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ROCK HILL – The United 
States Department of Agri-
culture Rural Development 
team paid a visit to The Cen-
ter for Discovery’s Children 

Specialty Hospital in Rock 
Hill earlier this month. 

It was USDA support, in-
cluding a critical low-interest 
loan that helped make the 

groundbreaking facility pos-
sible. TCFD leadership, in-
cluding President and CEO, 
Dr. Teresa Hamlin, was 
grateful to be able to show 
how the partnership is now 
transforming care for chil-
dren on a daily basis.

The children from the CSH 
created their own special 
thank-you notes to share with 
the USDA team - a heartfelt 
reminder of the impact of the 
collaboration.

LIBERTY – The 2025-2026 
Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram (HEAP) season got under-
way in Sullivan County on De-
cember 1, according to the New 
York State Office of Temporary 
and Disability Assistance.

“The original date of Novem-
ber 3 was delayed due to the 
Federal government shutdown. 
Now that the shutdown has end-
ed, we’re glad to be able to offer 
this lifeline to eligible Sullivan 
County residents,” notes Sullivan 
County Health & Human Ser-
vices Commissioner John Liddle.

What to Do if You’re Seeking 
HEAP Benefits

Sullivan County’s HEAP Of-
fice has been open all along to 
answer questions and help ap-
plicants (845-807-0142, heap@
sullivanny.gov). Those who 
already received early out-
reach letters will automatical-
ly receive their HEAP benefit. 
Those who have yet to apply 
should do so at www.myben-
efits.ny.gov, or at the Depart-
ment of Social Services, but 
please call ahead to confirm.

Applications can also be 
obtained from the County’s 
community partners (please call 
first):

• Action Toward Independence, 
845-794-4228

• Independent Living, 845-
794-3322

• Sullivan County Office for 
the Aging, 845-807-0241

Who Is Eligible for HEAP
Eligibility and benefits are 

based on income, household size, 
the primary heating source, and 
whether or not the household has 
a member who is under age six, 
over age 60, or is permanently 
disabled. 

HEAP this year will provide a 
one-time benefit of between $400 
and $996 for a delivery of home 
heating fuel, dependent on the 
type of system used at the resi-
dence. (An Emergency HEAP 
benefit, offering another fuel pay-
ment, is anticipated to become 
available in January.)

Income thresholds have al-
ready been established by New 
York State:

The Sullivan County HEAP 
Office can be reached at 845-
807-0142 (hit option #2) or 
heap@sullivanny.gov. The fax 
number is 845-292-4651.

MONTICELLO – Need a last 
minute gift or stocking stuffer? 
Give the gift that keeps on giving 
(no, not that one!) You can enjoy 
good dining all year, while help-
ing support NAMI Sullivan by 
purchasing a discount card that 
can be used at over twenty local 
restaurants and eateries all over the 
County. A Taste of Sullivan is in 
its sixth year raising much needed 
funds for NAMI Sullivan County, 
the local affiliate of the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness. Your 
one-time purchase of $25 for the 
discount card is a tax-deductible 
donation to NAMI Sullivan. The 
card entitles you to unlimited use 
from January 1 thru December 31, 
2026 at participating businesses for 
the offer they’re extending; be it a 
discount on eat-in or take out or a 
free item with purchase.

Special thanks to all of the restau-
rants taking part –  BVH Sports 
Bar (Barryville), Mountain View 
(Bloomingburg), Local Pizza, West-
ern Inn (Callicoon), Annie’s Ruff Cut 
(Cochecton), Homestead Restaurant 
at the Eldred Preserve (Eldred), Aro-
ma Thyme Bistro, Tony & Nick’s 
Italian Kitchen (Ellenville), Casa 
Mia, Forage and Gather Café, Tan-
go Café  (Hurleyville),The Cabin, 
Jeff’s Diner (Jeffersonville), Sorella 
Pizza (Kauneonga Lake), Casa Di 
Longobardi,  Chick-E-Ribs, Liber-
ty Diner, New Munson Diner, Star 
Bar and Grill (Liberty), Woodstock 

Way (Kauneonga Lake), Ciao Bel-
la, DeFillipi’s Bakery, El Tequilero 
Mexican Restaurant, Miss Monti-
cello Diner, Monticello Bagel Bak-
ery, Salt & Pepper: The Kitchen, 
Solaia, Starters, Tilly’s Diner, Yan-
ni’s (Monticello), Basbousa (Moun-
taindale), Blue Fox Restaurant 
(Narrowsburg), Neversink General 
Store (Neversink), North Branch 
Inn (North Branch), The Brew, 
Dutch’s, El Sombrero, Kevin’s Val-
ley Table, Pizza the Rock, Rock Hill 
Café and Deli (Rock Hill), Court-
yard, Rockland House, Roscoe Beer 
Company, Roscoe Diner, The Spot-
ted Owl Café and Grill (Roscoe), 
White Sulphur Springs Inn (White 
Sulphur Springs), Las Mananitas, 
Pasta D’Oro (Wurtsboro) and Park 
Bar (Yulan)

Cards can be purchased online 
with PayPal, debit or credit card by 
visiting namisullivan.org – or you 
can purchase them with a check 
(made out to NAMI Sullivan) in 
the amount of $25 per card. You 
can either pick them up in person, 
or include your mailing address 
and phone number so that we can 
get the cards to you. Mail to: NAMI 
Sullivan, 20 Crystal Street, Monti-
cello, NY 12701. Proceeds of this 
and all fundraising stay local and 
go to expand opportunities and en-
rich the lives of people living with 
mental illness and their families. 
For additional information, phone 
(845) 794-1029.

USDA VISITS TCFD 
Touring Children’s Specialty Hospital

HEAP SEASON IS OPEN 
Funding Restored, Applications to be Accepted

A TASTE OF SULLIVAN 
Eat Well and Support NAMI 

A Beautiful Day for Holiday in Hurleyville
by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE — Al-
though some of the visitors 
to the hamlet on Saturday, 
December 6 for the annual 
Holiday in Hurleyville cele-
bration noted that this year’s 
events seemed to lack a cer-
tain excitement that has al-
ways been the trademark of 
past year’s extravaganzas, 
everyone admitted they en-

joyed themselves.
From Breakfast with San-

ta at the Hurleyville Per-
forming Arts Centre to the 
lighting of the Christmas 
tree in the park by the mu-
nicipal parking lot to the lu-
minaria along the east side 
of the Milk Train Trail, the 
day was filled with activities 
at venues stretching from 
the Collaborative College 
High School on one end of 
Main Street to the Sullivan 
County Museum  on the oth-
er, and included virtually ev-
erything in between.

The weather cooperated, 
as the snowstorm and frigid 
weather of the week lead-
ing up to the festivities gave 
way to mostly clear skies 
and more seasonal—though 
still chilly—temperatures.

The day’s activities be-
gan and ended at HPAC, as 
the morning visit by Santa 
Claus started things off and 
a beautifully arranged hol-
iday concert that followed 
the tree lighting in the eve-
ning closed out the activi-
ties. The Sullivan County 

PHOTOS BY LILY BARRISH LEVNER
1. The magnificently ap-
pointed   ballroom at HPAC 
prior to the evening holiday 
concert.
2. Some of the revelers at 
the evening   tree lighting 
ceremony.
3. Many visitors stayed well 
into the evening to take in 
all of the events.
4. The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s popular 
Theme Tree exhibit at the 
County Museum was a high-
light of the day.
5.  The lighted tree by the 
municipal parking lot on 
Main Street.
6. Rabbi Zierler spoke at the 
tree lighting and Minora un-
veiling.
7. The weather cooperated 
as the evening was cold but 
clear.

Representatives 
from the 
United States 
Department 
of Agriculture 
toured the 
TCFD Children’s 
Specialty 
Hospital in Rock 
Hill this month.

PHOTOS PROVIDED
TCFD President and CEO, 
Dr. Teresa Hamlin explains 
the trademarked SynergE6 
program to the USDA visi-
tors

Historical Society’s annual 
Theme Tree Exhibit at the 
County Museum was partic-
ularly cited by visitors as a 
highlight of the day.

The accompanying photos 
are by Lily Barrish Levner.
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	 Household 	 Monthly Income
	 Size	 Maximum
	 1	 $3,473
	 2	 $4,542
	 3	 $5,611
	 4	 $6,680
	 5	 $7,749
	 6	 $8,818



different people from all 
walks of life come together 
as a community to support 
each other, work with each 
other, and achieve a com-
mon goal for such a mean-
ingful cause. Thank you to 
the Fallsburg Town Board, 
and thank you to the com-
munity for coming together 
and supporting this project. 
A huge thank you to Andrea 
Videlfsky and The World-
wide Daffodil Project and 
to Jerry Klinger and the 
Jewish American Society 
for Historic Preservation. 
Truly a special day.”

