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BASKETBALLCULTIVATING THE FUTURE

HARRIS – The Universi-
ty at Buffalo and The Cen-
ter for Discovery are part-
nering to advance critical 
research in autism and other 
complex conditions.

The pioneering collabora-
tion between the UB Center 
for Integrated Global Bio-
medical Sciences (CIGBS) 
and TCFD will support 
the growth of translational 
research and innovation, 
drawing on TCFD’s com-
prehensive, longitudinal da-
tabase and new programs.

The partnership will also 
focus on educating stu-
dents, professionals, and 
parents through hands-on 
lectures and virtual teach-
ing, global outreach and 
engagement to forge collab-
orations with leading uni-
versities and medical insti-
tutions around the world, as 
well as the development of 
practices and technologies 
for healthy living across the 
broad spectrum of complex 
conditions.

“The combination of pro-
grams offered by our two 
centers gives us a major 

advantage over other 
known clinical re-
search settings,” said 
Dr. Theresa Hamlin, 
Associate Executive 
Director at TCFD. 

“We have unprec-
edented individual-
ized data on treat-
ments, responses 
to interventions, as 
well as new tech-
nologies that will 
lead to innovations 
and breakthroughs 
in complex care. The 
opening of our new 
Children’s Specialty 
Hospital in 2020, 
which will include 
The Research In-
stitute for Brain and Body 
Health, further positions us 
to do the kind of research 
that will truly change lives.”

“We are confident that 
there is enormous prom-
ise for this collaboration to 
develop innovative clinical 
and translational research 
approaches that utilize 
health information technol-
ogy to accelerate the evalu-
ation of biomarkers, drug 

development and nutrition-
al strategies,” said Dr. Gene 
Morse, CIGBS Director, 
SUNY Distinguished Pro-
fessor in the UB School of 
Pharmacy and Pharmaceu-
tical Sciences, and co-di-
rector of the SUNY Global 
Health Institute. 

Dr. Morse envisions syn-
ergy with the Drug De-
velopment Core at UB’s 
Clinical and Translational 

Science Institute, which 
will support the growing 
network of UB, SUNY and 
TCFD researchers focused 
on autism, cannabinoid sci-
ences research and human 
genomics. The partnership 
includes a collaboration be-
tween TCFD investigators 
and Dr. Jeffrey Lombardo, 
research assistant professor 
in the School of Pharmacy 
and Pharmaceutical Sci-
ences and CIGBS project 
director for global canna-
binoid sciences and health 
information technology for 
patient safety, to examine 
new treatments for drug-
resistant epilepsies.  

“Collaborations like this 
are vital as we search for 
breakthroughs to help all 
those living with complex 
conditions,” said Patrick 
H. Dollard, President and 
CEO of TCFD. “We need 
the thought leaders of many 
different disciplines to come 
together so we can achieve 
our common goal. UB is the 
perfect partner for us.”

The collaboration is ef-
fective immediately.
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by John Conway

BETHEL – Plans are un-
derway to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the Wood-
stock Festival throughout 
the summer, and while the 
Bethel Woods Center for the 
Arts will feature what it is 
calling a “pan-generational 
music, culture, and com-
munity event” to mark the 
actual anniversary of the 
concert in August, original 
festival promoter Michael 
Lang is organizing his own 
anniversary festival in Wat-
kins Glen.

Mr. Lang’s decision to 
mark the golden anniversary 
far from Sullivan County 
comes despite the cache 
of the original site and the 
international reputation 
as a concert venue Bethel 
Woods has built over the 
years. While disappointing 
to many, the dueling fes-
tivals are in keeping with 
the events of past major 
anniversaries of the iconic 
festival, a history that may 
well have influenced Bethel 
Woods’ decision to host a 
number of small, controlled 
events throughout the sum-
mer rather than one mass 
gathering.

Some no doubt recall that 
Hurleyville figured promi-

nently in the first planned 
anniversary celebration—
which did not take place-- in 
1979. The proposed Hamlet 
of Hurleyville festival was 
scheduled for August 24 thru 
26 that year at the site of the 
old Columbia Farm Hotel. 
Co-promoters Leon Green-
berg and American Talent 
International’s Jeff Franklin 
announced a line-up that 
included Rod Stewart, Joni 
Mitchell, the Village People, 
Bob Seger, Cheap Trick, 
Hall and Oates, Foghat and 
REO Speedwagon. Tick-
ets were to sell for $37.50 
apiece.

There was considerable 
controversy surrounding 
the proposal, and amidst 
vocal opposition, support-

ers of the festival sported 
bumper stickers proclaim-
ing “Success is a Traffic 
Jam.” Despite all the plans, 
the concert never happened, 
nor was the Tanglewood-
type venue that was part of 
the proposal ever built at the 
Columbia.

Ten years later, for the 
20th anniversary, the tradi-
tion of dueling concerts pre-
miered, as nearly 200,000 
visitors, including Wavy 
Gravy, made their way to 
the Bethel site over the an-
niversary weekend, while 
fewer than 400 showed up 
at the Stevensville Hotel in 
Swan Lake for John Sebas-
tian, Melanie, and other per-
formers.

