consolation in this. Planets 
spin; stars transmit their 
light across the millions of 
years; Earth tilts on its axis 
vis-à-vis the Sun, shifting 
the ratio of dark to light in 
steady increments, what-
ever the weather on the 
ground. And so, we arrive 
at the autumn equinox: the 
days shorten; the morning 
commute darkens. That all 
this happens according to 
a schedule we haven’t the 
means to disrupt is one of 
the small mercies of our 
age.

Jonathan Shimkin, writer 
and editor, may be con-
tacted at jonathanshim-
kin@gmail.com, or via his 
website: jonathanshimkin.
weebly.com.

Out Divine
Corners Way

by Jonathan Shimkin

Fearless! Honors the Anniversary 
of the Clothesline Project

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month

Honoring Congressman Matt McHugh For His Upper Delaware River Legislation

Ms. Schroeder told the 
crowd, “with all your help, 
we’ve raised over $10,000 
this year.” She explained 
that they will pay the rab-

bi for High Holidays using 
some of that money. Then 
they’ll donate a signifi-
cant portion to three local 
charities that they support: 

The Monticello Homeless 
Federation, Hospice of Or-
ange & Sullivan, and the 
Nesin Culture Arts. (Ellen 
Nesin’s parents Ruth and 

Jesse Wolfson were also 
instrumental in starting the 
PrimeTimers.) What is left 
over, they hope to spend on 
fixing the parking lot at the 
temple. 

“I’ve been a member for 
several years. It’s a nice 
social welcoming group. I 
know Paula since Queens 
College,” said Lee Vogel. 

Ms. Schroeder wanted 
to give a shout out to the 
members who assisted her 
in making the day at Casa 
Mia such a success: Linda 
Kleinman for organizing; 
Marcy Glattstein for work-
ing the door; Lois Weinstein 
for facilitating the music 
by Cris Spinner and Steve 
Schwartz; and Debbie Katz 
for registration. 

After the High Holidays, 
Ms. Schroeder will head 
down to Florida. She’ll con-
tinue her work for the tem-
ple from afar and be back in 
the Spring to continue the 
fun here.

PHOTO BY LILY BARRISH LEVNER
PrimeTimers President Paula Schroeder give a speech during the luncheon.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Participating in the Upper Delaware Council’s Sept. 26 ceremony to dedicate an honorary 
plaque to Congressman Matt McHugh at the Big Eddy Observation Deck in Narrowsburg 
were, from the left, Town of Tusten Deputy Supervisor Jane Luchsinger and Councilwom-
an Cass Collins; National Park Service Upper Delaware Scenic and Recreational River 
Natural and Cultural Resources Program Manager Tom Kearns; Trout Unlimited Upper 
Delaware Chapter President Andy Boyar; Sullivan County Legislature Chairperson, proj-
ect donor, and Town of Lumberland UDC Representative Nadia Rajsz; Marvin Rappaport, 
former Chief of Staff to Rep. McHugh; UDC Executive Director Laurie Ramie; and project 
donor Devin Corrigan of Narrowsburg.



The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking 
for help, to fight fire or sup-
port those that do. We even 
supply all the gear and pro-
vide all the training needed, 
for free. Stop by any Mon-
day night and find out how 
you can help.

It is hard to believe that 
I am writing the October 
column. The weather is still 
great, but we are extremely 
dry just like last fall. The 
last few weeks, Sullivan 
County has been at high risk 
for brush fires. Be careful 
out there.

September was a very 
busy month. I started out 
with the Hurleyville Fire 
Department traveling to 
Monticello to help them cel-
ebrate their 150th Anniver-
sary by hosting the Sullivan 
County Volunteer Firefight-
er’s parade. Our unit took 
home “Best Appearing” 
regulation small company.

I attended a couple of 
9/11 services. One in Small-
wood, hosted by the Small-
wood/Mongaup Valley Fire 
Department at 8:30 a.m.. 
The weather was sunny, 
crisp, with a morning chill 
and a clear blue sky, about 
like it was 24 years ago, as 
I remember. As my friend 
Albee Bockman sang the 
national anthem to end the 
ceremony, two eagles flew 
overhead to give an even 
deeper meaning to the ser-
vice.

In the evening, I went to 
Wurtsboro for their Patriot 
Day Service. We marched 
from the firehouse to the 
park in town for a heart-

warming ceremony. Last 
call was made for the lost 
firefighters and the Veterans 
fired off a salute.

The common theme for 
both events was “Never 
Forget.”

Next up was some training 
on what is called an elope-
ment of a person from The 
Center for Discovery. An 
elopement is a person that 
ran away from the confines 
of the Center Complex. 
Several Sullivan County 
Emergency Services agen-
cies went to The Center’s 
new hospital in Rock Hill 
for a presentation on an 
elopement of a person with 
autism. Retired Fire Captain 
William Cannaba Jr. and re-
tired Police Lieutenant Jim-
my Donahoe gave us some 
insights into the elopement 
of a person with autism. 
Both speakers spoke from 
experience as they both 
have sons with autism. A 
search for a person with au-
tism is treated differently 
than a typical search for a 
lost or missing person. One 

great take away is to find 
out “What Does He Like.” 
It could be as simple as an 
object or a key word phrase 
that the searchers could use 
to calm the eloper down and 
connect with them. 

