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Sullivan County Gears Up for Commemoration
by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – It is 
admittedly an odd look-
ing word, difficult to pro-
nounce, and one you have 
likely not seen before, but 
by the end of 2026 you will 
have no doubt become ac-
customed to seeing and 
hearing it.

Semiquincentennial is the 
formal word for a 250th an-
niversary commemoration, 
and is derived from Latin 
roots denoting half of five 
hundred.

The term is becoming 
popular these days in con-
nection with events sur-
rounding the commemora-
tion of the 250th birthday 
of America on July 4, 2026. 
Planning for these events 
began nationwide as far 
back as 2016, and there 
are committees on the lo-
cal, state, and federal level 
planning and coordinating 
myriad events to mark the 
occasion.

Sullivan County is no ex-
ception. 

The Sullivan County Rev 
War Semiquincentennial 

Commission was formed 
in 2022, and began staging 
events commemorating the 
250th anniversary of the 
start of the Revolutionary 
War-- the conflict that re-
sulted in American inde-
pendence-- in 2025. This 
year in the main focus of 
the multi-year celebration, 
and events locally will run 
nearly from the beginning 
of the year to the end.

The commemoration gets 
underway this month with 
the initial broadcast of a 
new series of short radio 
programs on Bold Gold 
Media entitled “A Look 
Back.” The series will ex-
amine some of the local 
personalities and events 
of the Revolutionary War 
era, and will run regularly 
through the Fourth of July.

Some of the topics to 
be featured on the pro-
gram include The Battles 
of Minisink and Chestnut 
Woods, General John Sul-
livan, the county’s name-
sake, Nathaniel Sackett, 
George Washington’s first 
spymaster, the Mohawk Jo-
seph Brant, Dr. Benjamin 

Tusten, and local residents 
Moses Thomas, Nathaniel 
Tyler, Phoebe Scott Land, 
Phebe Reynolds Drake, and 
many others. There will be 
a new program with a new 
topic each week.

In Hurleyville, plans are 
underway for a Revolution-
ary War film festival, to be 
held at the Hurleyville Per-
forming Arts Center Cine-
ma on the weekend of April 

24-26. Although plans are 
incomplete as the Sentinel 
goes to press, a preliminary 
schedule calls for three 
films with Revolutionary 
War themes, one Friday 
evening, one Saturday eve-
ning, and one Sunday after-
noon. Each of the sessions 
would include a social hour 
with drinks and hors d’oeu-
vres, an introduction to the 
film by local historians and 

re-enactors, and a Q&A af-
ter the movie.

One of the highlights of 
the year will be a major 
weekend event at the Minis-
ink Battleground from July 
17 thru 19, featuring food, 
music, history demonstra-
tions and exhibits, an en-
campment, and a battle 
re-enactment, as well as the 
annual commemoration of 
the Battle of Minisink, for 
which New York State His-
torian Devin Lander will 
deliver the keynote address.

On Saturday, August 1, 
Judith Kalaora of the Bos-
ton based History at Play 
will reprise her one-woman 
show “A Revolution of Her 
Own” about Revolution-
ary War heroine Deborah 
Sampson at a venue yet to 
be determined. Ms. Kalao-
ra previously performed the 
play at the Fort Delaware 
Museum of Colonial His-
tory in Narrowsburg in Au-
gust of 2024, and in April 
of 2025, she visited Sulli-
van County a second time, 
performing her play, “Ren-
dezvous with Rachel Re-
vere” at Seminary Hill Ci-

dery in Callicoon as part of 
an afternoon entitled “The 
British Are Coming,” host-
ed by the Barryville based 
nonprofit history education 
group, The Delaware Com-
pany to celebrate the mid-
night ride of Paul Revere.

Other Semiquincenten-
nial events, including a 
narrated bus trip, a driving 
tour, a commemoration at 
Chestnut Woods in Graha-
msville, and a number of 
historical programs, are in 
the works, as well.

The Commission is also 
launching an initiative to 
identify, clean up, and mark 
with a custom Semiquin-
centennial marker the 
graves of Revolutionary 
War soldiers in the county. 
Some funding for this as-
pect of the commemoration 
has already been procured 
by The Delaware Company, 
and more is being sought.

Visit the Sullivan County 
Rev War Semiquincenten-
nial page on Facebook for 
more details, and watch for 
the launch of a dedicated 
webpage as the year un-
folds.

by John Conway

WASHINGTON, DC – 
Official planning for Amer-
ica’s celebrations marking 
the country’s 250th birth-
day began in 2016 with the 
congressional, non-partisan 
United States Semiquincen-
tennial Commission. And 
then, in 2025, President 
Donald Trump created the 
White House Task Force on 
Celebrating America’s 250th 
Birthday—which he chairs--  
to also promote and plan the 
events.

The result has been a duel-
ing set of events and a lot of 
confusion.

According to Wikipedia, 
“the United States Semiquin-
centennial Commission Act 
of 2016 directs the United 
States Government to issue 

commemorative coins and 
postage stamps, and commis-
sion appropriately named na-
val vessels, in advance of the 
semiquincentennial. In addi-
tion, specific activities—both 
officially organized and inde-
pendently created—are being 
planned. The legislation spe-
cifically directs the organiza-
tion of events ‘in locations of 
historical significance to the 
United States’ going on to list 
Boston, Philadelphia, New 
York City, and Charleston, 
South Carolina, as ‘leading 
cities’”.

On New Year’s Eve in 
Times Square in New York 
City, America250, the non-
partisan organization charged 
by Congress with leading the 
celebration and commemora-
tion of the 250th anniversary 
of the signing of the Declara-

tion of Independence, togeth-
er with One Times Square 
and the Times Square Alli-
ance, announced a surprise 
second post-midnight mo-
ment to mark the start of the 
Semiquincentennial year. The 
moment featured the New 
Year’s Ball lighting up with 
an America250 design and a 
cascade of 2,000 pounds of 
red, white, and blue confetti.

New Year’s Eve marked 
the start of a year-long part-
nership that will build to a 
historic second Times Square 
Ball Drop to mark the 250th 
anniversary of the nation’s 
birth on the eve of the Fourth 
of July.

Among its accomplish-
ments so far, America250 
lists:

• Received thousands of 
student entries for America’s 

Field Trip to historic and cul-
tural landmarks.

• Completed more than 15 
stops on the Our American 
Story tour to preserve our 
nation’s unique stories. The 
most recent stop was at the 
Iron Bowl to kick off integra-
tion with U.S. colleges and 
universities.

• 56 State and Territo-
ry Commissions planning 
events posted to the Ameri-
ca250 Calendar.

• More than 350 members 
in the Congressional Amer-

ica250 Caucus, the largest 
caucus in U.S. history.

• Announced major cor-
porate sponsorships and 
nonprofit partnerships, 
demonstrating public-private 
collaboration.

For more on the national 
celebration, visit the website, 
America250.org.

Meanwhile, President 
Trump has his own plans for 
how the Semiquincentennial 
should be commemorated, 
and he appointed the Salute 
to America 250 Task Force 
(“Task Force 250”), which 
also planned a full year of fes-
tivities to take place between 
Memorial Day, 2025 and July 
4th, 2026.

The White House is en-
gaging and encouraging the 
entire federal government, 
state and local governments, 

the private sector, non-profit 
and educational institutions, 
and every citizen across this 
country to join in what it calls 
“this historic celebration.” 

Task Force 250 invites 
citizens to have a renewed 
love of American history, 
experience the beauty of our 
country, and ignite a spirit 
of adventure and innovation 
that will raise our nation to 
new heights over the next 250 
years.

Among other accomplish-
ments, the Task Force has 
collaborated with Hillsdale 
College in Michigan to create 
a series of educational videos 
on key topics in the founding 
of America. The videos are 
available for viewing on the 
Task Force’s website.

To learn more, visit white-
house.gov/america250/

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE –    
Samuel Mitteer was one of 
the earliest men to settle in 
the Hurleyville area. Born 
in France in 1776, Mitteer 
came to the United States 
with his parents around 
1783.

It was the second trip to 
America for Samuel Mit-
teer’s father, also named 
Samuel. The elder Samuel 
Mitteer (Samuel Mitteer I) 
had earlier accompanied 
French soldiers here to 
aid in the American fight 
for independence and he 
served under Rochambeau 
(Jean-Baptiste Donatien de 
Vimeur, comte de Rocham-
beau) at the Battle of York-
town, the decisive Amer-
ican victory that basically 
ended the Revolutionary 
War. Samuel Mitteer I 
was severely wounded 
in the battle, and lost an 
arm as the result. Follow-
ing the battle, he returned 
to France long enough to 
gather his wife and only 
son to bring them to Amer-
ica. Samuel I is buried in 
Philadelphia, PA.                        