Among the poignant mo-
ments was the presentation 
by Mrs. Mimi Werner, who 
spoke about her brother, 
Emanuel. While Harris held 
a framed photo of Emanu-
el, Mimi spoke about the 
brother she never met, one 
who was murdered by the 
Nazis when he was a child. 
A grandson whose hand 
was last held by his grand-
mother, a son outlived by his 
father, a brother who never 
met his sister. Surrounded 
by friends and people she 
met just last month, Mrs. 
Werner planted a yellow 
daffodil bulb in his memo-
ry, to honor her brother. 

These two plantings con-
cluded the 2025 garden 
season in Sullivan County. 
What made these happen, 
and the ones that have tak-
en place since September 
11, 2022, were people who 
believed that these yet-
to-blossom bulbs repre-
sented hope for the future. 
Each garden, from the first 
at Congregation Agudas 
Achim in Livingston Man-
or to the final for 2025 on 
Sturgis Road in Monticello, 
has been a concerted effort 
undertaken with care and 
respect. As shared by Har-
riet Dorfman, “The diverse 
greater community has em-
braced the project.”

I believe the community 
complements the mission 
of the worldwide Daffodil 
Project, and that of orga-
nizations such as Sullivan 
Allies Leading Together, the 
Sullivan County Chamber 
of Commerce, the Sullivan 
County Legislature, NY 
State Assembly, Bold Gold 
Media, Temple Sholom, and 
Hope’s Compass; each of 
whom had a representative 
among the volunteers get-
ting their hands onto bulbs 
and knees into good ol’ 
Mother Earth. In his compli-
mentary style, Jerry Klinger 
shared, “The Compass of 
Dignity for all humani-
ty guides Hope Blecher’s 
life. Without Hope’s Com-

pass,  the Daffodil Project 
would never have happened 
(in Sullivan County).”

What is next for these col-
laborators? There is more to 
come in 2026, when these 
bulbs blossom. There will 
be a beautiful yellow glow 
around the county. Some 
of the attendees are already 
planning to return to see 
their flowers. A group of 
young girls was overheard 
asking their chaperone to 
come for a picnic at their 
row of daffodils. Others are 
looking forward to com-
ing back to draw and pho-
tograph the flowers. In her 
words, “Each garden, each 
bulb, each trowel of Moth-
er Earth, is a tiny, mighty, 
beautiful step of remem-
brance and of life.”

What impact has Sullivan 
County had on the Daffodil 
Project at large? Simply visit 
the virtual map on their web-
site at www.daffodilproject.
net. Before 2022, the coun-
ty was not notably present. 
Taking a look today, one 
can see many yellow daffo-
dils on this map, each one 
marking where people gath-
ered together, where hands 
and jeans got dirty, where 
people chatted, and plant-
ed. Each one making their 
mark, making a difference 
for years to come. 

While atrocity led to the 
founding of the Daffodil 
Project, these gatherings 
showed the best in us, in 
people; the best of our kind-
ness towards each other. 
This was seen in the actions 
of the people who laid the 
topsoil on each garden. Ob-
servers saw the handshakes, 
tears, and hugs, and the 
touching act of Abigail T., 
a high school student, who 
made a wooden sign to hon-
or her ancestors. That mark-
er can be seen in Fallsburg, 
and it both commemorates 
and honors. Such are the 
personal and public out-
comes of these events, the 
unforeseen tributes that are 
guiding lights for those to 
come.  

The public is invited to 
keep up to date with future 
plantings and events. They 
can go to www.HopesCom-
pass.org, www.DrHope-
sHub.org, and/or follow 
me on Facebook at Hope’s 
Compass, a nonprofit fund 
of The Community Foun-
dation of Orange and Sul-
livan. For those interested 
in supporting this project, 
tax-deductible donations 
are accepted at Hope’s 
Compass Fund | Commu-
nity Foundation of Orange 
and Sullivan. 

HURLEYVILLE – On 
two beautiful autumn morn-
ings, Camaraderie, Caring, 
and Comfort described 
the scenes at Morningside 
Park and Campground in 
Fallsburg, and the Sullivan 
County Government Center 
in Monticello, New York. 
What brought 100 people 
together for 2.5 hours on 
a Sunday and a Friday, re-
spectively? Why get one’s 
hands dirty with soil and 
flower bulbs? The reason 
was to be part of something 
for and with the communi-
ty.

People came together; 
they ranged in ages from 
nine months old to 80 years 
old. Some were in strollers, 
while others donned knee 
pads, and a few walked 
with canes. They were sit-
ting side by side on benches 
and in the tilled land. They 
participated in the largest 
public plantings of yellow 
daffodil bulbs in Sulli-
van County to date. Why? 
They came to be part of the 
worldwide Daffodil Project, 
whose international mis-
sion is to plant 1.5 million 
yellow daffodils, each one 
representing a child who 
perished in the Holocaust. 
(For more information, visit 
www.daffodilproject.net). 

Combined, 9,000 yellow 
daffodil bulbs were planted 
over two days. Among the 
participants were students 
from the Fallsburg Central 
School District and from 
SUNY Sullivan, children 
with their parents, siblings, 
and grandparents, members 
of police and fire depart-
ments, county legislators, 
county residents, and vis-
itors from more than 70 
miles away. 

“It was nice to see so 
many parts of the com-
munity come together for 
such a great cause,” Jeremy 
Levner, one of the partici-
pants, said. 

The goal and the mission 
of these hand-planted gar-
dens were literally set in 
stone. Jerry Klinger, Presi-
dent of the To Save a Life 
Foundation and the Jewish 
American Society for His-
toric Preservation, donated 
the 9,000 bulbs and en-
graved plaques set by Ray 
Croney on the boulders do-
nated by E. Tetz and Sons. 
These ensure that in the 
months and years ahead, 
visitors to the gardens, and 
those who pass by, will be 
aware of the rationale be-
hind the beautiful blossoms. 

In the words of Andrea 

Videlefsky, President, 
Founder of The Daffodil 
Project: 

“The Daffodil Project as-
pires to build a worldwide 
living Holocaust memorial 
by planting 1.5 million daf-
fodils in memory of the 1.5 
million children who per-
ished during the Holocaust 
and in support for children 
suffering in humanitarian 
crises in the world today. 

“We are deeply grateful 
for the partnership between 
The Daffodil Project, the 
Town of Fallsburg, Morn-
ingside Park, the Sullivan 
County Legislature, the Sul-
livan County DPW, Hope’s 
Compass, the volunteers, 
and the Jewish American 
Society for Historic Preser-
vation that brings this proj-
ect to fruition. Now more 
than ever, we need collab-
orative passion that drives 
our mission to bring peace, 
tolerance, compassion, and 
understanding to the world. 
When these daffodils bloom 
in the spring, they will bring 
beauty, unity, and hope as 
we remember the children 
and remind ourselves to 
continue to work towards a 
better future.”

In this era of ZOOM, AI, 
and social media, these two 
gardens were established 
through in-person conver-
sations. Sullivan 180’s Car-
mela Hugel spoke with me 
and then introduced me to 
Arnold and Harris Seletsky. 
Martin Colavito was at my 
side during the presentation 
to the legislators.  Sullivan 
County Director of Com-
munications, Dan Hust, 
became the point of con-
tact, and when he informed 
me that the legislators had 
voted to approve the gar-
den, I was grateful and a 
tad surprised at how quick-
ly that had occurred. What 
followed over the next 10 
months were calls, emails, 
texts, and site visits, includ-
ing a few hard-hat-wearing 
visits to Tetz’s quarry. The 
results were well worth the 
time and effort, as reflected 
in the comments, gratitude, 
and compliments that fol-
lowed each planting. 

Reflecting on the plant-
ing, Harris Seletsky shared: 

“It was an honor to rep-
resent the Town of Fall-
sburg and to be a part of 
such a meaningful initia-
tive. We are very fortunate 
and grateful that this proj-
ect crossed our path and we 
were able to contribute. It 
was beautiful and special 
to see and watch so many 
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FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

A Snow Devil is also 
known as a snownado, but 
you are forgiven if you 
have never heard either of 
the terms. It is even more 
unlikely that you have ever 
witnessed the weather phe-
nomenon.

According to the website, 
International Cloud Atlas, 
a Snow Devil is a form of 
whirling column of air with 
varying height, a small di-
ameter, and an approxi-
mately vertical axis. 

The Snow Devil is a very 
rare phenomenon that oc-
curs when surface wind 
shear acts to generate a 
vortex over snow cover, re-
sulting in a column of snow 
particles being raised from 
the ground into the air.

Snow Devils are so rare 
that only a few of them have 
ever been seen in photos or 
videos. A photo of one is 
included with this column. 
The photo was taken from a 

video shot in the Alps near 
Lessach, Austria in April of 
2015. 

The website ChaseDay.
com notes that “while 
snownadoes are not as 
strong as tornadoes, they 
still create a mesmerizing 
sight. Only a handful have 
been captured on camera, 
which adds to their rarity 
and allure.

“Whether you’re a weath-
er enthusiast or a curious ob-
server, witnessing a snowna-
do is a unique experience 
that highlights the fascinat-
ing complexities of nature.

Although Snow Devils 
are extremely rare, torna-
does during the winter sea-
son are not. Find out why in 
a future column From the 
Weather Center!

John “the Weatherman” Si-
mon writes a regular column 
on weather for The Sentinel. 
He lives in Hurleyville.