Then, as it so happened, 
The Center hosted Emer-
gency Services for a drill 
on elopement on the Hur-
leyville complex. We did 
three different scenarios. 
The first used drones from 
the Sullivan County Sher-
iff’s Department. The sec-
ond was, as we would say, 
“Boots On the Ground,” 
teams made up of the Hur-
leyville and Monticello 
Fire Departments and the 
Sullivan County Bureau of 
Fire walked a search pattern 
from the “point of last seen.” 
Some of the residents at The 
Center that are at most high 
risk to elope wear a bracelet 
that can be tracked. So, the 
third scenario was the use 
of a transponder by the Hur-
leyville and Monticello Fire 
Departments, the Sheriff’s 
drones and the NY State Po-
lice K-9 unit. The two teams 
of searchers tried to triangu-
late the eloper’s position. 

This was some great 
classroom training and then 
“Boots On the Ground” 
training. All the Emergen-
cy Services involved gained 
a great deal of insight into 
how we can have a unified 
command and search for an 
eloper.

Coming up October 5 
thru October 11 is Fire Pre-
vention Week. This year’s 
theme is “Charge Into 
Fire Safety: Lithium-Ion 
Batteries in Your Home.”  
I could write a whole col-
umn on this subject and 
will in the future. Here are 
some key points about Lith-
ium-Ion batteries:

Buy only UL listed prod-
ucts (not cheap knock-offs).

Use only the original 
charger that came with the 
product.

STOP using your device 
if it gets too hot, starts to 
smoke or the battery starts 
to smell weird.

DO NOT charge an 
e-bike (or any other device) 
between you and a way out 
of your house.

Now is the time to service 
your heating devices and 
clean that chimney!

Be Smart & Be Safe Out 
There

LIBERTY – Radio 
Catskill is updating its 
programming and consol-
idating operations in re-
sponse to the permanent 
elimination of federal 
funding for public media. 
The changes take effect 
October 4, 2025, and aim 
to maintain the station’s 
award-winning local, re-
gional, and national cover-
age while introducing new 
voices and timely stories.

These changes are part 
of a careful plan to focus 
on content that delivers 
the most impact and rele-
vance for the community 
in an era of reduced feder-
al support. The new lineup 
will bring listeners even 
more stories that spark 
curiosity, challenge as-
sumptions, and celebrate 
what makes the Catskills, 
Northeast Pennsylvania, 
and beyond so vibrant.

Highlights of the new 
schedule include:

Kaatscast with Brett 
Barry: the award-winning 
podcast becomes a weekly 
radio show. Host/Producer 
Brett Barry brings listen-
ers stories and conversa-
tions rooted in the heart 
of the Catskills --culture, 
history, sustainability, lit-
erature, the arts, and more. 

Produced by Silver Hol-
low Audio.

The Capitol Pressroom: 
A daily program with the 
latest insight and analysis 
from the New York State 
Capitol with host Da-
vid Lombardo, broadcast 
from the Legislative Cor-
respondents Association 
Pressroom in Albany. The 
show features interviews 
with state representatives 
and important newsmak-
ers. Produced by WCNY.

In tandem with the pro-
gramming changes, Radio 
Catskill will also consol-
idate its operations and 
close its satellite studio in 
Honesdale, PA, located in 
The Cooperage. The deci-
sion is a direct response to 
the loss of federal fund-
ing, which has forced the 
station to make difficult, 
but necessary choices 
about how to steward its 
resources.

Despite the closure, Ra-
dio Catskill will continue 
to serve listeners in Wayne 
and Pike counties with 
local news, culture, and 
community voices.

“Although we’ll no 
longer have a physical 
studio in Honesdale, our 
commitment to Northeast 
Pennsylvania remains 
unwavering,” said Radio 
Catskill General Manag-
er Tim Bruno. “Listeners 
there will continue to hear 
stories and programming 
that reflect their commu-
nities.”

The following shows 
will be retired from the 
schedule: Fresh Air, The 
TED Radio Hour, Jazz 
Night in America, Living 
Jazz, Le Show, Bioneers, 
New Urban Jazz Lounge, 
and Upfront Soul.

years but the cry “it hurts 
business to remove the sa-
loons” was heard and they 
went back to the wet col-
umn. After two years, they 
got so sick they voted it 
dry by an overwhelming 
majority.

Voters and taxpayers of 
the Town of Fallsburg, this 
matter affects your pock-
et-books, as well as the 
character of your boys and 
girls. 