It is not entirely clear 
how or why Samuel II 

made his way to Sullivan 
County, but he became a 
carpenter and a joiner, and 
worked in that capacity for 
Aaron Burr, fashioning the 
post Burr used for target 
practice as he prepared for 
his infamous July 11, 1804 
duel with Alexander Ham-
ilton. Like Hamilton, Burr 
had served with George 
Washington in the Revolu-
tionary War, reaching the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel 
and enduring the winter at 
Valley Forge. 

Later in 1804, Samu-
el Mitteer II assisted John 
Patterson Jones in building 
the first home in Monticel-
lo. He also helped build 
New York State’s first cov-
ered bridge, at Bridgeville, 
in 1807, and William A. 
Thompson’s mansion, Al-
bion Hall in 1810.      

Samuel Mitteer II lived 
an adventurous life, and 
died as the age of 90 years 
old. Today, he and his fam-
ily are remembered by 
the designation of Mitteer 
Road in the hamlet, but it 
is his father and his service 
with Rochambeau at York-
town who provides Hur-
leyville’s most famous link 
to the Revolutionary War.

MONTICELLO – In a 
resolution passed in Octo-
ber of 2022, the Sullivan 
County Legislature creat-
ed the Sullivan Semiquin-
centennial Commission to 
coordinate the County’s 
celebration of the 250th an-
niversary of the Declaration 
of Independence and the 
American Revolution, and 
empowered the co-chairs 
to select up to 10 additional 
members. The Commission 
will remain in existence 
through 2033, marking the 
250th anniversary of the 
end of the Revolution.

Barryville residents John 
and Debra Conway were 
named as the Commission 
co-chairs.

John Conway is the 
longtime official Sullivan 

County Historian (in addi-
tion to being the editor of 
this newspaper), and Deb-
ra Conway is the Town of 
Highland Town Historian, 
as well as a co-founder and 
Executive Director of the 
non-profit history education 
group The Delaware Com-
pany.

Other members of the 
Sullivan County Semiquin-
centennial Commission in-
clude:

Kelly Agar of Narrows-
burg, a longtime Revolu-
tionary War re-enactor who 
has been very active with 
the Tusten Youth Commis-
sion over the years; Dan 
Hust, the County’s Director 
of Communications who 
grew up in Kenoza Lake 
and maintains a lifelong in-

terest in the history of Sulli-
van County; Ruth Huggler 
of Youngsville, who has 
spent decades researching 
early Upper Delaware Riv-
er Valley history, and is a 
member of the Beaverkill 
Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution; 
Virdanna Lawrence, the 
town of Mamakating Town 
Historian, who has done ex-
tensive research into local 
participation in the Revolu-
tionary War; Lynn Priebe 
of Liberty, a former social 
studies teacher and a vol-
unteer and Board member 
of the Time and the Val-
leys Museum in Grahams-
ville, as well as a member 
of the Beaverkill Chapter of 
the DAR; Kristina Sned-
eker, the town of Cochec-

ton Town Historian and a 
member of the Cochecton 
Preservation Society who 
holds a history degree from 
SUNY Albany; and Donna 
Steffens, the Executive Di-
rector of the Time and the 
Valleys Museum in Graha-
msville who is descended 
from several Revolutionary 
War veterans from eastern 
Long Island and has cre-
ated a traveling exhibition 
entitled “ History in Your 
Own Back Yard:  Sullivan 
County in the Revolution” 
which will be available to 
K-12 schools starting in 
February.

The Commission has 
been meeting regularly, and 
has a full slate of activities 
planned for 2026 and be-
yond.
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Sullivan County’s  Semiquincentennial Commission
Planning and Overseeing the Commemoration

HURLEYVILLE’S LINK TO THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION

America 250 The Semiquincentennial is a Nationwide Commemoration
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FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

As America embarks on its 
commemoration of the 250th 
anniversary of the Revolu-
tionary War, it is interesting 
to note just how much of an 
impact the weather had on the 
conflict.

The fact is that weather 
played an incredibly im-
portant role in 18th Century 
warfare. According to The 
American Battlefield Trust, 
“because of the weather, mil-
itary commanders would usu-
ally plan campaigns for warm-
er months, and in the colder 
months, they would go into 
winter quarters. Maneuvering 
thousands of men, horses, and 
artillery through muddy roads 
or bad weather made the idea 
of pausing a campaign for bet-
ter weather very appealing. In 
winter quarters, troops would 
prepare for the military cam-
paign season.”

Most of us know about the 
winter George Washington 
and his troops spent at Valley 
Forge, PA in 1777-78 (pic-
tured), but that is just part of 
the story.

In the 18th Century, North 
America was experiencing 
a “little ice age” with cold-
er than average winters. The 
worst winter in America in 
those years was the brutal win-
ter of 1779-80 at the height of 
the Revolutionary War.

Over the course of that 

winter, there were 26 snow-
storms, six of which were 
blizzards. Every salt water 
inlet from North Carolina to 
Canada froze over with ice so 
thick that British soldiers sta-
tioned in New York were able 
to march from Manhattan to 
Staten Island! The weather 
was so cold that winter that 
some of the British soldiers 
froze to death at their posts.

Some of the Revolution-
ary War battles that were im-
pacted by the weather did not 
take place during the winter 
months. Other weather fac-
tors, like wind, fog, and tor-
rential rain also played a role. 
According to the Journal of 
the American Revolution, 
those battles included The 
Battle of Quebec in December 
of 1775, Dorchester Heights 
in March of 1776, Trenton in 
December of 1776, Malvern, 
PA in September of 1777 and 
Rhode Island in August of 
1778.

As General Horatio Gates 
wrote following the Battle of 
Saratoga, “in war, as in medi-
cine, natural causes not under 
our control do much.”

Enjoy the Semiquincenten-
nial! 

John “the Weatherman” Si-
mon writes a regular column 
on weather for The Sentinel. He 
lives in Hurleyville.

THE EFFECT 
OF 

WEATHER 
ON THE 

REVOLUTIONARY 
WAR
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Samuel Mitteer IIwas one of Hurleyville’s earliest settlers.



able at the Museum gift 
shop.

The volunteers at the Mu-
seum work on a variety of 
activities including research 
and exhibits. Anyone inter-
ested in exploring geneal-
ogy and the history of life 
in Sullivan County can con-
tact the Museum for infor-
mation on volunteering.

The Museum, located at 
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville, is open on Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admis-
sion is free. Donations to 
meet the increasing cost of 
operating the Museum are 
appreciated.

Visit www.scnyhistory.
org. You can also visit the 
Sullivan County Historical 
Society and Museum on 
Facebook.

COLUMBIA HILL 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

ALLIANCE (CHNA)
The Columbia Hill Neigh-

borhood Alliance (CHNA) 
was formed in 2012 by a 
group of local residents 
dedicated to sustainable 
development, responsible 
development, protection of 
our water supply, preser-
vation of our rural environ-
ment and safety of wildlife.

Members of the group 
have met regularly since 
then in order to be prepared 
for when the proposed Gan 
Eden Estates project on Co-
lumbia Hill appears again 
before the Town of Thomp-
son Planning Board. 

The developer of the pro-
posed Gan Eden project has 
requested approval from the 
Delaware River Basin Com-
mission (DRBC) for water 
withdrawal from the wells 
at the project site. The wells 
are in Hurleyville. Approv-
al has not been granted yet. 
The DRBC needs further 
review of the project.

The impact on noise, traf-
fic, electric capacity and 
air quality will affect the 
entire neighborhood. The 
development is in the Hur-
leyville Fire District. The 
Hurleyville Fire Depart-
ment will be responsible for 
the protection of lives and 
properties at the develop-
ment.

The group meets at 
7:00pm on the 4th Tues-
day of each month at the 
Hurleyville Firehouse. The 
meeting is open to the pub-
lic.

Visit CHNA at  www.
columbiahill.org  and on 
Facebook to learn how you 
can help to protect your en-
vironment and your com-
munity by demanding re-
sponsible and sustainable 
development.
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

HURLEYVILLE- 
SULLIVAN FIRST (HSF)

Hurleyville-Sullivan 
First held the 29th annual 
“DECK THE DOORS” hol-
iday decorating contest on 
December 18. Members of 
the group toured every road 
in Hurleyville on the night 
of the contest and judged all 
holiday-decorated doors in 
the hamlet. Winners of the 
contest were awarded priz-
es furnished by Hurleyville 
business owners and mem-
bers of Hurleyville-Sulli-
van First.

The winners of the con-
test were:

TOM AND GINNY 
BECERRIL

THE CARABALLO 
FAMILY

THE DEVINE FAMILY
THE KRASNIQI 

FAMILY
THE TERPSTRA 

FAMILY
CONNIE AND ANDRES 

VEGA
RYAN AND BETHANY 

WOOD
Prizes for the winners 

were provided by Catskill 
Amusements, Media Ber-
ghout, Decant Wine & Spir-
its, Jampond, izzy’s aunt, 
and QQL Enterprises, LLC.