I’ve heard too much and seen too much
To let go of what I’m feeling

The hate that’s being spewed these days
Makes me dizzy and I wonder how we’re dealing

With the words and actions done out loud
So, I’ve decided to revisit a poem I wrote in 2023

In the hope the words will make
A dent in our humanity

You can say you hate the snow or rain
Or that traveling is a hateful chore

You can say you hate the summer heat
But that’s what fans and AC are for

You can say that you hate mustard
On a bun with ham and cheese

Because this is how you’d order it
Add some extra mayo, please

You can say that you hate reading
Turning pages of a book

You prefer to read by Kindle
Once you find a cozy nook

Let’s remove the HATE word from our mouths
Unless used as shown above

Try lessening the use of this four-lettered word
Let’s express ourselves with more LOVE

It’s really unkind to hate people
For their color, their race or their creed

Remember the words of the Golden Rule
To treat others as you’d like to be treated

The world would be better indeed!

- Mimi
  December 2025

THE QUESTION OF HATE REVISITED

HOLIDAY TOY TRAIN SHOW
At Mamakating Historical Society

WURTSBORO – This 
month, the Mamakating 
Historical Society in con-
junction with the Town of 
Mamakating will feature a 
holiday show of toy trains! 
The event is for all ages and 
will feature multiple oper-
ating train tables accom-
panied by displays show-
ing the history of model 
toy trains, from the early 
“wind-up” models on up 
to the electric trains of the 
1950s to today. “We call 
these ‘Legacy’ trains since 
they have lasted for gener-
ations,” explained David 
Lewis, president of the Ma-
makating Historical Soci-
ety. “Not only do they last 
for generations, but model 
trains help to usher in the 
holiday season.”

The train show will be 
up and running on display 
Sunday, Dec. 21, from 12 
to 4 p.m. at the Mamakating 
Town Hall, located at 2948 
Route 209, Wurtsboro, NY. 
Admission is $3 per person 

or $5 per family.
There will be refresh-

ments available for every-
one while you take in the 
sights and sounds of elec-
tric trains made by compa-

nies such as Lionel, Marx, 
and American Flyer. Toy 
trains are loved by all ages, 
so why not join in with the 
fun? And who knows, it 
might even inspire you and 

your family to dust off that 
old train set in the attic! 
For more information, call 
845-857-8635 or email ma-
makatinghistorical@gmail.
com.

SNOW DEVIL
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Daffodil Gardens: Where Community Camaraderie Blooms

PHOTO PROVIDED
The plaque at the Town of Fallsburg planting.

PHOTO PROVIDED
The Fallsburg Central School District students who partic-
ipated in the planting.



This is an opinion piece 
submitted by Fallsburg’s 
Future, and does not 
necessarily represent the 
opinion of The Hurleyville 
Sentinel, its publisher, edi-
tor, or staff. The opinion is 
presented as written, and 
has not been edited or fact-
checked. The Hurleyville 
Sentinel welcomes other 
responsible viewpoints on 
this and other topics.

Dear Friends 
and Neighbors,

The Catskills are fac-
ing one of the most reck-
less development propos-
als in recent memory: a 
1.5-million-square-foot 
warehouse and trucking 
terminal proposed by Kro-
eger USA on the banks of 
the Neversink River in the 
Town of Thompson. To put 
that into perspective, this is 
the equivalent of 25 foot-
ball fields—a massive in-
dustrial footprint on one of 
the region’s most environ-
mentally sensitive rivers.

This is not just poor plan-
ning—it is a direct threat 
to our water, wildlife, and 
the very character of the 
Catskills. The Neversink 
River is globally recog-
nized as a cold-water trout 
fishery and home to en-
dangered species like the 
Brook Floater. It supports 
recreational fishing, tour-
ism, and local livelihoods. 
A project of this magnitude 
brings inevitable thermal 
pollution, storm water run-
off, chemical contamina-
tion, sedimentation, habitat 
destruction, and aquifer de-
pletion—all of which pose 

irreversible damage.
Some have suggested ex-

ploring an alternative loca-
tion for the warehouse. But 
this raises serious ques-
tions: how can a project 
of this size—25 football 
fields—be relocated with-
out simply transferring 
the environmental damage 
elsewhere? Moving it away 
from the Neversink may 
spare that specific water-
way, but it would still re-
quire massive impervious 
surfaces, heavy industrial 
use, package plants, and ex-
pansive paved areas. These 
impacts do not disappear—
they only shift. Moreover, 
we have no information on 
what the warehouse will 
store or whether hazardous 
materials might be kept 
on-site, which is especial-
ly concerning when com-
bined with proximity to 
groundwater and streams.

Despite these risks, the 
Draft Scoping Document 
released by the Town of 
Thompson Planning Board 
fails to adequately assess 
the full scope of the en-
vironmental and public 
health impacts. Residents, 
anglers, hunters, and envi-
ronmental groups—includ-
ing Catskill Mountainkeep-
er, Backcountry Hunters & 
Anglers, Theodore Gordon 
Flyfishers, and Trout Un-
limited—are calling for a 
much more comprehensive 
review.

Supporters of the project 
argue it could bring jobs 
and economic benefits to 
Sullivan County. Howev-
er, that outcome is far from 
guaranteed. Development 

proposals often promise 
“job creation,” yet the re-
ality can be far more lim-
ited—and sometimes those 
jobs never materialize. In 
some cases, tax subsidies 
or abatements offset much 
of the projected revenue 
gains, meaning residents 
shoulder the environmental 
burden while receiving lit-
tle in return. Without trans-
parency on employment, 
ownership, operations, or 
tax agreements, the com-
munity cannot realistically 
weigh the benefits against 
the risks.

Why this project is dan-
gerous:

The proposed warehouse 
would rely on private wells 
and septic systems, dra-
matically increasing stress 
on the region’s aquifers. 
Its location directly on the 
Neversink’s western bank 
means that millions of 
square feet of impervious 

surfaces will contribute to 
stormwater runoff, thermal 
pollution, and sedimenta-
tion—all of which degrade 
water quality and fisheries 
habitat.

The project would also 
bring:

• Thousands of truck 
trips, resulting in diesel 
emissions and air pol-
lution.
• Noise and light pol-
lution affecting nearby 
residents.
• Aesthetic and scenic 
destruction of a critical 
natural corridor.
• Increased risk of 
flooding and climate-re-
lated impacts.

Disadvantaged com-
munities near the project 
would bear the brunt of 
these impacts, raising seri-
ous environmental justice 
concerns.

Package plants, which 
many large developments 

depend on, have a trou-
bling history in this re-
gion. They are often poorly 
maintained, fail over time, 
and release untreated or 
partially treated wastewa-
ter into the environment. A 
warehouse of this magni-
tude would require signifi-
cant wastewater and storm 
water infrastructure—cre-
ating long-term liabilities 
that the community may 
ultimately pay for, finan-
cially and environmentally. 
The scale of the building 
alone makes even minor 
system failures catastroph-
ic.

What must be done:
The Draft Environmen-

tal Impact Statement must 
be expanded to rigorously 
examine and mitigate all 
potential harms, including:

• Riparian buffer loss.
• Aquifer depletion and 
reduced base flows.
• Thermal runoff and 
sedimentation.
• Wastewater and septic 
contamination.
• Trucking emissions 
and chemical pollut-
ants.
• Fisheries, wildlife, 
and endangered species 
impacts.
• Community character 
and scenic impacts.
• Climate-related risks.
• Full alternatives and 
mitigation, including a 
no-build option.

Beyond technical assess-

ments, the Planning Board 
must protect sensitive 
habitats, maintain riparian 
setbacks, and ensure that 
vulnerable communities 
are not disproportionately 
harmed. Public engage-
ment is critical: residents 
must have access to in-
formation, opportunities 
to review studies, and the 
chance to provide mean-
ingful input.

A call to action:
This is a potential di-

saster for the Neversink 
River, the Catskills, and 
all of us who rely on these 
resources for clean water, 
recreation, and community 
well-being. Residents can 
submit comments directly 
to the Planning Board, urg-
ing them to require a full, 
rigorous, science-based 
environmental review be-
fore moving forward. You 
can send your comments 
to the Thompson Planning 
Board by emailing plan-
ning@thompsonny.gov or 
calling the Planning Board 
Secretary at 845-794-2500 
x321, because every voice 
matters.

We cannot allow one in-
dustrial project to perma-
nently compromise one of 
New York’s most import-
ant river systems. The Nev-
ersink River is too vital to 
gamble with—and the time 
to act is now.