Vote NO LICENSE!
As evidenced by the 

above front page article, 
Ralph Northrup, the editor 
and publisher of the Hur-
leyville Sentinel and no 
doubt a teetotaler, strong-
ly supported the proposed 
temperance propositions 
placed before Town of 
Fallsburg voters on No-
vember 6, 1917. However, 
Northrup’s Sentinel had 
little to say following the 
vote. The November 8th 
edition simply noted local 
results in a proposition-re-
lated headline “The Town 
of Fallsburg went dry on 
all four propositions.” 
Sentinel readers would 
need to turn to the Liberty 
Register for more detailed 
results.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 
calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

From the Firehouse

MONTICELLO – Mon-
ticello Mayor Rochelle 
Massey and Village Trustee 
Gordon Jenkins proudly led 
a group of 45 local children 
on a free trip to Dorney 
Park, providing a full day 
of fun, learning, and com-
munity building. 

The trip was made possi-
ble in part by funding from 
the Sullivan County Legis-
lature Youth Bureau, high-
lighting a strong collabo-
ration between the Village 
and County to create op-
portunities for Monticello 
youth. 

“This trip was more than 
just a day at an amuse-
ment park — it was about 
giving our kids new expe-
riences, building relation-
ships, and showing them 
that their community cares 
about them,” said Mayor 
Rochelle Massey. “We are 
committed to continuing 
this tradition and making 
sure that Monticello youth 

have access to enriching 
and exciting opportunities.” 

The Village of Monticel-
lo has already made plans 
to return to Dorney Park in 
2026.

Additionally, Mayor 
Massey announced that the 
Village is planning an ex-
panded slate of youth-fo-
cused activities for next 
year, including trips to 
Monster Jam, SplashDown 
Beach, and the legendary 
Ringling Brothers Circus. 

Trustee Gordon Jenkins 
shared, “We believe in in-
vesting in our young peo-
ple. When we create pos-
itive experiences for kids, 
we strengthen families and 
our entire community.” 

The Village of Monticel-
lo remains committed to 
engaging youth, support-
ing parents, and creating 
safe, fun, and educational 
programs that encourage 
growth and community 
pride.

October 11, 1917
To be Voted on 

November 6
The 96 names of voters 

in the Town of Fallsburg 
necessary to have the Local 
Option Questions submit-
ted at the coming elections 
November 6 have been 
secured and the following 
four propositions will be 
voted on at that time.

Question 1 – Selling li-
quor to be drunk on the 
premises where sold

Shall any person be au-
thorized to traffic in liquor 
under the provision of 
Sub-division One of  Sec-
tion Eight of the Liquor 
Tax Law, namely by sell-
ing liquor to be drunk on 
the premises where sold, 
in the Town of Fallsburg?

Question 2 – Selling li-
quor not to be drunk on the 
premises where sold

Shall any person be au-
thorized to traffic in liquor 
under the provision of 
Sub-division Two of Sec-
tion Eight of the Liquor 
Tax Law, namely selling 
liquor not to be drunk on 
the premises where sold, 
in the Town of Fallsburg?

Question 3 – Selling li-
quor as a pharmacist on 
physician’s prescription

Shall any person be au-
thorized to traffic in liquor 
under the provision of 
Subdivision Three of Sec-
tion Eight of The Liquor 
Tax law, namely, by selling 
liquor as a pharmacist on a 
physician’s prescription in 
the Town of Fallsburg?

Question 4 – Selling li-
quor by hotel keepers only

Shall any person be au-
thorized to traffic in li-
quor under the provision 
of Sub-division One of 
Section Eight of The Li-
quor Law, but only in con-
nection with the business 
of keeping a hotel in the 
Town of Fallsburg, if the 
majority of voters cast on 
the first question submitted 
are in the negative?

This is simply giving the 
voters the right to decide 
whether they want or do 

not want liquor sold in this 
town. If you want it vote 
“Yes.” If you don’t vote 
“No,” There will be spe-
cial ballots for these prop-
ositions.

October 25, 1917
Money Out of Your 

Pocket; Facts 
– Not Fallacies 

The business side of the 
liquor question is, strange-
ly enough, the side upon 
which the wets are argu-
ing and also the side which 
has decided many towns, 
counties and states to go 
dry. To get down to the 
facts right near home, we 
call attention to the Town 
of Montgomery, Orange 
County, where the business 
men have signed a petition 
asking the voters to keep 
the town dry. Two years 
of no-license have been so 
pleasing in better business, 
paying of old bills, buying 
of homes and the lowering 
of taxes, that hard-headed 
businessmen do not want 
a return to former condi-
tions. On the list are the 
names of big manufactur-
ers of Walden and other 
towns as well as business 
and professional men.

Sidney was dry for two 

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED
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Radio Catskill Revamps
New Lineup Launched October 4

Village of Monticello Takes 
45 Kids to Dorney Park 

More Youth Activities Planned for 2026



walked inside.
“I am Mrs. Goldstein,” 

she said in a heavy Brook-
lyn accent. “What do you 
want to talk about?”