Here are the members of 
the “DECK THE DOORS” 
Hall of Fame:
LeeAnn and Ron Besimer

The Ditchik Family
The Dromazos Family
Ruth and Dick Forest 

Ryan Forest
Diane and Tony Harvey

Dawn and Shawn 
McCarthy

Terry McGrath
Cathy and Bob Orlowsky

The Rose Family
Jakuin and Ken 

Saunders
Leisha and E Snihura

Annette and Ernest Wood
For more information 

about Hurleyville and Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First, 
please visit the group on 
Facebook or at www.hur-
leyvilleny.com.

HURLEYVILLE 
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH
The Bread of Life food 

pantry will be open on 
Thursday, January 22 and 
on Thursday, January 29 
from 3 until 4:45 p.m. Vis-
itors to the food pantry 
are asked to please bring a 
bag. The volunteers at the 
food pantry appreciate the 
support of the community. 

“Messy Church” will 
be painting the snow and 
serving lunch on Saturday, 
January 20 from 12 to 2 
p.m. Children of all ages 
are invited to join in the 
fun.

Sunday services are held 
at the church at 9 a.m. 
Children of all ages can at-
tend Sunday school at the 
church during services.

Pastor Wendy delivers 
sermons on the church’s 
page on Facebook at 11 

a.m. on Sundays.
All are invited to pray 

with others over the phone 
on the church’s prayer line 
on Sundays from 7 – 8 
p.m. The prayer line phone 
number is 605-472-5491 
and the access code is 
251678. 

The Bible study group 
meets in the sanctuary at 
the church every Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. 

Donations of diapers, 
new socks, new underwear 
and new t-shirts for chil-
dren in foster care are be-
ing collected at the church. 
The volunteers collect new 
t-shirts and new underwear 
for veterans along with new 
clothes for women who are 
starting over after escaping 
from domestic violence. 
Please contact Cookie at 
845-428-5871 or Goldie at 
845-467-1641 for more in-
formation on the program.

Anyone in need of gen-
tly used winter clothing 
for adults and children can 
contact the church at 845-
434-5097.

Please call Lonnie at 
845-798-4809 for more in-
formation on services and 
activities at the church. 
You can also get updates at 
the church’s page on Face-
book.

THE SULLIVAN 
COUNTY MUSEUM 

AND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Thanks to all the organi-
zations and individuals who 
participated in making the 
Holiday Tree Display such 
a success.

The historical and ge-
nealogical archives at the 
Sullivan County Museum 
are open for exploration on 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. or by appointment.

Guided tours of the Muse-
um…behind the scenes and 
regular exhibits…are avail-
able. There is no charge for 
the hour-long tours but reg-
istration is required. Please 
call 845-434-8044 to make 
a reservation.

Sullivan County memo-
rabilia and books describ-
ing the history of Sullivan 
County are always avail-

LOOKING BACK Sullivan County Legislature Lists 2025 Accomplishments
MONTICELLO	

-- The Sullivan County Leg-
islature had a busy year in 
2025. The County’s Direc-
tor of Communications, Dan 
Hust provided this report on 
their accomplishments over 
the past year:

INTRODUCTION
Comprising the governing 

body of Sullivan County, the 
nine members of the Leg-
islature are elected by and 
beholden to the voters and 
taxpayers of the County. As 
such, it is the Legislature’s 
desire to inform citizens of 
the work County govern-
ment has accomplished on 
their behalf. This report is 
meant to fulfill that goal.

However, citizens of Sul-
livan County need not wait 
for an annual accounting of 
legislative activities. Any 
time of the year, their calls, 
questions, comments and 
concerns can be relayed to 
the Legislature as a whole 
or legislators individually. 
Complete contact and meet-
ing information is available 
at www.sullivanny.gov/de-
partments/legislature or by 
calling the Clerk of the Leg-
islature at 845-807-0435.

2025 MEMBERS 
• District 1 – Matthew 

McPhillips, Democrat, 
Majority Leader, represent-
ing the townships of Beth-
el, Highland, Liberty and 
Thompson (hamlets of Mon-
gaup Valley, Smallwood, 
White Lake, Kauneonga 
Lake, Bethel, Eldred, Yulan, 
Highland Lake, Barryville, 
Swan Lake and White Sul-
phur Springs)

• District 2 – Nadia Rajsz, 
Democrat, Chair, represent-
ing the townships of For-
estburgh, Lumberland and 
Thompson, including the 
Village of Monticello (ham-
lets of Forestburgh, Glen 
Spey and Pond Eddy)

• District 3 – Brian 
McPhillips, Democrat, 
representing the townships 
of Liberty, Neversink and 
Rockland (hamlets of White 
Sulphur Springs, Parksville, 
Neversink, Grahamsville, 
Claryville, Livingston Man-
or and Roscoe)

• District 4 – Nicholas 
Salomone Jr., Republican, 
Minority Leader, repre-
senting the Township of 
Mamakating, including the 
villages of Bloomingburg 
and Wurtsboro (hamlets of 
Summitville, Phillipsport, 
Spring Glen and Burling-
ham)

• District 5 – Catherine 
Scott, Democrat, represent-
ing the townships of Cal-
licoon, Cochecton, Dela-
ware, Fremont and Tusten 
(hamlets of Youngsville, 
Callicoon Center, North 
Branch, Callicoon, Horton-
ville, Kenoza Lake, Fremont 
Center, Obernburg, Hankins, 
Long Eddy, Cochecton, 
Lake Huntington and Nar-
rowsburg)

• District 6 – Luis Alvarez, 
Democrat, representing the 
townships of Bethel, Calli-
coon, Liberty and Thomp-
son, including the villages 
of Jeffersonville and Liberty 
(hamlets of Ferndale, Harris, 
Swan Lake, White Sulphur 
Springs and Youngsville)

• District 7 – Joseph Perrel-
lo, Republican, Vice Chair, 
representing the townships of 
Fallsburg and Mamakating, 
including the Village of Wo-
odridge (hamlets of Wood-
bourne, Fallsburg, Mountain-
dale and Glen Wild)

• District 8 – Amanda 
Ward, Republican, repre-

senting the townships of 
Fallsburg and Thompson, 
including the Village of 
Ateres (hamlets of Harris, 
Kiamesha Lake, South Falls-
burg, Woodbourne, Loch 
Sheldrake and Hurleyville)

• District 9 – Terry Bloss-
er-Bernardo, Republican, 
representing the townships 
of Mamakating and Thomp-
son, including the Village of 
Monticello (hamlets of Rock 
Hill, Thompsonville and 
Glen Wild)
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Taxes and Finances

• Adopted a 2026 budget 
which significantly reduced 
the proposed property tax 
increase without cutting 
services

• Completely avoided 
short- or long-term borrow-
ing in 2025, thus not creat-
ing any new debt

• Oversaw a plateauing 
but substantial year of sales, 
mortgage and room tax reve-
nues, collectively exceeding 
$100 million

• Updated Lodging 
Facility Room Occupancy 
Tax Law to more equitably 
and accurately address the 
burgeoning short-term rental 
industry

• Sullivan County remains 
in best financial shape ever 
and free of fiscal stress, as 
ranked by the NYS Comp-
troller’s Office 

Infrastructure
• Division of Public Works 

paved 34 miles of roads, 
chip-sealed 36 miles more, 
plus repaired three embank-
ments, replaced 21,000 feet 
of guiderail and restriped all 
County roadways

• Completed construction 
of new Airport Terminal, 
utilizing $18.5 million State 
grant to create an attractive, 
revenue-producing facility

• Switched to new hauler 
and landfills for municipal 
solid waste at no additional 
cost, in anticipation of even-
tual closure of a previous-
ly-utilized upstate landfill

• Approved Local Solid 
Waste Management Plan, 
which encourages innova-
tive thinking in managing 
the County’s waste stream

• Replaced worn-out, 
decades-old floor at Social 
Services (Travis) Building in 
Liberty

• Undertook more than 
$21 million for road and 
bridgework in 2025, without 
any need for bonding

• Three bridges replaced, 
two bridges rehabilitated, 
and one bridge eliminated 
by a road re-alignment

• Allocated more than $15 
million for road and bridge-
work in 2026

Public Health, Welfare and 
Safety

• Continued an EMS fly 

car service that has already 
reduced emergency med-
ical response times by an 
average of 15 minutes per 
call by supplementing and 
supporting the existing EMS 
agencies

• Added a full ambulance 
to the fly car service during 
the busiest months of the 
year

• Won a half-million-dollar 
grant from the NYS Depart-
ment of Health to improve 
local emergency services

• Authorized agreements 
to plan and design an emer-
gency communications/cell 
tower in Jeffersonville, with 
construction to begin next 
summer

• Approved rates of pay 
and benefits to successfully 
attract experienced NYS 
corrections officers to the 
County Jail and Sheriff’s 
Office, filling nearly all open 
positions and significantly 
reducing mandated overtime 
callouts

• Continued a bonus pay-
ment throughout 2025 for 
Care Center employees who 
volunteered to pick up addi-
tional shifts during specific 
days/times