Fallsburg’s Future is a 
community network of con-
cerned Fallsburg residents 
established in January 
2016. Its Mission is to help 
guide the urban develop-
ment of the town of Falls-
burg and its five hamlets, 
to promote its sustainable 
economic development, 
protect the fragile beauty 
of its natural habitats and 
enhance the opportunities 
and quality of life for all its 
residents and visitors. We 
hope to curb the suburban 
sprawl that is threatening 
to overwhelm the town’s 
physical infrastructure and 
destroy the natural beauty 
that the area depends on 
for its future development. 
See us on Facebook and 
our website Fallsburgsfu-
ture.com.
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THE ONE AND ONLY JANIS FROM CASA MIA  
by Lily Barrish Levner

HURLEYVILLE – Ja-
nis (she does not want 
her last name used, and 
like with Elvis or Cher, 
it seems unnecessary) 
has been serving custom-
ers inside the Main Street 
restaurant that  is now 
called Casa Mia for 36 
years. When she started,, 
it was Nardi’s Frankie & 
Johnny’s. Now it’s co-
owned by Margarito Bal-
cazer and Antonio Mari-
aca. She’s a staple at the 
Italian eatery that’s been 
in Hurleyville for more 
than 50 years. 

Henrique Pride, neph-
ew of Frank Nardi, has 
worked with Janis for 14 
years now. 

“She has a lot of repeat 

customers. She gets a lot 
of requests; she knows 
everyone,” he said, add-
ing that when they have 
difficulty with a party or 
a customer, Janis usually 
steps in to help and quite 
often she knows the cus-
tomer already. 

“I wouldn’t be the per-
son I am today without 
Papa John,” said Janis, 
referring to the original 
owner of Frankie & John-
ny’s. “I think Frankie & 
Johnny’s and Casa Mia 
have the best lasagna in 
the country and I have a 
foodie friend who con-
firmed that.” 

A photo shared on Face-
book in the Sullivan Post 
group featured Janis and 
Sheriff  Mike Schiff. It 
got hundreds of likes and 

I first heard the term 
“stick season” in the song 
of the same title, from 
2022, by Noah Kahan. It’s 
Vermont vernacular for 
the time of year between 
the last autumn leaves 
and the first winter snows, 
when nature is at its barest 
and bleakest. 

I’ve always known that 
time as, prosaically, “late 
autumn.” It used to be a 
relatively short transition-
al passage, but it’s been 
expanding over the years. 
I remember the first time 
I came to Sullivan Coun-
ty, on the weekend after 
Thanksgiving in 1980, and 
found a landscape deep in 
the grip of winter. There 
was snow on the ground 
and lakes frozen enough to 
walk on. Autumn had been 
left far behind. Thanksgiv-
ing was then a winter hol-
iday; now, it’s an autumn 
one. The seasonal goal-
posts have moved. Nowa-
days, even Christmas can 
feel like an autumn holi-
day, when the snow holds 
off till January. 

If this extended autumn 
merits a title of its own, 
stick season seems apt. 
The world, drained of 
color and foliage, takes 
on the lineated quality of 
an etching; the branches 
of the bare trees look like 
textbook illustrations of 
the nervous system. The 
diminishing daylight, the 
monochromatic wash of 
grey trees against grey 
skies, can actually depress 
serotonin levels and give 
rise to a type of autumnal 
melancholy — season-
al affective disorder, or 
SAD. 

Noah Kahan’s song is 
an ode to melancholy. 
He sings in the key of 
plaintive: “And I love 
Vermont, but it’s the sea-
son of the sticks…” That 
“but” marks the season as 
an ordeal weighing him 
down, though whether the 
heaviness is induced, or 
just confirmed, by the sea-
son is ambiguous. There’s 
certainly a sufficient de-
gree of disorder in our 
time to season anyone’s 
affect with a strong dose 
of rue. 

For Kahan, the imme-
diate cause of his state is 
romantic deflation: he’s 
been ghosted so severe-
ly by his girlfriend that 
even her mother “forgot 
that [he] existed.” Kah-
an rhymes “sticks” with 
“exist(ed),” which is a 
stretch, but then stretch-
ing is one of the things we 
like rhymes to do, and the 
song takes pleasure in do-
ing so. “Exist,” he sings, 

then pauses before add-
ing the “-ed” as a separate 
sound, spilling over into 
the next line — a type of 
aural enjambment. This 
small playful jolt parts the 
air of melancholia. Within 
that air, the trees may look 
like withered sticks but, 
shift your perspective, and 
there’s an astringent beau-
ty to them; their bareness 
opens up vistas; one can 
see through the branch-
es into depths previously 
obscured by verdure. Per-
haps the singer is seeing 
into himself as well, into 
traits he might not admire 
(“I just like to play the 
victim”) but finds bracing 
to confront.   

“Stick Season” mixes 
lament with something 
that’s not at all lamenta-
ble — the inherent plea-
sures of songcraft and 
music-making. Noah Ka-
han may feel stranded in a 
desolating landscape, but 
he has also found a home 
in the place celebrated 
by Leonard Cohen as the 
Tower of Song, an estate 
abuzz with the collective 
effort of all the world’s 
songwriters. It’s where 
Cohen could overhear 
Hank Williams working 
away, floors above him; 
it’s where the braiding to-
gether of sorrow and beau-
ty, lament and elation, is 
understood as part of the 
natural order of things — 
confounding, perhaps, but 
no more paradoxical than 
the fact of summer and 
winter being part of a sin-
gle year. 

This knowledge is at the 
heart of another “Ode to 
Melancholy,” the one writ-
ten by John Keats in 1819, 
which enshrines “Veil’d 
Melancholy,” figured as a 
woman, within “the very 
temple of Delight” — not 
outside the temple’s pre-
cincts, in opposition, but 
as an inherent part of the 
temple’s structure. She has 
her niche and is not to be 
dislodged. The metaphor 
is familiar territory to po-
ets and songwriters; it’s 
the country in which Kah-
an’s song is situated.

As stick season comes 
to an end, Christmas ar-
rives, bearing the emblem-
atic tree, whose leaves, 
ever green, never fall, and 
whose branches, adorned 
with lights, counterbal-
ance the year’s darkest 
days. 

Jonathan Shimkin, writ-
er and editor, may be 
contacted at jonathan-
shimkin@gmail.com, or 
via his website: jonathan-
shimkin.weebly.com.

Out Divine
Corners Way

by Jonathan Shimkin

OPINION: Heiden Road Warehouse Project: Potential Catastrophe for the Neversink River and Our Communities

many loving comments. A 
sampling:

“My favorite waitress.” 
“We love Janis. She has 

served and taken care of 
my family for years.” 

“Janis is the OG wait-
ress.” 

And, pulled from a Yelp 
review: “Janis our wait-
ress sets a great example 
of what excellence in the 
restaurant/ hospitality 
business should be.”

“Janis brings in a lot 
of people. I know Janis’s 
mother. I used to plow her 
driveway, and I’d see her 
mother at Nardi’s Frank-
ie & Johnny’s. She would 
come in with her friends 
often. She’d always say, 

‘my daughter works 
here,’” said Hurleyville’s 
Ralph Burger. 

Janis has two beloved 
rescue dogs. The older one 
is a 16-and-a-half-year-
old beagle named Snoopy, 
who she adopted at six 
weeks old. Sundance is an 
eight-and-a-half-year-old 
Golden mix. She drove 
down to New Orleans to 
get him after her friend, 
the dog’s first adopted 
owner, passed away.

“I’m still going strong, 
just like Papa John and 
his wife Mary,” she said. 

Retirement is not on the 
horizon for Janis anytime 
soon, so you still have 
plenty of time to eat a de-
licious meal served by a 
special waitress when you 
stop by Casa Mia.

PHOTO PROVIDED

PHOTO BY LILY BARRISH LEVNER
Janis at work at Casa Mia in 
Hurleyville



The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking 
for help, to fight fire or sup-
port those that do. We even 
supply all the gear and pro-
vide all the training needed, 
for free. Stop by any Mon-
day night and find out how 
you can help.

Wow, December already.
It is now officially heating 

season. I hope by now that 
you have serviced your fur-
nace and cleaned your chim-
ney.

One of the concerns about 
this heating season is the 
state of our economy. With 
different programs stalled 
or reduced I have some con-
cerns.

If you intend to use an old 
heating device that has been 
in the attic or in the back of 
the garage, PLEASE think 
twice before using it. 

If you must use it:
If it is electric, examine 

the cord to make sure it is 
not frayed or brittle. If you 
do not have the instruction 
book for the device, Google 
the make and model and read 
the instructions. Make sure 
the safety features work. 
Clean it thoroughly before 
using it. When in doubt, DO 
NOT use it.

For a fuel-fired device, 
do the same thing. Read 
the instructions. Pay close 
attention to the fuel that is 
required for the unit. That 
wick in the unit may be old, 
dirty, deteriorated and over-
all, in bad shape. Replace it, 
or do not use the device.

Most important is making 
sure the safety devices work. 
When you pick it up, it 
should shut off. This would 
be the same as tipping over. 
If that feature does not work, 
do not use it.

Always refuel your unit 
OUTSIDE. Use the fuel that 
is required for your make 
and model heating device.

Keep combustibles at least 
three feet away for any heat-
ing device.

Most importantly, make 
sure you have working 
smoke detectors and work-
ing carbon monoxide detec-
tors.