Jay looked surprised. 
“Are you serious?” he 

asked. “We’d like to talk 
to you about your missing 
husband,”

“Who told you he was 
missing?” 

“His mother filed a re-
port,” Jay said.

“That old busy body? She 
should mind her own busi-
ness.”

“I don’t understand 
ma’am,” I interjected. 
“Your husband is missing, 
isn’t he? Has been for sev-
eral days? Yet, you never 
reported it.”

The woman sat down 
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THE HONEYMOON MURDER PART III  An original Bronco Kelly Adventure 
by Jack Robbin

In August of 1936, Sol 
Goldstein, a young gang-
ster trying to go straight, 
was on his honeymoon in 
Sullivan County when he 
disappeared, never to be 
seen or heard from again. 
This short story, by lo-
cal author Jack Robbin, 
is based on that real life 
incident. In Part I of our 
story, Fallsburg Constable 
Bronco Kelly was visited 
by Sol Goldstein’s moth-
er, who asked for his help 
in locating her son, who 
had disappeared. Bronco 
agreed, and made a trip to 
the Sheriff’s office in Mon-
ticello, where he encoun-
tered his old friend, Deputy 
Sheriff Jay Lass. The two 
men discuss the case over 
breakfast, and that’s where 
we resume the story…

Jay Lass had just dropped 
a bombshell while presiding 
over a rapidly disappear-
ing plate of blueberry pan-
cakes served up by Johnny 
Scheuren. In between large 
bites of the syrup covered 
cakes he had mentioned that 
the man who had beaten Sol 
Goldstein nearly to death 
in a Brooklyn pool hall a 
few years back was Harry 
Strauss.

While not much was 

known about Harry Strauss, 
he was considered a very 
bad man. He ran with a 
group of toughs from the 
Brownsville section of 
Brooklyn who were close-
ly aligned with organized 
crime.

“So Goldstein has ties to 
some pretty bad people,” I 
said, as much to myself as 
to Jay.

“It seems so.”
 “Well, be that as it may, 

I need to start by talking to 
his wife. His mother told 
me she is still living up here 
in Gen Wild.”

“Are you going to go over 
there now?” Jay asked. “Do 
you want some company?”

“You want to come?”
“If I go home now, Tilly 

will have me mowing the 
lawn, so yeah, I do.” 

Jay told me that he had 
determined where the new-
lywed Goldstein couple had 
been staying in Glen Wild 
prior to the husband’s dis-
appearance, so we climbed 
into my old Ford, and after 
I fiddled with the choke for 
a minute, we were on our 
way.

From the Sheriff’s Of-
fice, we headed down Bank 
Street, and turned left onto 
Broadway. We drove the 
five miles to Rock Hill 

in silence, and made the 
turn onto Glen Wild Road, 
avoiding several groups of 
walkers along the way. A 
couple of minutes later, Jay 
finally spoke. 

“Slow down a bit through 
here,” he said, craning his 
neck to look to our left. 
“It should be right in here 
somewhere.”

We hadn’t gone anoth-
er hundred yards when he 
grabbed my arm.

“There it is…” he pro-
claimed, pointing to a small 
white bungalow with fading 
red trim back off the road. 
“That must be it.”

We pulled off the road 
onto the grass in front of 
the bungalow and I shut off 
the car. I could hear mu-
sic playing from inside the 
house, and noticed that just 
the screen door was closed. 
We knocked on the door, 
and a moment later a young 
woman with very blond 
hair, dressed in a robe, came 
to the door.

“Yes?” she said.
“Good morning, ma’am,” 

Jay said. “We ‘re with the 
Sheriff’s department, and 
we are hoping to speak with 
Mrs. Goldstein. Would you 
be her?”

The woman pushed the 
screen door open and we 

HPAC VISITS 
MONTICELLO KIWANIS

Bold Gold Media Expanding New York FootprintThe Artistry of Voices, Brushes, and Gardens
Exhibit Closes at Temple Sholom

THE HAUNTED THEATRE

MONTICELLO – The 
Hurleyville Performing Arts 
Centre (HPAC) Commu-
nity Outreach Coordinator 
Toni Castillo and Director 
of Development Lourdesa 
Hunt recently gave a very 
interesting and informative 
presentation to the Kiwanis 

Club of Monticello. They 
highlighted their children’s 
and adult activities, family 
events, sponsorship of var-
ious school district events 
and plans to restore the Lu-
zon Train Station as well as 
other activities they are in-
volved in.  

The Kiwanis Club mission 
is to improve the world one 
child and one community 
at a time.  It meets the first 
Monday of the month at Al-
bella’s Restaurant at 6 p.m.  
For more information about 
the club, call Pres. Marvin 
Rappaport at 845-701-1655 
or visit Monticello, NY Ki-
wanis Club Facebook Page.

by Lily Barrish Levner

MONTICELLO – The 
exhibit may have ended, 
but the project continues, a 
multi-faceted tribute to the 
survivors of the Holocaust 
and their rescuers.