• Authorized the issuance 
of a request for proposals 
to undertake a comprehen-
sive study of groundwater 
throughout the County

• Resurrected the Human 
Rights Commission, adding 
a full roster of commis-
sioners and employing the 
Commission’s first full-time 
executive director

• Continued funding 
for and operation of the 
Community Assistance 
Center, created during 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
and still a key connector 
between residents and the 
food, shelter and services 
they need

• Authorized the addition 
of a weapons detection 
system and more Sheriff’s 
deputies to the lobby of 
the Government Center, to 
protect both employees and 
the public

• Reauthorized agreements 
to keep warming shelters 
in Liberty and Monticello 
available seven nights a 
week for the entirety of the 
2025-2026 winter season

• Added cannabis to the 
list of items covered under 
the Social Host Law, which 
holds social-gathering hosts 
accountable for the illegal 
provision and/or usage of 
drugs and alcohol at those 
gatherings by youth under 
age 21 

• Opposed the siting of 
a landfill by Ulster Coun-
ty along the border with 
Sullivan, a plan which was 
ultimately withdrawn

Economic and Workforce 
Development

• Oversaw a year where 
Sullivan County consistently 
held a top-ten spot State-
wide for job growth and low 
unemployment

• Allocated $250,000 of 
needed matching funds to 
the Town of Liberty in order 
to extend water/sewer infra-
structure down Old Route 
17 to create shovel-ready 
development sites 

• Enacted a $300,000 
tourism enhancement grant 
program (using room tax 
revenues) with the Sullivan 
Catskills Visitors Associa-
tion

• Approved a second 
round of leadership devel-
opment training for County 
staff

• Extended the County’s 
Military Leave Policy for 
paid and unpaid leave time 
to all active-duty members 
of the U.S. military, not just 
those serving overseas

• Continued the highly 
successful Sullivan Promise 
Scholarship Program, which 
pays for two full years of 
tuition for any Sullivan 
County high school graduate 
who attends SUNY Sullivan

• Funded Electrical, EMT 
and CNA classes for local 
adults seeking to better their 
prospects and improve their 
skills, with graduates not 
having to pay any tuition

• Continued the popu-
lar Move Sullivan public 
transportation service, which 
expanded to serve north-
western Sullivan County in 

early 2025 and added shorter 
loops in downtown Monti-
cello and Liberty

• Worked with the Sul-
livan County Chamber of 
Commerce, Partnership for 
Economic Development, 
and Town and Village of 
Liberty to provide resources 
and alternative employment 
for those displaced by the 
closure of the PepsiCo plant 
in Liberty

Community Initiatives
• Finalized and began 

administering the largest 
single grant in County 
history – $29.9 million – to 
bring wired and wireless 
broadband Internet access to 
the majority of the County’s 
communities, with construc-
tion beginning this past fall

• Allocated a record 
$387,500 to various local 
organizations serving youth

• Approved the replace-
ment of RSVP (Retired 
Senior Volunteer Program), 
which had been ended by the 
Federal government, with 
the County-funded Sullivan 
Volunteers program, open to 
all ages

• Authorized the second 
annual Emergency Services 
Youth Academy, which 
exposed local teens to a 
wide range of emergency 
responders and response 
equipment this past summer

• Coordinated well-re-
ceived, well-publicized 
Black History Month and 
Juneteenth programs during 
Legislature meetings

• Completed a pilot food 
recycling program, whose 
success has spurred the 
County to begin the permit-
ting process for a compost-
ing facility at the Monticello 
Transfer Station

• Continued a paint recy-
cling program, at no cost to 
users or taxpayers

• Authorized the formation 
of an Advisory Committee 
to prepare a Comprehen-
sive Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Master Plan

• Disbursed more than 
$341,000 to over two dozen 
nonprofits and community 
groups to use for worthwhile 
projects, under the Legisla-
tive Discretionary Contract 
Funding Program

• Continued funding of a 
Countywide roadside litter 
pluck (adding water bodies 
and shorelines) and House-
hold Hazardous Waste Days

• Authorized covering the 
Hudson Valley Rivermen 
basketball team’s costs to 
utilize SUNY Sullivan’s 
Fieldhouse for home games 
(which are open to the pub-
lic at no charge)

THE HURLEYVILLE SENTINEL. 
Covering Main Street and Beyond 

227 Main Street 

Hurleyville, NY 12747 

845-707-6000 
hurleysent@hotmail.com 

www.hurleyvillesenInel.com 
 

Editor-in-Chief ……………………………………………………………………...  John Conway 
Website Editor…………………………………………………………………… Kathleen Sullivan 

 
Contributors: Kelly Adams, Walker Budde, Mira Comstock, Luna Daugherty, 

Brian Dennis, Win Hadley, Jack Halchak, Jane Harrison, Jasper Lantz, Lily Barrish 
Levner, Rose Mandelbaum, Lydia McArdle, Mimi, Eve Minson, Allegra C. 

Ramirez, Jack Robbin, Emme[ Schwalb, Jonathan Shimkin, John Simon, Denise 
Sullivan, Kathleen Sullivan  

 

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
Sullivan County 

Legislature Chair 
Nadia Rajsz

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
District 8 Legislator 

Amanda Ward represents 
Hurleyville at the county 

level.



January 2026	 Hurleyville Sentinel, Hurleyville, N.Y.	 Page 3

A LOOK BACK AT 2025

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
On March 4, the Town of Fallsburg held a public hearing at the Hurleyville Performing Arts 
Centre (HPAC) to address proposed changes to town zoning laws. HPAC’s ballroom was 
jammed with what may have been the room’s largest assembly ever, comprising mostly 
concerned adults, media reporters and a group of students from Hurleyville’s Collabora-
tive College High School, the secondary campus of the Homestead School. Most of the 
public speakers were adamantly against the zoning changes, citing environmental prob-
lems caused by the existing large housing developments in the town - wells running dry, 
retention ponds overflowing with sewage into creeks on farm properties, and the crum-
bling state of the municipal water and sewer systems causing frequent water main breaks.

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
Archtop Fiber, the leading regional provider of multi-gig, lightning speed fiber Internet 
and phone service across the Northeast, broke ground in Sullivan County in June. Fueled 
by New York State’s ConnectALL Municipal Infrastructure Program administered by Em-
pire State Development, which aims to expand broadband infrastructure throughout New 
York State, Sullivan County was awarded a substantial $29.9M of the collective $240M+ 
state-wide funding announced to date. In celebration of the groundbreaking, executives 
and officials from Empire State Development, Archtop Fiber and Sullivan County gathered 
at The Bethel Woods Center to unveil regional expansion plans.

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
In June, The Hurleyville Performing Arts Centre (HPAC) announced the launch of a capital campaign aimed at restoring 
the iconic Luzon Train Station of the O&W Railroad. A local landmark that has stood unused since the 1950s will soon 
be transformed into a vibrant programming and event space dedicated to celebrating the rich history and artistic spirit 
of the Sullivan County community. At the heart of the restoration project is an inspiring community mural, which will be 
displayed within the station’s restored vestibule. The mural will consist of 350 hand-painted 4x4 tiles, each created by 
members of our community. The interconnected design of trees celebrates unity and symbolizes a renewed vision for a 
thriving Sullivan County brought together by the performing arts.

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
The “Love Our Land” parade and protest in Hurleyville on September 21 was a huge success according to Mountain Dale 
farmer Brett Budde, one of the organizers of the event. The parade, which Mr. Budde estimated drew about 350 people 
to the hamlet, was sponsored by the Fallsburg Coalition for Sustainable Growth, “a grassroots movement of concerned 
citizens working to protect the rural nature of Fallsburg and [its] water.” Mr. Budde called the afternoon “an opportunity 
to demonstrate our community’s strength.”

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
On April 29, The Center for Discovery honored Nelly Bly 
Arougheti at the 25th Annual Evening of Discovery Gala 
- raising an historic $4.2 million, the most in the event’s 
history. Held at Cipriani 42nd Street in New York City, the 
Gala marked a milestone moment in support of The Cen-
ter’s groundbreaking programs and services. An interna-
tionally recognized research and innovation organization, 
The Center serves nearly 1,200 children and adults annu-
ally who have complex disabilities, medical frailties, and 
Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD).

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
Ted Reinstein, a reporter for WCVB-TV, channel 5 in Bos-
ton, MA was in Hurleyville in July with his field producer 
to film a segment of his feature on the Catskill Mountains.
The five-minute-thirty-second piece aired as an installment 
of the regular weeknight news segment, Chronicle, billed 
as “an insider’s guide to New England,” on Monday, Au-
gust 25. Among those interviewed for the part of the seg-
ment dealing with the Borscht Belt were Sentinel reporter 
Lily Barrish Levner and editor John Conway, the Sullivan 
County Historian.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Rabbi Simcha Zajac led the Chanukah celebration at Fallsburg’s Town Hall in December. 
“We have always had a celebration at shul and this year we combined it with the town 
to make it a community thing. It’s the first time doing it together. There was a menorah 
outside and inside,” said Nate Steingart, president of the Fallsburg shul and Town Super-
visor.