In 1994, the 25th anniver-

sary was marked by a num-
ber of Woodstock originals 
playing at the Bethel site, 
including Richie Havens, 
Country Joe McDonald, 
Melanie, John Sebastian, 
Mountain, Blood, Sweat and 
Tears, Canned Heat, Iron 
Butterfly and Sha Na Na, 
who were joined by Fleet-
wood Mac, Judy Collins, the 
Chambers Brothers, Tom 
Paxton and Leon Russell. 
Meanwhile, in Saugerties, 
Joe Cocker, Crosby, Stills 
& Nash and a host of other 
acts from a wide spectrum 
of music genres performed 
before large crowds.

In July of 1999, an “anni-
versary concert” at Griffiss 
Air Force Base in Rome, NY 
ended in violence and chaos 
as an estimated 225,000 
concert goers overwhelmed 
security at the site.

Along with the events at 
Bethel Woods this summer, 
the restoration of the Bindy 
Bazaar trails will be com-
pleted, re-creating the net-
work of trails through the 
wooded area west of the fes-
tival field. The original trails 
were constructed to serve as 
the Bindy Bazaar, a group-
ing of 20 booths where ven-
dors sold crafts, clothing, 
and exotic goods during the 
original festival.

by John Conway

SWAN LAKE – In his 
State of the County address 
last year, delivered at Sulli-
van County’s airport in Swan 
Lake, Legislature Chairman 
Luis Alvarez promised that 
the county was “poised for 
take-off.” In keeping with that 
theme, in this year’s address 
Mr. Alvarez noted that “Sul-
livan County has truly taken 
off.”

Speaking from the terminal 
building at the airport once 
again, Mr. Alvarez pointed to 
the fact the county has “led 
the entire State in job growth 
and job creation” for a year 
now, and is “basically at full 
employment.”

And yet, Mr. Alvarez em-
phasized, there is more to 
come.

While 2018 saw the opening 
of the Resorts World Casino 
and the Yo 1 Wellness Center, 
2019 promises to bring addi-
tional development, he said, 
including “the Kartrite Resort 
and Indoor Waterpark and its 
500 jobs, followed by the El-
dred Preserve, including the 
relocated Bradstan and the 
reborn Old Homestead Res-
taurant. In 2020, the Chatwal 
Lodge in Bethel will join this 
impressive list with the most 

WOODSTOCK TO BE REMEMBERED
Michael Lang Goes Elsewhere; Proposed Hamlet 

of Hurleyville Festival Long Forgotten

THE BEST IS YET TO COME
Hurleyville Cited in State of the County Address

MONTICELLO – Sullivan 
County Human Rights Com-
mission Executive Director Ari 
Mir-Pontier has resigned to as-
sume a new role as State 
Senator Jen Metzger’s 
Constituent Services 
Manager.

“We so much ap-
preciate all that Ari has 
accomplished in her 16 
months with us, and we 
warmly wish her noth-
ing but success, know-
ing she will still be 
fighting for the rights of 
everyone,” noted Hu-
man Rights Commission 
Chair Judy Balaban.

“I am sad to see her go, as I 
enjoyed working with Ari on a 
range of human rights issues,” 
said Legislature Chair Luis Al-
varez. “She brought a lot to that 
office and has raised the visibil-
ity of the Commission.”

As the Commission’s Execu-
tive Director, Ms. Mir-Pontier 
helped create an anti-bullying 
initiative in local schools and, 
via a press conference and 
community outreach, brought 
public recognition to the Ho-
lodomor, the forced starvation 
of millions of Ukrainians in the 
20th Century. 

Many remember her as the 
multicultural program man-
ager for the Sullivan Renais-
sance beautification and com-
munity development program. 
She will remain in the human 

rights arena via the MBK Pro-
gram’s Family and Community 
Engagement Council, among 
other endeavors.

“I’ve learned a great deal and 
met some incredible people. I 
am grateful to both the Com-
mission and the Legislature for 
placing their faith in me, and I 
encourage them to find a suc-
cessor as soon as possible. This 
is an important role in the com-
munity,” Ms. Mir-Pontier said. 
“In the meantime, I look for-
ward to continuing to do what 
I love: helping the people of 
Sullivan County.”

Once Senator Metzger’s 
team opens an office in Liberty, 
Ms. Mir-Pontier will be primar-
ily located in Sullivan County, 
helping constituents across the 
district with their needs, listen-
ing to their concerns and ideas 
(she is fluent in both English 
and Spanish), and representing 
the Senator in the community. 

HURLEYVILLE – The 
Center for Discovery has 
created a next-generation as-
sistive technology lab at the 
Technology Hub and Incuba-
tor in Hurleyville to develop 
new ways of helping people 
with a range of disabilities 
and complex conditions over-
come their limited mobility 
and interact more easily with 
the world around them. Amer-
ican Portfolios (AP) has en-
tered into a five-year fund-
ing commitment with TCFD 
through the AP Foundation, 
to establish and operate The 
American Portfolios Assis-
tive Technology Lab, which 
is focused on the creation of 
innovative products, cutting-
edge technologies and new 
assistive devices.