On Sunday, September 
14, the final public pro-
gram of “Honoring Sur-
vivors and Their Rescuers 
Through the Generations” 
took place at Temple Sho-
lom in Monticello. The 
program featured perfor-
mances by Allison Luci, 
an oil painter, and pianist 
Danielle Strassman with 
singer Lourdesa Hunt.

“Today is a bittersweet 
day for me; it’s the last 
public program of this ex-
hibit for 2025,” Dr. Hope 
Blecher Croney told the 
audience. “Thanks to Tem-
ple Sholom for hosting 
‘Honoring Survivors and 
Their Rescuers’ for the last 
couple of months,” 

She started the exhibit 
as “Voices of Survivors”at 
the Liberty Museum and 
Arts Center, then moved 
it to the Sullivan Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
Museum in Hurleyville. 
Finally, it ended at the 
Temple in the spring of 
2025. 

The event began with 
Ms. Hunt, a classically 
trained vocalist singing, 
as Ms. Strassman played 

the keyboard. Ms. Luci, an 
artist from Queens, paint-
ed while they performed. 

Dr. Blecher Croney cre-
ated “Voices of Survivors” 
as a companion to the Daf-
fodil Project, with the pur-
pose of raising awareness, 
bringing something hope-
ful to the community, and 
bringing people together. 
Through artwork, speak-
ing programs and mu-
sic, she has successfully 
achieved her goal.

Two and a half years 
ago, Dr. Blecher Croney 
became part of the Daffo-
dil Project, which sparked 
her interest in including 
Sullivan County in it. The 

Daffodil Project’s mission 
is to build a worldwide 
Living Holocaust Memo-
rial by planting 1.5 million 
Daffodils in memory of 
the children who perished 
in the Holocaust and in 
support of children suffer-
ing in humanitarian crises 
throughout the world to-
day. The Sullivan Coun-
ty community, in tandem 
with friends, families, and 
visitors, have been instru-
mental in the progress that 
has been made towards 
reaching that goal. To 
date, 1,146,787 bulbs have 
been planted around the 
world, linking the county 
to gardens in other states 
and countries.

At the end of Septem-
ber, Dr.. Blecher Croney 
and volunteers planted 
6,000 daffodil bulbs in 
two different locations at 
Morningside Park in Hur-
leyville.

SOUTH FALLSBURG-- 
‘Tis the Season to be afraid. 
To be very afraid. 

If you enjoy a good scare, 
who needs a lame Haunted 
House or far-off Haunted 
Forest when there’s a for-
bidding, foreboding Haunt-
ed Theatre right in our own 
back yard?  

Thanks to the denizens of 
the Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop, the Rivoli 
Theatre in South Fallsburg 
transforms every October 
to the creepiest, scariest 
haunt around.  Three floors 
of frights await you at the 
Rivoli’s Haunted Theatre 
Tours - bigger, better, more 
ghostly, ghastly, eerie and 
spine-tingling each year. 

On Friday and Saturday 
nights, October 3, 4, 10, 

11, 17, 18, 24, & 25, the 
tours begin at 6 p.m. and 
run consecutively with the 
last tour starting at 10 p.m. 
At the helm of the haunting 
is Dawn Perneszi, who has 
masterfully created and di-
rected countless spaces and 
scenarios to delight and 
thrill, menace and chill the 
hardiest of souls along with 
the special effects, make-
up and props by Felicia 

Merillo.  
Do you dare complete 

a tour? Bring a friend or 
two along, because going 
it alone is definitely not 
the best idea! (Not recom-
mended for children under 
the age of 13). All tickets 
are $12 and can be pur-
chased only at the door of 
the Rivoli Theatre (5243 
Route 42, South.Falls-
burg).

MONTICELLO- – Bold 
Gold Media Group has 
reached a deal with Town-
square Media to acquire 
stations WDLA-AM and 
WDLA-FM in Walton, New 
York. The acquisition will 
extend Bold Gold’s broad-
cast footprint further into 
Delaware County and the 
Catskills.

“We have a deep love and 
connection to the Catskill 
Mountains and Delaware 
County and we are very 
much looking forward to 
bringing our programming 
to the wonderful community 
of Walton”, said Bold Gold 

President, Vince Benedetto. 
“For a long time, we have 
had the privilege serving the 
neighboring town of Han-
cock, and very much look 
forward to extending our lo-
cal programming to include 
even more of the residents 
of Delaware County.”

“We’re excited to expand 
into Walton and have the 
opportunity to provide an-
other community with our 
unique brand of locally fo-
cused radio,” said Dawn 
Ciorciari, General Manager 
of Bold Gold Media Group 
NY. “We look forward to 
serving Walton and Dela-

ware County with the same 
local programming and 

community connection that 
Bold Gold is known for.”

The deal is expected to 
close sometime in Novem-
ber 2025, upon approval 
by the Federal Communi-
cations Commission. With 
this acquisition, Bold Gold 
will own and operate sev-
enteen full-power radio 
stations and twenty-seven 
total broadcast frequencies 
across New York and Penn-
sylvania.