PHOTO PROVIDED
“The Chanukah party at Temple Sholom in Monticello was 
a fun, festive, and fabulous event where 30 people gathered 
to celebrate the first light of the holiday together through 
story, song, food, and games. I am grateful for my wonder-
ful team who assisted me in making this event happen. May 
we each continue to be a shining light in our community 
through our good deeds and charity!” said Lois Weinstein, 
organizer.

PHOTO PROVIDED
“The community menorah lighting in Parksville was embraced by people who bundled 
up, drove and walked to the gathering spot. It was filled with songs and sweets, with con-
versation and camaraderie. The Chanukah lights shone as a beacon for each of the eight 
nights. This nightly illumination and gathering gently warmed the hamlet,” said Hope 
Blecher Croney, organizer.

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
A new children’s book by 
local resident Nancy Bacha-
na,   “The Key to Puzzler’s 
Lock” is the story of two 
fifth-graders, Vivian and 
Aiden, best friends who use 
their knowledge of the his-
tory of the D&H Canal and 
their puzzling skills to solve 
a mystery. It was published 
in March by 40story Books. 
The timing of the book’s 
release was intentional, as 
2025 marked the bicenten-
nial of the groundbreaking 
for the D&H, as well as the 
200th anniversary of the 
opening of the Erie Canal.

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
The Town of Fallsburg voted 
in a new Supervisor in No-
vember, as longtime coun-
cilmember Nathan Steingart 
won an overwhelming victory 
on Election Day. He replaces 
one term incumbent Michael 
Bensimon, who did not run 
for re-election, choosing in-
stead to run for a seat on the 
Town Council, which he won. 
It was the third time in the 
last three Supervisor elec-
tions that the position has 
changed hands.



The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-
ing for help, to fight fire or 
support those that do. We 
even supply all the gear 
and provide all the training 
needed, for free. Stop by 
any Monday night and find 
out how you can help.

In December, the Fire 
Department held their an-
nual elections, for 2026:

Line Officers:
Chief - Charlie Payne
1st Assistant Chief - Fred 

Froehlich
2nd Assistant Chief - 

Tony Harvey
Captain – Joshua Colon
1st Lieutenant - Ron 

Besimer
Captain of the Fire Po-

lice - Eddie Ayala
Executive Officers:
President - Jim Kaufman
Vice President - Braiden 

DeGraw
Treasurer - John Jaycox
Secretary - Erica Payne
Congratulations to all the 

officers, and I wish you a 
Safe and productive year.

It’s 2026, Happy New 
Year to everybody

We have had a few snow-
storms, with more to come. 
Please clean off your car 
before heading out. Snow 
flies off your roof and can 
hit another vehicle behind 
you in the windshield and 
blind the driver. I have 
seen people driving with 
a little peep hole of snow 
removed from their wind-
shield.

Snow plowers: Please 

DO NOT bury fire hy-
drants when you plow. If 
you have a hydrant in front 
of your house, it would be 
nice if you dug it out.

With the weather we 
have been having, be care-
ful of downed wires. If 
you see downed wires, 
DO NOT touch them, stay 
back and call 911. 

December saw the Coun-
ty firefighters respond to 
several structure fires. 
Combustibles (wood) piled 
too close to the stove, poor 
electrical wiring, unattend-
ed cooking, and wood ash-
es placed in a plastic buck-
et just to name a few of the 
causes. Make sure to main-
tain your heating devices.

Remember to keep com-
bustibles at least three feet 
from a heating device. 
When you come in from 
the outdoors, be careful 
where you hang your hat 
and gloves to dry by the 
woodstove, fireplace or 
other heating devices.

Many of you may have 
received or purchased 
some type of electronics 
this holiday season. Make 
sure you read the instruc-
tions for the correct way 
to charge your device. DO 
NOT use third party char-
gers, use the charger that 
came with your device. A 
third-party charger may not 
meet the exact specifica-
tions to charge your device 
and may fail, damage your 
device and or start a fire.

I hope everybody is ready 
for the next storm. Can you 
survive without power for 
a couple of days?

Coming up on Febru-
ary 14 is the Hurleyville 
Fire Department/Town of 
Fallsburg 38th Annual Ice 
Fishing Contest. Morning-
side Lake is the place to be 
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tro-
phies, prizes, bait, raffles 
and fun.

Everybody have a Safe 
Happy New Year.

Be Safe Out There.

FALLSBURG – Benjamin 
Cosor Elementary School 
is excited to announce their 
elementary Honor Roll and 
Superintendent’s Honor Roll 
recipients for the first mark-
ing period of the 2025-2026 
school year. Students who 
made the Honor Roll list 
earned an overall grade-point 
average of 3.0-3.5, and stu-
dents who made the Super-
intendent’s Honor Roll list 
earned an overall grade-point 
average of 3.6-4.0. 

Grade 4
Honor Roll: Hannah Ar-

royo, Fatima Baig, Emerson 
Choc Choc, John Darcy, Rob-
ert Decker, Breelynn Frunzi, 
Ryan Frunzi , Alexis Gold, 
Bubacarr Kassama, Jamarkis 
Mack, Xavier Martinez, Livia 
Mungeer, Vincent Nipitella, 
Jayden Nunez Mejia, Savan-
nah Ocasio, Ryan Patnode, 
Autumn Pinelli, Logan Pur-
cell, Leonardo Sabovic, Sa-
vannah Saravia, Tida Sawo, 
Emerson Vallejo Lezama, 
Aubree Van Wolde, Vincent 
Velez, Sebastian Whitaker, 
and Madelyn Wiltsie.

Superintendent’s Honor 
Roll: Aven Mendoza Garcia.

Grade 5
Honor Roll: Jalen Antho-

ny, Abigail Bensimon, Ab-
igail Call, Owen Castillo, 
Ancel Chavez, Aubrey Cur-
tin, Giuliana DiCostanzo, 
James Geagley, Jaime Giron 
Paredes, Erick Hernandez 
Orantes, Emanuel Hilerio 
Calderon, Alessio Hugo Al-
varez, Maydelin Jacobo Lo-

pez, Elias Lopez, Giavanna 
Mack, Ashton Mahodil, Eli-
ana Montenegro Sandoval, 
Zoe Murry, Gabriel Ortiz, 
Zoe Otero Deras, Dove Pic-
ciotti, Kenneth Reyes Sierra, 
Ruano Lopez Ashley, and Ja-
cob Rubio Romero.	

Superintendent’s Honor 
Roll: Mila Anthony. 

Grade 6
Honor Roll: Johan Blan-

don Salinas, Santiago Brito 
Garcia, Elijah Cruz, Saman-
tha Darcy, Kadence Duncan, 
Katherine Giron Cabrera, Ja-
cob Graham, Esther Grande 
Lagos, Gianna Guerrero, 
Hudson Healy, Ivan Her-
nandez Cortes, Eliza Lagos 
Guardado, Mason Li, Steven 
Loja Tenezaca, Enina Lula-
naj, Bryan Maldonado Al-
varado, Zoya Meer, Anthony 
Mora Ceron, Levi Nicanor 
Perez, Lincoln Oneal, Leslie 
Peralta Rosa, Alayna Phitts, 
Jax Pillius, Jean Carlos Pi-
neda Reyes, Mason Pomales, 
Ez’ra Ricketts, Daniela Rios 
Nunez, Taylor Simms, Syd-
ney Johnson, and Queenie 
Wang.

Superintendent’s Hon-
or Roll: Mila Arroyo, Ja-
cob Boynton Torres, Amore 
Brown, Giada Evangelista, 
Jax Frunzi, Ravyn Henry, 
Jase Hermann, Josiah Hinton, 
Jackson Hockenberry, Bri-
anna Johnson, Muhammed 
Kassama, Braylee Maitland, 
Elizabeth McManus, Skyla 
Restrepo, Madax Simpson, 
Mirey’ah Steele, and Elijah 
Torres.

MONTICELLO – Ak-
tion Club of Sullivan 
County members were 
involved with exception-
ally busy and heartwarm-
ing end of year projects. 
They collected non-per-
ishable food items from 
club members, agency 
reps and Kiwanis Co-Ad-
visors and had fun dec-
orating and filling bas-
kets for Thanksgiving 
that were distributed to 
families in need in the 
Fallsburg, Liberty and 
Monticello School Dis-
tricts, Federation for the 
Homeless and United 
Way of Sullivan Coun-
ty. They delivered a bas-
ket containing both food 
and games to the Sulli-
van County Family Court 
Children’s Center.   

In addition, they col-
lected toys and games 
that were dropped off 
at the Sullivan County 
Sheriff’s Department for 
disbursement to children 
in the County. They also 
collected and delivered 
gently used coats, gloves 
and scarves to the Feder-
ation for the Homeless.