As stated in my November 
column, a startling statistic 
that was presented by OFPC 
(Office of 

Fire Prevention & Con-
trol): From January 2025 to 
the middle of October 2025, 
there were 116 civilian fire 
deaths in 89 incidents. Only 
21 percent of the incidents 

had working smoke detec-
tors. Twenty-one percent! 
That is unacceptable. The 
fire service has run many, 
many campaigns about how 
‘Smoke Detectors Save 
Lives.’

Some other random safety 
hints for the Holiday Sea-
son:

Do not leave lit candles 
unattended; better yet use 
battery powered candles in-
stead.

Do not throw wrapping 
paper into the wood stove or 
fireplace. You risk a chim-
ney fire by doing so.

Do not use an extension 
cord for any heating device, 
plug it directly into the wall.

Make sure to water your 
Christmas tree every day.

Keep your Menorah on a 
level, fireproof surface when 
lit.

DO have a Safe Holiday 
Season and a Happy & Safe 
New Year.

al hardships on both parents 
and children.

January 1, 1937
Appointed Referee in Al-

bany Cases
Special County Judge 

Henry F. Gardner of Calli-
coon has recently been ap-
pointed referee in eighteen 
cases commenced by differ-
ent property owners in the 
City of Albany against the 
Commissioners of Taxation 
and Assessment of that city. 
These cases have been com-
menced in the Albany Coun-
ty Supreme Court by those 
property owners, each of 
whom has valuable property 
interests in Albany. The order 
appointing Judge Gardner as 
referee direct him to hear the 
cases in Albany.

Masonic Lodges Install 
New Officers

Masonic Lodges in Monti-
cello and Liberty will install 
new masters and officers 
elected last week. Charles 
Horton was chosen Master 
of the Monticello Lodge, and 
Albert Hadden as master of 
the Mongaup Lodge, Liberty.

Wallace C. Budd, Summit-
ville postmaster, was chosen 
to head Wawarsing Lodge, 
Ellenville, and was installed 
last week. Kiamesha Chap-
ter, Eastern Star of Monticel-
lo chose Mrs. Edna David-

son, matron and Mrs. Harriet 
Knapp, associate matron.

December, 2016
Enjoying Nature’s Gifts 
Teachers and administra-

tors at Benjamin Cosor Ele-
mentary School (BCES) are 
encouraging students to ex-
plore nature in the outdoors, 
right on the Fallsburg school 
campus.  

With the help of a Sullivan 
Renaissance Healthy Com-
munity Grant, teachers Ms. 
Leah Exner and Mr. Mark 
Spina developed a partner-
ship with Cornell Cooper-
ative Extension (CCE) and 
local businesses to clear and 
redevelop a hiking trail in the 
woods behind the school.

The grant writers wanted 
to allow the school’s chil-
dren, families and communi-
ty to experience the wonder 
of nature in their very own 
backyard.

December, 2018
Fallsburg Maker’s Club 
Begins New Adventures 
Students in grades 7, 8 and 

9 at Fallsburg Junior/ Senior 
High School have a unique 
opportunity to explore quad 
copters, laser cutting, 3D 
printing and a host of oth-
er creative prototyping at 
THINC-- the Technology 
Hub and Incubator-- (former-
ly known as the Hurleyville 
Maker’s Lab) during the 
2018 – 19 school year. 

The Fallsburg Maker’s 
Club is part of Fallsburg’s ex-
tended day program. These 
grant- funded programs offer 
participating students aca-
demic enrichment and sup-
port in Math, Science, Social 
Studies, ENL, Spanish, En-
glish Language Arts, Regents 
Review, as well as a variety 
of college preparation, career 
readiness, mentoring pro-
grams and college visits.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 
calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

From the Firehouse

by Emmett Schwalb

SULLIVAN COUNTY 
– Across the country, food 
pantries and their custom-
ers are struggling. With 
prices on the rise, many 
families are turning to lo-
cal pantries to meet their 
needs. 

“Many families in our 
community lack financial 
means, nutrition, educa-
tion, transportation, or face 
a combination of barriers 
to access nutritious food,” 
said Audrey Garro, the ex-
ecutive director of A Single 
Bite, a nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to feeding 
and educating Sullivan 
County. “Missing meals 
can be temporary or long-
term, and can be caused by 
poverty, unemployment, 
high housing & food costs, 
chronic health conditions, 
systemic racism and dis-
crimination,” 

A Single Bite is just one 
of the organizations in Sul-
livan County that is dedi-
cated to feeding residents 
who are struggling right 
now.

During the last govern-
ment shutdown, which 
lasted from the beginning 
of October to the middle 
of November, individuals 
who relied on SNAP lost 
their benefits. This caused 
a major increase in fam-
ilies across the country 
who need support. As well, 
with grocery prices on the 
rise, every day citizens are 
struggling. 

Focusing on Sullivan 
County, there is limited ac-
cess to food due to how ru-
ral the county is. There are 
a limited number of large 
scale grocery stores in the 
county, which is home to 
around 80,000 residents in 
roughly 1,000 square miles. 
From this, local pantries are 
having a difficult time try-
ing to keep up with demand. 

“I think our biggest prob-
lem is that with the cur-
rent economy and the cuts 
in USDA products, our 
grant money is only last-
ing 4 months instead of a 
year,” explained Lonnie 
Lindsey, who co-runs the 
Bread of Life Food Pantry 
at the Hurleyville United 
Methodist Church on Main 
Street in Hurleyville. The 
Bread of Life Food Pantry 
relies almost entirely on 
government funding. 

“Ten percent of house-
holds lack the resources to 
access healthy food, or are 
food insecure. One in five 
children in Sullivan Coun-
ty faces food insecurity and 
28% of children live below 
the poverty line,” said Au-
drey Garro.

Both A Single Bite and 
the Bread of Life food pan-
try have seen a dramatic 
increase in customers. “We 
now serve at least 70 fam-
ilies a week, and have an 
average of 10 new families 
a week,” said Lonnie Lind-
say from the Food Pantry. 

“In September, we were 
feeding 625 people. Today, 
1,200 people. Some of the 
increase is due to height-
ened public awareness 
during the SNAP crisis, but 
the underlying need runs 
much deeper,” explained 
Audrey Garro. 

“To meet demand, A Sin-
gle Bite has incurred emer-
gency operational costs, 
including

purchasing nearly double 
the amount of food, in ad-
dition to the thousands of 
pounds of

donated product. They 
[A Single Bite] expanded 
countywide meal delivery 
routes, creating more fuel 
costs to get food to where 
it is needed most and to re-
trieve donated food. They 
have

hired a full-time culinary 
associate, and seen in-
creased energy use in their 
kitchen.

Volunteer hours have 
risen by 30%. Without ad-
ditional support, they fear 
being unable to sustain 
current distribution levels, 
according to Audrey Garro 
of A Single Bite. 

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry has been provid-
ing support for communi-
ty members since 2000. A 
Single Bite was founded 
in 2019 and, “by the end 
of 2025, they [A Single 
Bite] will have delivered 
220,000 meals, shared ed-
ucational or food sourc-
ing materials with 11,000 
households…” explained 
Audrey Garro.	

You can support A Single 
Bite its Liberty location, 
or by delivering meals and 
importantly, by making a 
donation in any amount to 
help them purchase local 
food to feed and educate 
children and their families. 

Call 845-482-1030 or 
visit asinglebite.org to do-
nate, volunteer or learn 
more.

And to support The Bread 
Of Life Food Pantry, Ms. 
Lindsey says, “community 
members can donate their 
time, or money, or non-per-
ishable food items, also hy-
giene products are always 
needed.” 

Financial donations are 
preferred by the Pantry and 
can be sent in the form of 
checks directly to: Bread of 
Life Food Pantry, PO Box 
64, Hurleyville, NY 12747.

December 27, 1930
High School Notes from 

the Announcer
Outplaying Hurleyville 

from start to finish, the Ros-
coe quintet rang up its first 
victory in the Catskill Moun-
tain League at Roscoe.  Both 
teams fought hard, but Ros-
coe, the better team, won.

Hurleyville was the first to 
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky 
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating 
broke loose and made a nice 
hang shot making the score 
4-0.  At this point Roscoe be-
gan using its scoring ability 
and quickly sprang into the 
lead.

In the second half, our boys 
fought hard, but could not 
make their shots good.  They 
kept Roscoe’s scoring down, 
but could not add any points 
to their own score. The final 
score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary 
game between the girls of 
both schools with victory for 
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game 
a treat to the eye. The score 
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend 

college and are spending the 
Christmas vacation with their 
parents are:  Rose Cohen, 
Sylvia Garelick, Rose Wizw-
er, Lillian Lawrence, Herbert 
Billowitz, George Schmuck-
ler, Milton Schmuckler, 
Betty Simmons, and Paul 
Raskin.

January 2, 1932 
J. Maxwell Knapp 

Appointed
Attorney J. Maxwell 

Knapp of Hurleyville has 
been appointed to fill the va-
cancy on the Commission on 
the Monticello-Blooming-
burg Road. The position was 
made vacant by the death of 
William A. Williams of Lib-
erty.

Christmas Finds 
Children in Need

Children undernourished 
and inadequately clothed 
were discovered by Proba-
tion Officer Alexander Con-
roy as they distributed 125 
baskets of food provided 
by the Monticello Lodge of 
Elks.