The mission of Bold Gold 
is to provide community 
focused broadcast and digi-
tal media programming for 
their entire listening area and 

contribute positively to the 
growth and development of 
the region through the pow-
er of local radio and digital 
media. Veteran owned and 
locally operated and pro-
grammed, Bold Gold was 
founded in 2005, with the 
aim of becoming the preem-
inent radio broadcast group 
in Northeast Pennsylvania 
and the Catskill Mountains 
of New York. 

Bold Gold serves three 
primary regions: Scranton/
Wilkes-Barre/Hazleton, The 
Pocono Lake Region, and 
Catskill Mountains/Hudson 
Valley.

PHOTO BY LILY BARRISH LEVNER
Left to right: Allison Luci, Hope Blecher Croney, Lourdesa 
Hunt, and Elsie Kopcha at Temple Sholom.

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
Bold Gold NY General Man-
ager Dawn Ciorciari
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Left to right: Kiwanis Pres. Marvin Rappaport, HPAC reps 
Lourdesa Hunt and Toni Castillo, and Kiwanis Board mem-
ber Linda Barriger.  

in one of the living room 
chairs, took a cigarette from 
a pack on the table next to 
it, and lit it with a gold light-
er. After a long drag, she 
chuckled a bit.

“Do you men have any 
idea what you’re getting 
into here? Do you have any 
idea who my husband was?”

In all the years I had 
known Jay Lass, I have sel-
dom seen him annoyed. But 
he clearly had already lost 
his patience with this wom-
an, and his tone of voice 
showed it.

“I notice you said ‘was.’” 
he said. “I find that interest-
ing. So why don’t you tell 
us who he ‘was’?”

“He was no angel,” she 
said quickly, and took an-
other long drag on her cig-
arette.

“Look, Mrs. Goldstein,” I 
said. “We are just trying to 
find your husband. We need 
your help to do that. You do 
want to find your husband, 
don’t you?”

Oddly, she laughed. It 
seemed ironic and out of 
place.

“You are a couple of coun-
try dolts,” she said derisive-
ly. “You’re not going to 
‘find’ him. Sol was dumped 
in a lake. He’s gone. Forev-
er.”

“What? How do you 
know that?” Jay asked.

“Well, I don’t ‘know’ 
that,” she answered. “But 
I’m sure of it. As well as 
I’m sure of my own name. 
I’m sure of it.”

“Why don’t you tell us 
about the last time you saw 
your husband,” I said.

She crushed the cigarette 
into the glass ashtray on the 
table and took another one 
out of the pack, lit it and in-
haled deeply.

“You wanna know the last 
time I saw him?” she said. 
“It was a Saturday night, 
a week ago. We was get-
ting dressed to go dancing 
when the phone rang. Sol 
answered it, and didn’t say 
much. He mostly listened 
and then hung up. He said 
he was sorry, but he had to 
take care of some business 
before we went out.”

“What time was that?” 
Jay asked.

“About nine. I was not 
happy, but he finished get-
ting dressed and promised 
he’d be back before long. 
A car pulled up outside, and 
he went out. I never saw 
him again.”

“Did you happen to notice 
anything about the car? Can 
you describe it in any way?” 
Jay asked.

“I was pretty steamed, and 
didn’t really pay much atten-
tion to it. All I know is that 
I looked out the screen door 
just as Sol was getting in the 
car, and it looked like there 
were three guys in there.”

“Did you recognize any 
of them?”

“Didn’t get much of a 
look at any of them. They 
were young; I could tell that 
as much from their voices 
as from anything I could 
see. Maybe I’d seen one of 
them around somewhere, 
it’s hard to say.”

“And Sol didn’t give you 
any idea who they were, or 
what they wanted?”

“I told you, he just said 
he had to take care of some 
business.”

“And you never saw him 
again?”

“That’s right. I never saw 
him again. I never will see 
him again. Don’t you get 
it? It’s obvious those guys 
killed him. Sol is dead.”

You’ll have to read the 
next chapter of our story to 
find out more. Don’t miss 
Part III of “The Honey-
moon Murder,” based on 
an actual incident in Sulli-
van County in 1936, in the 
next edition of The Hur-
leyville Sentinel.
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“Don’t you get it? Sol is dead.” she said.



According to contempo-
rary newspaper accounts, 
the engine was drawing 
the No. 3 train, “one of the 
finest on the road” and was 
doing about 40 miles per 
hour when “suddenly there 
was a terrible roar and the 

sound of ripping and tear-
ing of iron. The train of 
cars rammed the wreck and 
four of them left the rails. 
When the steam cleared, 
there was nothing but scrap 
iron left of the locomo-
tive.”

The train had originated 
in Weehawken, N.J. around 
noon that day, heading for 
the mountains with about 
50 passengers. It had pulled 
out of Middletown about 3 
p.m., and had just emerged 
from the rock cut known 
as the Smith Hill Cut when 
the explosion occurred. 
The train was within sight 
of the station at the time, 
and some accounts of the 

day noted that passengers 
waiting for the train had 
seen it approaching in the 
distance and then watched 
in horror as it was engulfed 
in smoke and steam.