The November meeting 
included a thank you and 
farewell to the outgoing 
officers and installation 
of the new 2025-2026 of-
ficers and the December 
meeting began with the 
installation and welcom-
ing of three new mem-
bers.  

The Aktion Club of Sul-
livan County is sponsored 
by the Kiwanis Clubs 
of Monticello and Wo-

by Lily Barrish Levner

HURLEYVILLE – For 
one night in December the 
Center Stage on Main Street 
resembled a chic second-
hand boutique. Tables and 
racks were filled with pre-
owned clothes. Many of 
them were given to LeeAn-
na Maniace, owner of The 
Yoga Space Catskills, by 
people who no longer wore 
them; some came from her 
own closet. People also 
showed up the day of with 
bags of clothing to donate. 

“You never know what 
you will find. You don’t 
love what’s in your closet 
anymore, but someone else 
might,” Ms. Maniace said. 

This was the second 
time this event was held, 
and there are already plans 
for another one soon. Ms. 
Maniace saves whatever 
doesn’t get scooped up and 

uses it for the next one.
Ms. Maniace explained 

that when she was young-
er, her love for fashion was 
sparked by a box of inter-
esting clothing items in her 
family’s attic. She would 
try on her mother’s dresses. 
Then she started to design 
her own clothes in a little 
notebook. 

“I’ve always been into 
fashion, not mainstream, 
in my own way,” she said. 
“Being health and environ-
mentally conscious, I get 
most of my clothes thrift-
ed or hand-me-downs. My 
friends and family would 
trade clothes. The fast fash-
ion world is bad for the en-
vironment. The clothing in-
dustry creates a lot of waste 
and workers are underpaid. 
So, this way just trading 
clothes with friends and 
thrift shopping, you’re not 
contributing to that.”

“It’s definitely good for 
the environment, saving 
clothes from going into the 
landfill,” said Sarah Ditt-
mar, a regular yoga partici-
pant at the studio. 

Restricted to women only, 
the clothing swap is a great 
excuse to get together and 
socialize with other women 
in the community. Mock-
tails and snacks were pro-
vided. Delicious focaccia 
bread from La Salumina 
was served. Ms. Maniace 
took the time to share her 
knowledge, as well—stat-
ing how the cherry tart juice 
she selected was good for 
eliminating inflammation in 
one’s body. 

The Yoga Space has a 
class every day of the week, 
and on weekends, there are 
classes too. Ms. Maniace 
welcomes everyone into the 
studio, no matter their abili-
ty level, and encourages all 
to come check out a class!
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 
calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

From the Firehouse

PHOTO PROVIDED
Aktion Club members displaying toys and games that were delivered to the Sheriff’s Dept.

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED

AKTION CLUB CONTINUES TO SPREAD HOLIDAY SPIRIT

TRADING CLOTHES IS GOOD FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
Clothing Swap at The Yoga Space Catskills

Benjamin Cosor 
Elementary School 

Announces First Marking 
Period Honors

‘A cold coming we 
had of it,
Just the worst time of 
the year
For a journey, and 
such a long journey:
The ways deep and 
the weather sharp,
The very dead of 
winter.’

That’s one of the Magi 
speaking, in old age, look-
ing back upon a journey 
taken “a long time ago”—
the opening words of T.S. 
Eliot’s “The Journey of the 
Magi.”

Eliot wrote the poem as 
a Christmas gift. He’s like-
ly not the first person you 
think of when you think of 
Christmas poems — not 
in the class of Clement 
Moore, say, or Irving Ber-
lin. Yet from 1927 to 1931, 
he contributed an annu-
al poem to the Christmas 
greeting card sent out by 
Faber & Faber publishing. 
The cards, in pamphlet 
form, were called the Ariel 
Series. “The Journey of the 
Magi” was the first of five 
from Eliot, which he even-
tually grouped together as 
a sequence and published 
as “The Ariel Poems,” 
each, he made clear, “on 
a subject suitable for the 
Christmas season.” 

The landscape his Magi 
journey through is more 
New England than Middle 
East — frozen and severe. 
The travelers regret the 
summer they’ve left be-
hind, yet are impelled to 
search in unknown regions 
for an unclear epiphany, 
fearing all the while their 
journey might be folly. 
Even afterwards, after 
Bethlehem, they’re not 
sure what, exactly, they 
found.

Eliot had plenty of room 
for invention here. The 
entire episode, in the sec-
ond chapter of Matthew, 
is characteristically spare 
— “fraught with back-
ground,” in one schol-
ar’s phrase. The text has 
“Magi” in its original 
Greek, a term that has 
given many translators 
pause. In the King James, 
they are “wise men”; in 
the New English, “astrol-
ogers”; in Sarah Ruden’s 
recent version, “diviners” 
– members of some priest-
ly order or caste “from 
the east,” perhaps Persia. 
Matthew specifies neither 
their names nor number. 

The Western tradition says 
they were three; the East-
ern tradition, twelve.

The Magi follow astro-
nomical signs that lead 
them to Jerusalem. It’s a 
logical place to search, 
the hub of things in Judea. 
Ironically, they only hear 
about Bethlehem from 
Herod himself, who at-
tempts to deploy them as 
his agents in eliminating 
the threat of a potential 
King arising among his 
colonial subjects. 

So, they head south 
and find the infant at Jo-
seph and Mary’s home in 
Bethlehem (the “no-room-
at-the-Inn” narrative is 
exclusive to Luke). They 
offer their gifts and depart, 
taking a different route to 
avoid Herod and the risk 
of betraying their mission. 
That’s about all we learn 
from Matthew. Yet these 
rudiments of story have 
proved durable and been 
elaborated ever since with 
a profusion of detail. The 
Magi have acquired names 
and a kingly status not in-
dicated in the Gospel.

What captured Eliot’s 
imagination was the jour-
ney itself – the uncertainty 
of it, the hardship of it. For 
Eliot, the Magi are univer-
sal pilgrims, a trope not 
only for his experience of 
conversion to Anglicanism 
in 1927, the year he wrote 
the poem, but for all the 
pilgrims on this planet, for 
all of us making the hard 
journey across space and 
through time. “The Magi 
were drawn by a power 
which they did not un-
derstand,” he commented, 
“and I used them as types 
of a kind of person who 
may be found at almost 
any period of history.” 

His poem came to mind 
when I was caught out in 
the first big snow of the 
season, a nor’easter of 

grand proportions, on De-
cember 2. This was not 
the fluffy stuff; it was wet, 
heavy, and fell all day. I at-
tempted to navigate Route 
17 at mid-day, anxious 
to get home from work 
before the roads became 
impassible. But the roads 
were already impassible, 
Route 17 a slush of snow 
and ice churning into slur-
ry, making for precarious 
passage. “A hard time we 
had of it…” I gave up, 
turned around, and spent a 
night away from home.  

There was a moment on 
Route 17, between Bloom-
ingburg and Wurtsboro, 
when the realization that 
I wasn’t going to make it 
home, that Divine Corners 
was out of reach, landed, 
and a sharp pang of home-
sickness pierced my heart. 
Over the course of the rest 
of the day (and night), the 
acuteness of that sensation 
seemed to spiral outwards, 
in sympathetic diffusion, 
taking in the homeless 
ones, the uprooted and 
lost, the dispossessed 
and abandoned, the state-
less ones, those swept up 
and dropped down upon 
strange shores — the Magi 
in their cold hard journey; 
Mary and Joseph cast out 
and seeking a place to rest 
and shelter. Who gets a 
room at the Inn and who 
gets expelled? And who 
decides? 

In a time when a harsh 
and wintry world is ca-
reening along a perilous 
road, my hope for 2026 
and beyond took shape: 
may no one feel a stranger 
on this Earth, may all find 
their way home.

Jonathan Shimkin, writer 
and editor, may be con-
tacted at jonathanshim-
kin@gmail.com, or via 
his website: jonathan-
shimkin.weebly.com.

Out Divine Corners Way

by Jonathan Shimkin

PHOTO PROVIDED

PHOTO PROVIDED

odridge and is comprised 
of individuals with vari-
ous degrees of disabilities 
who are affiliated with 

Arc the Greater Hudson 
Valley, New Hope Com-
munity and The Center 
for Discovery.  They are 

always thrilled to do what 
they can to help others 
and to spread cheer in the 
community. 



All the while, the little 
kitten peered down, watch-
ing Trent’s every move 
with interest.

Trent could think of no 
Plan B. He was about to 
accept his humiliation and 

call for help when he heard 
angry shouting.

“All of it!” a deep voice 
demanded. “In the bag!”

From the direction of 
the sound, Trent knew the 
voice was coming through 
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DUMPSTER MAN An Excerpt from the new novel by Mike Vreeland

Local author Mike 
Vreeland has written a 
new middle-grade nov-
el, Dumpster Man, an 
action-packed story of 
a young superhero with 
an unfortunate name. 
Twelve-year-old Trent 
Hartwood helps out at his 
relative’s pizza shop. One 
summer night, things do 
not go as planned. Here’s 
an excerpt…

A frail meowing echoed 
from the dumpster’s dark 
interior. Trent pulled an 
old crate to the dumpster, 
climbed on it, and pointed 
his phone’s flashlight in-
side.