The food baskets were 
distributed in Fallsburg and 
Monticello, Bethel, Lake 
Huntington, Glen Spey, 
Barryville, Bloomingburg, 
and Roosa Gap. Every fam-
ily given food included from 
two to six children. One fam-
ily had ten. In nearly every 
instance, according to Mr. 
Conroy, the fathers had been 
out of work for from two to 
three months.

S.P.C.A. May Stop All 
Work in Sullivan County
For the first time in more 

than 25 years, the Sullivan 
County Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals is seeing the necessity 
of stopping all work because 
of the lack of funds to go on 
with. Already we have had to 
refuse to advance money to 
keep stock from starvation 
this winter, in more than one 
case. In some of these cases, 
there are little children who 
are depending on milk for a 
large part of their daily food, 
but as we are unable to fur-
nish food for these cattle, 
they will have to be sold at a 
sacrifice, entailing addition-
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MISSING MEALS
Food Pantries in Sullivan County

Try to Bridge the Gap

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
The Bread of Life Food Pantry is located at the Hurleyville 
United Methodist Church at 263 Main Street.



hollered, idling in his Cad-
dy. 

“Well, spit it out already,” 
said Eva.

“I’m going to work at the 
Laurels!”

“Why would you want to 
do that?” asked Eva. 

“I’m ready for a change.” 
“Oh, admit it, you just 

want to go to where the 
young singles are,” Eva 

spat. 
Hershel smirked. “Think 

what you may.” 
The Laurels had a reputa-

tion as the place to go if you 
wanted to see the sunrise 
over Sackett Lake. 

It was not uncommon 
for the 1,000-seat night-
club to still be bustling at 
the crack of dawn. Popular 
comedians would show up 
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MOUNTAIN MAÎTRE D’ MYSTERY
CATSKILLS CAPERS II An Excerpt from the novel by Lily Barrish Levner

It’s the Golden Era in the 
Catskills, but some skele-
tons won’t stay buried. In 
the summer of 1954, Abe 
and Dotty are back at work 
in the thriving hotel indus-
try. The Catskill Moun-
tains are buzzing with 
top-notch entertainment, 
packed dining rooms, and 
lively bungalow colonies. 
When a decades-old skele-
ton is unearthed in a secret 
room at the courthouse, the 
past collides with the pres-
ent. “Mountain Maître D’ 
is the second book in the 
Catskills Capers series. 
Here’s an excerpt…

DOTTY
“Every hotel claims to 

have the best facilities and 
the greatest rates,” Dotty 
told Eva, pointing to the 
New York Times travel sec-
tion covered in advertise-
ments encouraging guests 
to come to the mountains.

Eva placed a bowl of 
chopped liver with thin 
slices of rye bread on the 
card table. “The Concord is 
number one.” 

Wholeheartedly agreeing, 
Dotty settled into her seat 
next to the hosta garden 
and pulled out her official 
1954 National Mah Jongg 
League card. Together, the 
dear friends removed the 
three sets of suits called 
Bams, Cracks, and Dots 
from the carrier. Two other 

waitresses were expected to 
join them for their weekly 
game.

After her two children 
were born, Dotty no longer 
worked weekday meals. She 
had been a waitress at the 
renowned Concord Hotel 
ever since graduating high 
school in the Bronx. By 
chance, she was assigned 
Eva as her roommate. It 
was that same year, 1944, 
that she learned to play Mah 
Jongg. 

1944 brought a lot of 
memories to the forefront. 
That was when, in the 
middle of the Danny Kaye 
show, Irving Cohen, the 
head maître d’ at the hotel, 
had fired them. Thankfully, 
he had needed their help 
so desperately that he had 
rescinded all their termina-
tions immediately. Dotty 
shook thoughts of that night 
away—she did not like to 
think of the gangster who 
kidnapped them, driving 
them to Rochester, trapping 
them in the cubbyhole, and 
then what followed.

Eva went back inside, and 
Dotty picked up the latest 
issue of the local Republi-
can Watchman newspaper. 
A headline caught her at-
tention as she was flipping 
through. 

“Locked Door at the 
Courthouse Raises Ques-
tions”

She touched her above-

shoulder-length, dish-
water-blonde hair while 
continuing to read about 
the electrician asking for 
permission to remove the 
locks. 

Eva peeked over her 
shoulder. “What could they 
be hiding in there?” 

Always intrigued by a 
good mystery, Dotty made a 
note to watch for updates on 
the story as it progressed.

“I forgot to make the natu-
ral soda pop. Come, there’s 
time to pick fresh yagdas.” 
Eva was carrying a bottle 
of seltzer in one hand and a 
pitcher and a wooden spoon 
in the other. 

Dotty closed the news-
paper and looked across 
the street, her view of the 
blueberry bushes in the field 
obscured by Eva’s white 
Chevrolet parked under her 
carport. “Mrs. Steingold 
warned you to stay away.”  

Eva rolled her eyes. 
“Come, we don’t have much 
time.” She began crossing 
the street, her chestnut-col-
ored curls speckled with 
sunbeams. 

Hershel, the talent booker 
at the Concord, known as 
“the Casanova of the Con-
cord,” was driving up the 
hill in a black Cadillac El-
dorado. “Hello!” he shout-
ed. 

Dotty waved while Eva 
twisted her face into a sneer. 

“I have news,” Hershel 

HEAP’s Heating Equipment Repair Program Taking Applications

A HOPE FILLED AFTERNOON IN HURLEYVILLE 
Meet the Author Held at Forage & GatherLIBERTY-- The Sullivan 

County Dramatic Work-
shop cordially invites you 
to usher in the Holidays 
with your talented and ded-
icated community mem-
bers. 

On Friday and Saturday, 
December 12 and 13, at 
7 p.m., and Sunday, De-
cember 14, at 2 p.m., the 
SCDW will perform three 
radio plays – each will 
warm your heart and tickle 
your emotions.

The show begins with 
an original play written by 
Peter Nastasi and direct-
ed by Jean Eifert, entitled, 
”Molly’s Holiday Gift.” 
With Christmas rapidly ap-
proaching, Molly, who is 
of the Jewish faith, grows 
increasingly upset that all 
school activities focus on 
Christmas rather than on 
Hannukah. In this heart-
warming tale, Molly’s 
classmates devise a plan to 
provide Molly with an un-
expected holiday “gift.”

Then, a throwback to a 
1953 episode of the popular 
radio show “Dragnet” titled, 
“The Big Little Jesus” will 
be performed. In this radio 
show, the actors portray 
two police officers investi-
gating the theft of a statue 
of the infant Jesus from a 
Los Aneles church. It is im-
perative that the statue be 
found before the Midnight 
Mass service. Ultimately, 
the statue is returned in an 

unexpected and emotion-
al turn of events. Director 
Dawn Perneszi brings this 
story to life!

And finally, who can for-
get “Our Miss Brooks”? 
The SCDW thespians per-
form the episode “Christ-
mas Gift Mix-up” in 
which, working on a lim-
ited budget, Miss Brooks, 
an English teacher at Mad-
ison High School, regifts a 
present given to her by her 
landlady, Mrs. Davis, to 
her colleague, the bashful 
biology teacher, Mr. Boyn-
ton, who subsequently re-
gifts the item to Principal 
Conklin. In turn, Conklin 
regifts the item to the Head 
of the Board of Education. 
As the characters unknow-
ingly regift the same item, 
hilarious comedic confu-
sion ensues. Playfully di-
rected by Dawn Perneszi, 
the audience can expect to 
end the show with a smile.   

All three pieces will 
be performed at the Cor-
nell Cooperative Exten-
sion building, 64 Fern-
dale-Loomis Road, Liberty. 
General admission is $12, 
and includes coffee, tea 
and desserts – or donate an 
unwrapped toy (value $5 or 
more) for our Toys for Tots 
and pay only $7. 

The Sullivan County 
Dramatic Workshop wish-
es a Happy Holidays to all!

For more information 
call Jean, at 646-996-4188.

LIBERTY – The 2025-
2026 Home Energy As-
sistance Program (HEAP) 
will begin accepting ap-
plications for the Heating 
Equipment Repair & Re-
placement (HERR) benefit 
on December 11.

HERR benefits are avail-
able to assist HEAP-eligi-
ble households with the 
cost to repair or replace 
the applicant’s primary 
heating equipment. Appli-
cants must:

• Be 60 years of age or 

older (or at least one of the 
documented homeowners 
be 60+)

• Own and live in their 
home as their primary res-
idence

• Have their home’s pri-
mary heating equipment 
inoperable and/or unsafe, 
as documented by a partic-
ipating HEAP vendor

• Apply via www.my-
benefits.ny.gov or by con-
tacting the County offices 
listed below

Sullivan County’s HEAP 

Office continues to be 
available to answer ques-
tions and help applicants 
(845-807-0142, heap@
sullivanny.gov). Sulli-
van County’s Office for 
the Aging stands ready to 
assist, as well: 845-807-

0241.
Applications can also be 

obtained from the Coun-
ty’s community partners: 
Action Toward Indepen-
dence, 845-794-4228, or 
Independent Living, 845-
794-3322.

by Lily Barrish Levner

HURLEYVILLE – Dr. 
Hope Blecher Croney dis-
played a plethora of her 
books on Thursday, Novem-
ber 20, at Hurleyville’s For-
age & Gather. An educator 
for 40 years, she displayed 
books ranging from the ed-
ucational to the bestselling 
“Mission Hope” anthology 
series. Not eponymous with 
her name, each book is a 
collection of essays by vari-
ous authors. 