Some had initially sus-
pected that dynamite had 
caused the explosion, and 
stories circulated that ei-
ther intentionally or by 
accident the dynamite had 
been mixed in with the 

coal that was being used 
to feed the boiler. The rail-
road eventually debunked 
that theory and suggested 
instead that the water lines 
feeding the boiler had fro-
zen, causing the boiler to 
run low on water and to 
overheat. That overheating 
then thawed the lines, al-
lowing cold water into the 
boiler and causing the ex-
plosion.

The body of the train’s 
engineer, William Gad-
wood of Walton, NY, was 
discovered more than 100 
feet from the wreck. Gad-
wood was alive but severe-
ly injured when found, his 
skull fractured in several 
places, and he died short-
ly afterward. The mangled 
body of fireman Martin 
Mullen, who was believed 
to have been killed instant-
ly in the explosion, was 
found 100 feet in the oppo-
site direction.  A third man, 
later identified as O&W 
employee J.D. Vulquette, 
was also killed in the ex-
plosion. 

In the years following 
the train wreck, tales have 
persisted about supernatu-
ral activity in and around 
the rock cut, and as recent 
studies reveal that more 
and more people believe 
in ghosts these days, they 
have resulted in the interest 
of a number of paranormal 
groups. 

Since haunted places 
are often said to be places 
that are associated by the 
ghost with some strong 
past emotion, such as fear 
or remorse, or the terror 
of a violent death, the area 
around the Smith Hill Cut 
would certainly qualify, 
Mr. Conway says.

Other ghost stories he 
will relate on the walk in-
clude that of the Peddler’s 
Ghost, a specter that was 
said to haunt the area be-
tween Kiamesha Lake and 
Thompsonville in the late 
19th century.

For more details on the 
walk and event updates, 
visit the Sullivan OandW 
Facebook page.

SULLIVAN COUNTY— 
Winners of the 2025 Sul-
livan 180 Healthiest Fire 

Department Challenge were 
announced at the 96th annu-
al Sullivan County Volun-

teer Fireman’s Parade, held 
recently in Monticello.

Securing first place with 
a total of 953 points, the 
Grahamsville Fire Depart-
ment will receive a grant 
of $15,000. Grahamsville 
completed 160 healthy meal 
replacements, 305 physi-
cal activities, weight loss 
check-ins, weekly health-
and-wellness podcasts and 
an eight-month-long water 
intake challenge. The first-
place grant was made possi-
ble in part by Resorts World 
Catskills.

In second place with a to-
tal of 673 points, Kauneonga 
Lake Fire Department will 

receive a grant of $10,000. 
Kauneonga Lake partici-
pated in a nutrition course 
with Ellenville Regional 
Hospital, organized week-
ly litter plucks, as well as 
an eight-month sleep study 
and department discussions 
on mental health. The de-
partment shared 33 healthy 
meals and 52 physical activ-
ities and participated in sev-
eral community events.

Turtle Awards of $500 
were given to departments 
in recognition of their ef-
forts in specific areas relat-
ed to building a culture of 
health among their mem-
bers. These categories in-

clude mental health aware-
ness, improved nutrition, 
increased physical activity, 
camaraderie and spirit, and 
community collaboration. 
The awards, sponsored by 
various businesses and orga-
nizations, were announced 
at the parade and will be 
delivered to individual de-
partments over the coming 
months.

Smallwood-Mongaup 
Valley Fire Department re-
ceived five Turtle Awards 
with 420 points, recognizing 
its work to increase physical 
activity; improve mental 
health, nutrition, camara-
derie and spirit; and com-
munity collaboration. In 
addition, Rebecca Wood re-
ceived Challenge Captain of 
the Year, earning the depart-
ment an additional award. 
Jeffersonville Fire Depart-
ment placed fourth in the 
challenge with 201points, 
and received two Turtle 
Awards for nutrition and a 
focus on mental health.

Hortonville Fire Depart-
ment received two Turtle 
Awards with 109 points, in 
recognition of its efforts to 
increase physical activity 
and nutrition. Livingston 
Manor Fire Department re-
ceived one Turtle Award 
with 83 points for its dis-
play of community collab-
oration. White Lake Fire 
Department received one 

Turtle Award with 64 points 
for its camaraderie and spir-
it. Finally, Bloomingburg 
Fire Department, with 56 
points, received a Turtle 
Award for camaraderie and 
spirit.

Since January, when the 
challenge kicked off, 17 
departments have engaged 
in activities (challenges) to 
enhance the physical and 
mental health of members. 
Departments received credit 
in the form of Turtle Points 
for each health-focused 
activity completed. Activ-
ities ranged from serving 
healthier meals during drill 
and meeting nights, join-
ing as a department family 
and hiking or walking local 
trails, attending health-relat-
ed seminars and becoming 
trained in suicide preven-
tion. There were also water 
consumption and weight 
loss challenges.