Huddled in the far corner 
was a little mass of gray 
fluff with two big eyes star-
ing back at him. A tiny kit-
ten wobbled back and forth 
in the wet slime and let out 
another weak meow. Trent 
wondered if that was cat 
language for help me.

“Hey little buddy, how’d 
you get in there?” Trent 
twisted sideways and 
shined his light around the 
alley, looking for some-
thing to help him retrieve 
the kitten, but nothing 
looked suitable.

Trent sighed. He knew 

he couldn’t leave that lit-
tle kitten in the dumpster. 
He’d have to go in. He 
didn’t even want to think 
about the possibility of 
maggots crawling around 
on the slime-covered metal 
floor.

“A Scout is helpful,” he 
reminded himself, remem-
bering the phrase from his 
recent Scout meetings. He 
boosted himself to the top 
of the dumpster and slow-
ly lowered himself inside, 
holding his phone between 
his teeth for some illumi-
nation in the cavernous 
space. Once in, he shined 
the light around. I might 
as well check it out while 
I’m here. I’ll never be in a 
dumpster again in my life, 
I hope.

Trent had to take a breath 
and held his T-shirt to his 
face. It did little to block 
the scent, so he let it drop. 
The kitten meowed again.

“I’ll save you, little bud-
dy.” Trent spoke softly, try-
ing not to scare the kitten. 
“Let’s get you out of here.” 
He scooped up the kitten 
and held its shaking little 
body against his chest. Its 
feet were covered in slime, 
and now so was Trent’s 
T-shirt.

Trent placed the kitten 
on the dumpster lid and 
then planned his own exit. 
Unfortunately, there was 
no crate inside to stand on 
for leverage to lift himself 
out. Trent turned off his 
phone’s light and slid it 
into his back pocket, rely-
ing on the dim glow from 
the building lights to keep 
his bearings in the dump-
ster. He kicked the garbage 
bag to a spot on the floor 
below the opening. Hop-
ing the bag would give him 
enough added height to lift 
himself out, he stepped on 
it. It squished and popped 
under his weight.

“Great,” he muttered.
He folded the bag over on 

itself to gain some height.
Almost.
He jumped and tried 

to lift himself out, but he 
didn’t have the strength 
in his arms to hold on. 
When he landed on the 
bag, it slipped across the 
slimy floor and down he 
went, face-first into the 
goo. He stood up, spitting 
and blinking and gagging 
from the smell. He reached 
around to the back of his 
T-shirt to find a clean spot 
and stretched it enough to 
wipe his face.

SULLIVAN 180 ANNOUNCES 
2026 FUNDING 

AND PROGRAMS 
Grant Applications Are 
Now Available Online

MONTICELLO KIWANIS 
SPREADS HOLIDAY CHEER

EverGreen Meadow Exec. Director Visits Monticello Kiwanis

MONTICELLO – The 
Kiwanis Club of Monti-
cello is continuing their 
tradition of spreading the 
holiday spirit by assisting 
local community programs 
in enhancing the well-be-
ing of those in need.

In support of the club 
mission of improving 
the world, one child and 
one community at a time, 
the club donated $200 to 
PRASAD Children’s Den-
tal Health Program, which 
has been improving the 
oral health of children by 
having its mobile clinic 
partnering with Sullivan 
County School Districts 
to provide needed dental 
services to many youths in 
our community.

The club contributed 
$200 to United Way for 
Thanksgiving goodies and 
followed through in De-
cember with games and 
toys to help United Way 
make the holiday season 
more enjoyable for chil-
dren and families in the 
community through their 
Project Care Program. In 
addition, $200 was pre-
sented to Federation for 
the Homeless to the delight 
and appreciation of Pro-

gram Administrator Kathy 
Kreiter.

The club also donat-
ed $200 to a Single Bite 
whose mission is to fight 
food  insecurity by pro-
viding nutritious prepared 
meals to children and fam-
ilies in the County.  They 
also are supporting Alzhei-
mer families and programs 
by contributing $100 to the 
Orange/Sullivan Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s.  

Monticello Kiwanis 
President Marvin Rappa-
port stated that the club 
can continually support 
the needs of the commu-
nity thanks to the mem-
bers and the local residents 
supporting its major fund-
raisers – both which are in 
honor and in memory of 
exceptional Kiwanis mem-
bers-- the Bob Huebner 
Memorial Rose Sale and 
Bernie Shore/Rose Rai-
mond Fundraising Dinner 
at Yanni’s Restaurant.  

The club meets the first 
Monday of the Month at 
Albella’s Restaurant at 6 
p.m.  For further informa-
tion, visit Monticello NY 
Kiwanis Club Facebook 
Page.

LIBERTY – The 2026 
Sullivan 180 grant programs 
are open, and the following 
applications are available: 
Community Beautifica-
tion, School Beautification, 
Municipal Partnership and 
Community Development. 
Application deadlines, 
grant resources and eligibil-
ity vary. All grants require 
that youth be engaged in or 
impacted by the projects.

Community Beautifica-
tion Grants fund the cre-
ation and care of gardens 
and public spaces where 
people live, work, and 
play, promoting vibrant and 
healthy communities.

School Beautification 
Grants support schools in 
enhancing their campuses 
and creating welcoming, 
natural environments for 
students and staff. Gar-
dening, planting trees and 
creating gardens, outdoor 
learning spaces strengthens 
students’ and staff connec-
tion to their school and fos-
ters pride in place by engag-
ing.

Municipal Partnership 

Grants assist Sullivan 
County towns and villages 
with the care of public spac-
es, supporting youth initia-
tives, and/or environmental 
stewardship.

Community Develop-
ment Grants support public 
art, community events, trail 
stewardship, pocket parks 
and other initiatives that 
implement placemaking 
tools to build healthy com-
munities.

“Sullivan 180 focuses on 
the social determinants of 
health by engaging volun-
teers to improve the built 
and natural environments 
of their communities,” said 
Denise Frangipane, Sulli-
van 180 CEO. “Sullivan 
180 grants provide resourc-
es for grassroots, volunteer 
and community driven ef-
forts. This is the people and 
the places part of our mis-
sion to build a healthy com-
munity.”

For more information or 
to download applications, 
visit www.Sullivan180.org/
grants-scholarships or call 
(845) 295-2680.

MONTICELLO – Adri-
enne Jensen, Executive 
Director of EverGreen 
Meadow Services & Acad-
emy, was guest speaker at 
a recent Monticello Ki-
wanis Club Meeting. She 
shared an interesting and 
informative presentation 
describing EverGreen’s 
support programs and ser-
vices for adolescent girls 
who are struggling with 
emotional and behavioral 
impacts of trauma, anxi-
ety, depression and other 
mental health challenges 
in our community as well 
as across the entire New 
York State. They are in the 
process of opening a resi-
dential treatment and mid-

dle school campus in Rock 
Hill to serve these young 
girls. They are also part-
nering with local schools 
and community-based or-
ganizations to help deliver 

empowerment and preven-
tive programs. 

The mission of Ever-
Green Meadow is to serve 
lives and open pathways to 
brighten futures, one girl 
at a time.  Their mission is 
similar to that of Kiwanis, 
which is to improve the 
world one child and one 
community at a time.  

The Monticello KiwanIs  
Club meets the first Mon-
day pf the Month at 6:00 
PM at Albella’s Restau-
rant in Monticello, NY.  
For further information 
regarding their activities, 
check out Monticello NY 
Kiwanis Club Facebook 
Page.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Display of games and toys to United Way. From Left – Unit-
ed Way Chief Professional Officer Julian Dawson and Ad-
min. Asst. Valerie Simone
On Right – Kiwanians Linda Barriger, Marvin Rappaport 
(Pres) and Sheila Lashinsky.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Evergreen Meadow Execu-
tive Director Adrienne Jen-
sen (left) and Monticello Ki-
wanis Program Chairperson 
Linda Barriger following the 
presentation.

the screen door of the pizza 
shop.

They’re being robbed! 
With all of his strength, 

Trent pulled himself up 
just enough to peer over 
the edge of the dumpster 
wall. Through the screen 
door he heard the faint ping 
of the register opening. He 
couldn’t see his aunt, un-
cle, or Bree, the server, but 
things did not feel good.

Trent watched from the 
shadows as two men ran 
out the door. The taller one 
stuffed a gun in his belt. He 
pulled off his ski mask as 
he ran, giving Trent a good 
profile view of his enor-
mous nose. The shorter, 
stockier man, still wearing 
a ski mask and gloves, fol-
lowed closely behind car-
rying a cloth bag.

Trent lowered himself 
out of sight in the dump-
ster and listened as the men 
bolted past. He looked up 
at the kitten crouching on 
the dumpster lid, watching 
the scene with bug-eyed 
cat curiosity.