“We’re trying to uplift 
people through poetry, 
prose, and artwork,” Dr. 
Blecher Croney said.

PHOTO BY LILY BARRISH LEVNER
Dr. Hope Blecher Croney and 
books at Forage & Gather.

DRAMATIC WORKSHOP PRESENTS RADIO PLAYS 

unannounced and leave the 
guests clutching their stom-
achs. 

“Have you told Arthur 
yet?” Dotty asked, swallow-
ing hard. She did not like 
the idea of leaving Arthur in 
the lurch during the busiest 
season. 

Arthur Winarick, the own-
er of the Concord Hotel, was 
a successful businessman. 
Before becoming a hotelier, 
he was a barber with access 
to alcohol due to his profes-
sion. It was the Prohibition 
era when he and his chemist 
brother partnered to launch 
Jeris Hair Tonic. Bootleg li-
quor was how he made his 
fortune. When Grossing-
er’s, the most lavish hotel at 
the time, turned him away, 
he vowed to create the larg-
est hotel in the mountains. 
He accomplished that with 
the Concord, purchasing 
concrete and steel structures 
from the 1939 World’s Fair. 
He also dismantled a ferry-
boat he had bought for the 
steel. 

“I’m headed to meet with 
him now.” Hershel waved a 
hand in the air and revved 
his engine. 

“If I had chosen to stay 
with him, my life would 
have been one tumultuous 
act after the next.” They 
watched him disappear up 
the hill and around the bend. 

There was no way Dotty 
was going to argue against 

that. She had been pleased 
when Eva and Leon became 
a solid couple. Leon was 
Abe’s co-captain in the staff 
dining room. He was a refu-
gee from Poland. Eva was a 
refugee from Austria. 

In her gingham pedal 
pushers, Dotty squatted 
down beside a patch of 
blueberry bushes. 

“There’s nothing more 
delightful than a yagde 
warmed by the sun,” Eva re-
peated what she said every 
single time. 

Dotty bit down on a 
tart-tasting blueberry as a 
robust middle-aged wom-
an was coming straight at 
them with a gardening hoe 
in hand. 

Eva blew air out of her 
lips before saying, “Hello, 
Mrs. Steingold.”

“Stay away from my yag-
de bushes!” shouted a furi-
ous Mrs. Steingold.

Dotty jumped up. Every 
summer, they picked fruit 
from their former landlord’s 
property, but Mrs. Stein-
gold had been prickly about 
it ever since they had built 
their own houses. 

“I know all about Bill’s 
card den he’s running from 
one of my bungalows.” 
Mrs. Steingold was shaking 
her gardening hoe in the air.

Dotty had yet to visit the 
bungalow that Bill Graham 
turned into ‘the spot to play 
cards for the summer,’ but 

she did know that Eva was a 
regular. Eva was the queen 
of card games in the region. 

“Nobody is getting hurt; 
we are just having fun,” Eva 
snickered, yanking a plump 
blueberry from a branch. 

“I’m kicking Bill out 
this weekend—that’s all 
he paid me through. I want 
him gone.” Mrs. Stein-
gold cursed in Yiddish. 
“Makhasheyfe! Dum-
mkopf.”

“Bill was a ‘One Thou-
sand Children’ survivor,” 
Eva reminded her. 

Dotty thought it was ex-
traordinary that Bill was one 
of the children rescued from 
the Nazis in Europe and 
brought to the United States 
as an orphan. She knew he 
had been awarded a Bronze 
Star and a Purple Heart for 
serving in the Korean War 
and had an aspiration of be-
ing a concert promoter. She, 
like everyone else, could 
tell he was going to make a 
name for himself. And she 
knew Mrs. Steingold was 
stuck with him for the sum-
mer; she would not actually 
toss him to the curb. 

If you would like to read 
more, “Mountain Maitre 
D’ Mystery” can be pur-
chased wherever books are 
sold locally and online at 
Amazon and Barnes & No-
ble.
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by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE –
The SUNY Sullivan Gener-
als, now playing once again 
in Division III of the Na-
tional Junior College Ath-
letic Association, lost four 
straight games over the past 
month, dropping their season 
mark to 4-8. The team stands 
at 3-4 in the Mid-Hudson 
conference.

The Generals’ latest loss 
was a 76-61 setback at Nas-
sau Community College on 
December 7. The Lions led 
virtually the entire game, 
racing out to a huge 34-22 
halftime lead and substitut-
ing freely in the second half. 
Only one of Nassau’s starters 
played more than 25 minutes 
in the game, and eight of the 
11 players who saw action 
logged ten or more minutes.

Sullivan freshman guard 

Xavier Beckford scored 21 
points to take game honors 
as the leading scorer, and 
was the only General to 
reach double figures.

On the season thus far, 
Beckford is averaging 12.6 
points per game, second best 
on the team. Freshman for-
ward Tomas Hernandez leads 
the Generals in scoring with a 
15.2 ppg average. Freshman 
swingman David Fowler is 
the only other Sullivan player 
averaging in double figures 

for the season, contributing 
12 points per game.

As of press time, The Gen-
erals had three away games 
left to close out the month of 
December, beginning with 
Dutchess County Communi-
ty College in Poughkeepsie 
on December 9, followed by 
a trip to Bayside to take on 
Queensborough Communi-
ty College on December 11, 
and then to Monroe Univer-
sity in the Bronx on Satur-
day, December 13.

in Hurleyville event, it be-
came even busier, as locals 
and visitors, bundled up 
against the cold—colder 
even than typical for this 
time of year—were out in 
force.

The Milk Train Trail is 
not usually plowed in the 
winter for a number of rea-
sons. Some cost driven, as 
it is expensive to allocate a 

crew and equipment to clear 
the trail after each storm. In 
addition, repeated plowing 
of the trail would inevita-
bly lead to quicker degra-
dation, as the weight of the 
equipment, the impact of 
the plowing itself, and the 
effect of ice melting chem-
icals would significantly 

shorten the life of the as-
phalt on the paved sections 
of the trail. 

But not everything is 
about money.

Another important reason 
for not clearing the trail of 
snow is to provide a conve-
nient place for winter recre-
ation on cross country skis 

by John Conway

CHATTANOOGA, TN—
Local racer Ava Diehl, an 
eighth grade student at Liber-
ty Middle School, last month 
finished third in the Stock 
Division of the Choo Choo 
Classic Invitational Race in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee.

The race, sponsored by 
United States Derby Racing 
(USDR) was only open to a 
select group of racers from 
around the country, as any-
one interested in participating 
had to submit a resume’ to be 
considered. Only 16 racers 
were selected to compete in 
each category.

Ava’s resume is impres-
sive, as among other accom-
plishments, she competed 
at the All-American Soap 
Box Derby World Champi-
onships in Akron, Ohio this 
past summer, where she had 
a productive week, finishing 
in third place in the Rally 
Challenge race, second in 
the Rally Stock All-Star race, 
and second again in the Ral-
ly Stock Division Champi-
onship race.

Ava races under the MoJo 
Racing banner, named for 
two of her mentors, Morgan 

and Joe Van Keuren, the fa-
ther and son duo who were 
largely responsible for reviv-
ing gravity racing in Sullivan 
County after a decades long 

absence. The Van Keurens 
accompanied Ava to Chatta-
nooga, along with her par-
ents, Mike and Melissa Die-
hl of White Sulphur Springs.

by John Conway

HURLEYVILE – “Ringside 
in the Mountains,” the newly 
completed documentary about 
the history of boxing in the 
Catskills made its big screen 
debut at an invitation only 
viewing at the Hurleyville 
Performing Arts Centre cin-
ema on Saturday, November 
29. About 100 people watched 
the film, and applause was 
heard throughout.

The film is produced by 
Evan Haiman’s Baker Street 
Productions with Hurleyville 
businessman Hal Simon, pro-
prietor of Fortress Bikes, a 
co-producer. It now heads to 
Teaneck, New Jersey where 
it will make its public debut 
at the Flixfest film and music 
festival there on Sunday, De-
cember 14.

The documentary has been 
described as “the Sweet Sci-
ence meets the Borscht Belt. 
Ringside in the Mountains 
tells the story of this idyllic 

area in Upstate New York that 
just happened to be the train-
ing ground for some of the 
greatest fighters of the 20th 
Century.”

A number of local faces 
show up in the film, along with 
many of the boxers who once 
called the Catskills home, if 
only for a few weeks at a time.