The Turtle Award spon-
sors include 98.3 WSUL 
Heart-A-Thon; Black Bear 
Fuel Oil, Plumbing, Heating 
& Air Conditioning; Gar-
net Health Medical Center 
Catskills; Jeff Bank; Pres-
tige Towing & Recovery; 
Resorts World Catskills; 
Rotary Clubs of Liberty 
& Monticello; Schmidt’s 
Wholesale, Inc.; Sullivan 
Fire Protection Corp.; and 
Thompson Sanitation.

by Win Hadley

HURLEYVILLE – The 
Sullivan O&W Rail Trail 
Alliance will host its fourth 
annual HO&WL Hallow-
een trail walk on Friday, 
October 24, and this year’s 
event is on the Milk Train 
Trail in Hurleyville.

Sullivan County Histo-
rian John Conway, who is 
also the editor of this news-
paper, will be on hand to 
augment the spooky walk 
with ghost stories from 
Sullivan County history.

The walk gets underway 
at 5:30 p.m. and starts at 
the O&W Rail Trail En-
trance at 212 Main Street. 
The event is free and the 
public is invited, as are 
leashed dogs. Participants 
are encouraged to come in 
their Halloween costumes, 
and a prize will be award-
ed to one human and one 
dog for the best costume as 
chosen by the judges.

Since the walk will likely 
finish up after dusk, orga-
nizers say participants may 

want to bring along a flash-
light.

Mr. Conway promises to 
deliver a few tales that are 
sure to keep attendees on 
edge throughout the dura-
tion of the walk, including 
one of his favorites: the sto-
ry of the 1907 train wreck 
and the resulting reports of 
paranormal activity around 
the site of the explosion 
that caused it.

Late in the afternoon on 
February 13, 1907 the boil-
er exploded on an O&W 
passenger train just before 
it reached Luzon Station in 
Hurleyville. Two railroad 
men were killed instantly 
in the explosion, the train’s 
engineer was severely in-
jured and would die a few 
days later, and twelve pas-
sengers were hurt when 
the train careened off the 
tracks.

The force of the blast 
sent pieces of the train and 
the bodies of the dead crew 
members hurtling through 
the air, landing hundreds of 
feet from the scene.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 
But have you ever stayed

to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 
Are people really playing

darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?
As it turns out, darts are

huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.
We’ve also got a home

team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 
It’s the Tuesday before

Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 
She is joined by her hus-

band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 
The basics: teams go

head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”
After listening some more,

I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.
“I tried the pool league we

have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”
Everything is done

through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 
“We’ve had some really

good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 
But for him, the best out-

come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 
Feeling so welcomed and

engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 
Believe it or not, despite

multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 
“We usually make play-

offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 
They say they’re amidst a

“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 
In any case, you don’t

have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

HO&WL! RAIL TRAIL ALLIANCE’S 4TH ANNUAL 
HALLOWEEN WALK IS IN HURLEYVILLE

Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. The first person 
to email the most correct answers to hurleysent@hotmail.com will win a 
prize. Have fun!

October Questions:
	 1.	 What player hit 3 home runs for the Yankees in game 6 of the 
		  1977 World Series? 
	 2.	  What player hit the grounder to first base that went through Bill 
	 	 Bruckner’s legs to give the Mets a win over the Red Sox in 
		  Game 6 of 1986 World Series to tie the Series 3-3? 
	 3.	 Who is the only pitcher to pitch a perfect game in the World 
		  Series? 
	 4.	 What team has won the most World Series titles? 
	 5.	 What team has won the most World Series titles for the National 
		  League?

September Answers:
	 1.	 What major college football team once scored 222 points in a 
	 	 single game, winning 222-0? (Georgia Tech over Cumberland 
		  College in 1916.)
	 2.	 What is the most points scored in a single quarter of a 
	 	 Division I college football game?  (49, by Houston in 1968, 
		  Davidson in 1969, and Fresno State in 1991.)
	 3.	 The most points scored by a team in a regular season of 
	 	 Division I college football is 726. What school? (LSU in 2019.)
	 4.	 What Division I college football team recorded the largest 
	 	 average margin of victory for a season?  (Army, 52.1 points 
		  per game in 1944)
	 5.	 Entering the 2025 season, only one Division I college football 
	 	 team has recorded 1000 or more wins in its history. What 
	 	 school? (Michigan)

No winner last month.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Grahamsville Fire Department wins the Sullivan 180 Healthiest Fire Department challenge.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Kauneonga Lake Fire Department finished second in the competition.

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
The rock cut through Smith Hill on the Milk Train Trail east 
of Main Street in Hurleyville

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
The 1907 train wreck that killed three O&W workmen oc-
curred just west of the rock cut and has spawned numer-
ous reports of paranormal activity nearby.

GRAHAMSVILLE F.D. IS HEALTHIEST Sullivan 180 Competition
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