The footsteps faded. A 
car engine rumbled to life 
and tires squealed.

We’re safe now, cat.
Trent heard his aunt and 

uncle talking, but not what 

they said.
At least no one was hurt, 

he thought. He pulled out 
his phone to call 9-1-1, but 
his hand shook so much 
that he missed the numbers 
and had to try again.

He couldn’t finish dialing 
the second time either. His 
whole body, every muscle, 
felt tingly and electric. Is 
this what being terrified 
feels like?

Something dripped down 
the back of his neck. When 
he reached up to wipe it 
off, his fingers landed in 
slime. Then he felt his hair. 
The goo seemed to be all 
over. He tried to wipe it 
off, but more and more 
kept coming, oozing out of 
his skin. This is like some 
horror movie! He took a 
deep breath. I’m not going 
to panic. I’m not going to 
panic.

He turned his phone 
camera to selfie mode and 
moved it around for a bet-
ter look. His face, his hair, 
his clothes, everything was 
covered in a layer of green 
slime. Trent took a whiff. 
The slime didn’t have any 
smell. In fact, he smelled 
no dumpster smell at all.

Trent shoved the phone 
into his back pocket, right 

through the layer of slime, 
and looked up at the kitten. 
“I have to get out of here, 
little buddy.”

The kitten stared down 
at him and tilted its head. 
Trent laughed. He felt less 
scared knowing he wasn’t 
alone—even if it was only 
with a kitten for company.

“One more try, buddy.” 
Trent grabbed the edge of 
the dumpster and jumped.

“Whoa!” 
Trent shot up into the 

air, higher than nearby 
buildings. He looked down 
and saw the kitten, a mere 
speck on the dumpster lid. 
As he plummeted toward 
the pavement, his only 
thought was I’m gonna 
die! He reached out and 
grabbed onto the railing of 
the pizza shop building’s 
third-floor fire escape and 
dangled for a few seconds 
until he got his footing. He 
looked down in disbelief. 
What the heck just hap-
pened? 

Dumpster Man will be 
available beginning Jan. 
23, 2026, on Amazon and 
at local stores. More infor-
mation at dumpsterman-
book.com.

PHOTO PROVIDED



by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
The Generals of SUNY Sul-
livan men’s basketball team 
will swing back into action 
in New York City on Satur-
day, January 10 after a near-
ly month long break, taking 
on Borough of Manhattan 
Community College in a 1 
p.m. contest.

The break was a welcome 
one, as Sullivan has dropped 
its last seven games, entering 
the new year with a 4-11 re-
cord. The Generals last vic-
tory was on November 20, 
when they downed Kings-
borough Community Col-

lege in Brooklyn, 84-81.
On the season, Sullivan 

is averaging 72.3 points per 
game as a team, while sur-
rendering 81.5, The team has 
thus far shot 42.2 per cent 
from the floor, including 28 
per cent from 3-point range, 
and is converting 60.3 per 
cent from the foul line. They 
have been outrebounded on 
the year through the end of 
December, by a margin of 
37.3 to 33.7 rebounds per 
game.

Freshman forward Tomas 
Hernandez leads the team 
in scoring average, with 
15.5 ppg through 11 games. 
Freshman guard Xavier 

Beckwith is next, putting up 
13.3 ppg in 13 games. David 
Fowler, a freshman who has 
seen playing time at both 
guard and forward, is the 
only other player averaging 
in double figures, with 10.6 
ppg in 13 games.

Following the game 
against Manhattan—which 
won an earlier contest be-
tween the two clubs in Loch 
Sheldrake on November 
1, 68-67—the Generals 
have two more road games, 
against Bronx Community 

College and Suffolk County 
Community College, before 
returning home to the Paul 
Gerry Fieldhouse on Satur-
day, January 17 for a clash 
with powerhouse Monroe 
University – Bronx. Game 
time is 1 p.m.

Incidentally, it was that 
same Monroe University 
– Bronx team that dealt the 
Generals their last defeat, a 
102-74 drubbing on Decem-
ber 13 in the Bronx. The Ex-
press are 11-4 on the season 
as the Sentinel went to press.

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE—
The Hudson Valley River-
men, Sullivan County’s new 
entry in the American Bas-
ketball Association, contin-
ue play this month at Paul 
Gerry Fieldhouse at SUNY 
Sullivan.

The Rivermen, play-
ing their first season in the 
ABA, have seven home 
games remaining. Admis-
sion to the home games is 
complimentary.

Here is the schedule:
Sat., Jan. 10, 2026 @ 

2:15 pm: Rivermen vs. 
Connecticut Surge​

Sat., Jan. 17, 2026 @ 

5:30pm: Rivermen vs. Sara-
toga Racers

Sun. Jan. 25, 2026 @ 
2:15pm: Rivermen vs. The 
New York Lights

Sat., Jan. 31, 2026 
@4:15pm: Rivermen vs. 
Herkimer Originals

​Sat. Feb. 14, 2026 @ 
4:30pm: Rivermen vs. TBD

Sat. Feb. 21, 2026 @ 
5:30pm: Rivermen vs. 
Binghamton Bulldogs

The Rivermen began play 
this year in the Northeast 
Region of the ABA, which 
in 2000 became a stand 
alone league and currently 
represents more than 160 
teams across the United 
States.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 
But have you ever stayed

to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 
Are people really playing

darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?
As it turns out, darts are

huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.
We’ve also got a home

team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 
It’s the Tuesday before

Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 
She is joined by her hus-

band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 
The basics: teams go

head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”
After listening some more,

I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.
“I tried the pool league we

have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”
Everything is done

through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 
“We’ve had some really

good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 
But for him, the best out-

come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 
Feeling so welcomed and

engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 
Believe it or not, despite

multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 
“We usually make play-

offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 
They say they’re amidst a

“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 
In any case, you don’t

have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. The first person 
to email the most correct answers to hurleysent@hotmail.com will win a 
prize. Have fun!

January Questions:
	 1.	 Alex Ovechkin has more career goals than any NHL player ever 
		  (912 and counting). Wayne Gretsky (894) is second, Who has 
		  the third highest career total?
	 2.	 What National Hockey League team has won the most Stanley 
		  Cup championships? 
	 3.	 How Many Canadian cities have had NHL franchises at one 
		  time or another?
	 4.	 What two teams played in the NHL’s first Winter Classic Game?
	 5.	 Which NHL team won four straight Stanley Cups in the early 
		  1980s?

December Answers:
	 1.	 He scored 110 points in three games at the 1964-65 ECAC 
		  Holiday Festival college basketball tournament at Madison 
		  Square Garden, and was a near unanimous choice as 
		  tournament MVP, even though his team won just one game. 
		  Who was he? (Bill Bradley of Princeton)
	 2.	 In that same 1964-65 Holiday Festival, this legendary coach’s 
	 	 team won the championship in his final season with an upset 
	 	 victory over the nation’s top team in the final game. Who was 
		  the coach? (Joe Lapchick of St. John’s)
	 3.	 This freshman was chosen the Most Valuable Player in the 
		  1981 Holiday Festival as his team won the championship. 
		  Who was he? (Chris Mullin, St. John’s)
	 4.	 In what year was the first ECAC Holiday Festival basketball 
		  tournament held at Madison Square Garden? (1952)
	 5.	 What was the last year the Holiday Festival basketball 
		  tournament was held at Madison Square Garden? (1977)

No winner last month.
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SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
One hundred sixty-six par-
ticipants took to the ice in 
February for the 37th An-
nual Hurleyville Fire De-
partment Town of Fallsburg 
Youth Commission Ice Fish-
ing Contest. Cole Ward of 
Liberty (pictured) stole the 
day with a 5.05-pound, 25-
inch walleye, the first wall-
eye registered in the tour-
nament in seven years.

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
“Ringside in the Mountains,” the newly completed docu-
mentary about the history of boxing in the Catskills made 
its big screen debut at an invitation only viewing at the 
Hurleyville Performing Arts Centre cinema in November. 
About 100 people watched the film, and applause was 
heard throughout.

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
Above: The 2025 version of the Sullivan O&W Rail 
Trail Alliance’s HO&WL Haunted History Walk in Oc-
tober was a great success. Organizers said they “had 
many more people show up than we expected.”

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
At right: After a prolonged absence, intercollegiate 
soccer is returning to SUNY Sullivan. Athletic Direc-
tor Simon Clement announced that both men’s and 
women’s teams are expected to begin play in the 
Mid-Hudson Conference of the National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association’s Region XV in the fall of 
2026.

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
In recognition of World Sauntering Day on June 19, The 
Hurleyville Sentinel announced that it would sponsor a 
walk on the Milk Train Trail guided and narrated by long-
time Sullivan County Historian John Conway.  World Saun-
tering Day is celebrated internationally each year.

SUNY SULLIVAN CAGERS BACK IN ACTIONHUDSON VALLEY 
RIVERMEN 

CONTINUE PLAY
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