The tradition of boxers train-
ing at Sullivan County hotels 
dates back to about 1910, but 
really became popular in the 
1930s when champions such 

as Barney Ross, Jimmy Brad-
dock, and Jimmy McLarnin 
trained at local hotels. This 
trend continued throughout 
the next few decades, and 
eventually nearly every fighter 
of any renown trained here at 
least once.

Rocky Marciano, who 
retired as the undefeated 
World’s Heavyweight Cham-
pion in 1956, not only trained, 
but lived at Grossinger’s. All 
of this and more is covered in 
the film.

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – As 
evidenced by the footprints 
and ski tracks less than 24 
hours after the season’s first 
accumulating snow storm 
dumped between six and 
eight inches on the region 
on an early December Tues-
day, both sides of the Milk 
Train Trail in Hurleyville 
remain popular places to 
visit in virtually any type of 

weather.
One walker on Wednes-

day afternoon noted that 
trudging through the an-
kle-deep snow provided 
“twice the exercise in half 
the distance. As long as the 
sun is shining, I’m here,” he 
said.

When the east side of the 
trail was cleared of snow 
later in the week in antic-
ipation of the luminaria 
placement for the Holiday 
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 
But have you ever stayed

to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 
Are people really playing

darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?
As it turns out, darts are

huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.
We’ve also got a home

team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 
It’s the Tuesday before

Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 
She is joined by her hus-

band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 
The basics: teams go

head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”
After listening some more,

I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.
“I tried the pool league we

have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”
Everything is done

through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 
“We’ve had some really

good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 
But for him, the best out-

come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 
Feeling so welcomed and

engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 
Believe it or not, despite

multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 
“We usually make play-

offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 
They say they’re amidst a

“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 
In any case, you don’t

have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

DO NOT BE DETERRED
RAIL TRAIL PROVIDES GREAT EXERCISE IN ALMOST ANY WEATHER

Fallsburg CSD Honors Fall Scholar Athletes

Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. The first person 
to email the most correct answers to hurleysent@hotmail.com will win a 
prize. Have fun!

December Questions:
	 1.	 He scored 110 points in three games at the 1964-65 ECAC 
		  Holiday Festival college basketball tournament at Madison 
		  Square Garden, and was a near unanimous choice as 
		  tournament MVP, even though his team won just one game. 
		  Who was he? 
	 2.	 In that same 1964-65 Holiday Festival, this legendary coach’s 
	 	 team won the championship in his final season with an upset 
	 	 victory over the nation’s top team in the final game. Who was 
		  the coach? 
	 3.	 This freshman was chosen the Most Valuable Player in the 
		  1981 Holiday Festival as his team won the championship. 
		  Who was he? 
	 4.	 In what year was the first ECAC Holiday Festival basketball 
		  tournament held at Madison Square Garden? 
	 5.	 What was the last year the Holiday Festival basketball 
		  tournament was held at Madison Square Garden?

November Answers:
	 1.	 From 1951 to 1963, these two NFL teams played each other 
		  every Thanksgiving. What are the two teams? 
		  (Detroit Lions and Green Bay Packers)
	 2.	 The Dallas Cowboys have traditionally hosted a Thanksgiving 
		  Day NFL game since 1966, a string that was interrupted for two 
		  years, in 1975 and 1977. What team hosted the NFL 
		  Thanksgiving Day game those two years instead? 
		  (St. Louis Cardinals)
	 3.	 What two NFL teams played in the first Thanksgiving Day game 
		  to go into overtime? (Detroit Lions and Chicago Bears in 
		  1980. The Bears won.)
	 4.	 What player made the infamous “butt fumble” in a Thanksgiving 
		  Day game in 2012? (NY Jets quarterback Mark Sanchez.)
	 5.	 This running back rushed for an NFL record 273 yards in a 
		  Thanksgiving Day game. Who was he? (O.J. Simpson of the 
		  Buffalo Bills in 1976.)

There was no winner last month.

FALLSBURG – The Fallsburg Cen-
tral School District is proud to honor 
its NYSPHSAA scholar-athletes for the 
2025 fall season. The NYSPHSAA rec-
ognizes teams and individual athletes 
who excel academically within each 
sports season. To qualify as a scholar-ath-
lete team, at least three-quarters of the 
students must maintain a grade point av-
erage of 90.00 or above. This season, the 
girls cross-country team, girls volleyball 
team, and boys cross-country team were 
recognized as scholar-athlete teams.

Girls cross-country scholar-athlete 
team members: Autumn-Rain Atkinson, 
Bethany Carvajal, Jennifer Fuentes Pine-
da, Alisha Tremper, Noelle Varner, and 
Helen Vasquez.

Girls volleyball scholar-athlete team 
members: Addison Alvarado, Ashleigh 

Fuentes Ardon, LeonJahnaeSkye Foun-
tain, Emily Garcia, Layla Hermann, 
Camdyn Hoefling, Zoey Ketcham, 
Nayelis Martinez, Madeline Pantel, Jos-
lyn Smith, and Peyton Varner.

Boys cross-country scholar-athlete 
team members: Ayden Carpenito, Lee-
land Hadden, Treyvon Hayden, Conner 
McManus, Jozyr McNeil, Eric Moocz, 
Robert Perrera, and Zayd Snead.

Girls soccer individual scholar-ath-
letes: Deysi Diaz Hernandez, Alisson 
Lagos Guardado, and Marilyn Santos.

Boys soccer individual scholar-ath-
letes: Bryan Avelar Martinez, Oscar Car-
ranza, Douglas Medina Carcamo, and 
Daniel Perez.

Cheerleading individual scholar-ath-
letes: Lindsay Ladaverde Rodriguez, 
Michelle Maradiaga, and Nelcy Orellana 
Mejia.
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Despite the significant early season snowfall, both sides 
of the Milk Train Trail were heavily used by the following 
afternoon.

GENERALS DROP FOUR STRAIGHT
Now Stand at 4-8

Boxing Documentary Draws Crowd
“Ringside in the Mountains” At HPAC Cinema

AVA CONTINUES HER WINNING WAYS
Finishes Third at Chattanooga Choo Choo Event

and snowshoes.
And on the Wednesday 

after the storm, there were 
tracks indicating that in ad-
dition to regular foot traffic, 
there were both skiers and 
snowshoers on the trail.  

Which brings up a few 
common sense rules for us-
ing the Milk Train Trail—
or any hiking trail, for 
that matter-- in the winter 
months, and the Rails to 
Trails Conservancy has 
some suggestions. In fact, 
in 2021, the RTC published 
a blog entitled, “Winter 
‘Share the Trail’ Etiquette 
and Safety Tips,” compiled 
by Amy Kapp.

In the article, Kapp quotes 
Eric Oberg, the RTC’s Mid-
west Regional Director, 
pointing out that “a helpful 
piece of advice for people 
out on the trail is to let go of 
the idea of ‘winter’ as being 
unique with regard to trail 
use, and think of it as anoth-
er season of opportunities to 
be out and about—but with 
a few more considerations 
for the colder and wetter 
condition. Remember that 
when it comes to being safe 
and conscientious, all the 
things you’d do in the sum-
mer or warmer months of 
the year still apply.”

The article goes on to 
list six “golden rules” for 
trail use, applicable all year 
around:

1. “Use safe speeds” and 
be courteous regardless of 
your means of conveyance.

2. “Keep right and pass 
left,” know which side to 
use, and when.

3. “Standing still? Stand 
aside.” Take your break—
and your chat—off the trail.

4. “Mind your pets,” keep 
them leashed, and close by.

5. “Be alert” to your sur-
roundings. 

6. “Know and follow the 
rules” and be a hero.

The RTC also reminds 
trail users that despite the 
colder temperatures, it is 
just as important to stay hy-
drated in the winter months 
as it is in the summer. And, 
of course, dressing appro-
priately is one of the most 
important factors in ensur-
ing a safe and enjoyable 
time on the trail.

Tom Sexton, the Director 
of RTC’s Northeast Region, 
recommends “wearing lay-
ers (synthetic wicking ma-
terials are best), and starting 
out just a little cool so you 
don’t overheat and sweat 
once you get going. A back-
pack is also handy if you 
need to shed an outer layer.”

Perhaps RTC’s Oberg 
summed it up best when 
he said in the article, “stay 
hydrated on the inside, and 
dry on the outside.”

Follow these simple 
guidelines, and the rail trail 
experience will be a plea-
surable one all year around, 
plowed in the winter or not. 
Do not be deterred by the 
condition of the trail. With 
a little caution and common 
sense, and the proper cloth-
ing and footwear— don’t 
forget the cleats if it is icy-- 
it can be utilized in almost 
any weather.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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Ava Diehl in action at the Choo Choo Classic 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Ava (front center) poses in Chattanooga with her prizes 
along with her mother, Melissa (front left) and her father, 
Mike (rear left), Morgan Van Keuren (front right) and Joe 
Van Keuren (rear right).
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Among the celebrities attending the invitation only show-
ing at HPAC in November were authors Lily Barrish Levner 
(second from left) and Barry Lewis (right). Posing with 
them are Ms. Barrish Levner’s husband Jeremy (left) and 
the film’s creator, Evan Haiman. Mr. Lewis appears in the 
film.
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