The lab will leverage more 
than three decades of TCFD 
leadership in this area and 
serve as an incubator and 
design hub for TCFD’s clini-
cians and educators to collab-
orate on new ideas and prod-
uct development. By sharing 
resources and knowledge, 
it will promote the progres-
sive development of assistive 
technology interventions that 
have the potential to provide 
life-changing benefits for 
people with complex con-
ditions, including disabled 
veterans and those with age-
related issues.

“Giving back to the com-
munity continues to be a ma-
jor focus for us,” said Ameri-

can Portfolios CEO Lon T. 
Dolber. “I firmly believe that 
companies have an obliga-
tion to be socially responsible 
and to share that mission with 
their employees and their cli-
ents; leading by example of-
ten has the benefit of creating 
a trickle-down effect. I have 
seen firsthand how our rela-
tionship with The Center for 
Discovery has transformed 
our staff members, affiliated 
colleagues and business part-
ners. Today, AP is honored to 
be a part of another transfor-
mative endeavor – the formal 
unveiling of the American 
Portfolios Assistive Technol-
ogy Lab and the promise this 
new venture holds for the res-
idents at The Center and the 
world beyond.”

“For more than 30 years, 
we’ve been committed to 
developing assistive tech-
nologies and devices for in-
dividuals that allow them the 
right to move – with dignity 
and with freedom,” said Pat-
rick H. Dollard, President 
and CEO of The Center for 
Discovery. “Today, the offi-
cial opening of the American 
Portfolios Assistive Technol-
ogy Lab brings us one step 
closer to being able to trans-
form lives not just here – but 
everywhere.  We are deeply 
grateful to Lon T. Dolber and 
American Portfolios for their 
unwavering support and com-
mitment and we look forward 
to our continued partnership.”
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Legislature Chairman Luis Alvarez delivers his State of the County address at Sullivan County 
Airport last week.
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luxurious accommodations 
yet seen in Sullivan County.”

Mr. Alvarez said Sullivan 
County entertained 4 million 
visitors in 2018, and expects 
even more this year, the golden 
anniversary of the Woodstock 
Music Festival. And while 
tourism remains an important 
part or the county’s economy, 
it is not the only thing boom-
ing.

The county collected $1.2 
million dollars in room taxes 
in 2018, $300,000 dollars 
more than in 2017, but also 
collected “$45 million dollars 
in sales taxes, representing 

an incredible growth of $150 
million dollars in taxable sales 
versus 2017” and $800,000 
dollars in mortgage taxes, 
$100,000 dollars more than 
the year before.

“Our economy depends on 
much more than tourism,” Mr. 
Alvarez said. “The Center for 
Discovery has invested mil-
lions of dollars and created 
hundreds of jobs over the past 
few years, and I was thrilled to 
be part of the announcement 
that they will convert the for-
mer Frontier Insurance Build-
ing in Rock Hill into a state-
of-the-art research center and 

children’s specialty hospital. 
The Center for Discovery’s 
vision extends beyond Rock 
Hill and into Hurleyville, 
where their Arts Center and 
THINC Lab anchor a revital-
ized downtown Main Street 
corridor.” 

Mr. Alvarez highlighted 
dozens of other achievements 
and initiatives before conclud-
ing his remarks. 

“We have an entire year to 
look forward to, and a bright 
future beyond that. I am privi-
leged to be your Legislative 
Chairman during such an in-
credible time,” he said.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Ari Mir-Pontier
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Q. “What ridiculous thing do you love way beyond its mon-
etary worth?”

“Paper clips! Versions of the 
same ridiculous thing have made 
me feel rich beyond any person 
you can name all my life!  When I 
was 3 ½, I began getting an allow-
ance- and it was a nickel a week.  
On Saturday, we would go to Smil-
ing Sam’s Drugstore, which was 
really more like what they then 
called a Dime Store rather than a 
Dollar Store. Saddle shoe footsteps 
echoed on the wooden floors as 
you went up and down the aisles (if 
someone was in the basement and 
turned on the light beneath you, 
you could see in)- and I had a one 
hour limit to get what I wanted, or my allowance would be taken away.  
For about a year, I would end up getting a Rainbow Pad every week 
at the last possible minute.  It had four different pastel colored sheets 
of drawing paper (5 sheets each) and a wooden pencil.  There was just 
NOTHING else that appealed to me…until one week I saw a box of 
paper clips!!!  I drooled over those paper clips for weeks and weeks and 
months- BUT THEY COST A DIME!!!  Oh, the agony of the paper 
clip lust and the impoverished budget! I would run to the paper clip 
aisle and stare at them for 59 ½ minutes.  The clerk would open the 
box and let me see inside.  Then I would grab the Rainbow pad and run 
to the register, pay, and leave.  Joy at having spent my allowance, and 
agony at once again being too poor to afford the luxurious and elegant 
box of silver paper clips, until……..a brilliant idea.  When I was five, 
I decided that I would save my whole allowance for a week so that I 
could be rich enough to afford this unbelievable object of my dreams.  
It was an agonizingly loooong week, aided somewhat by having a cold 
and an earache that took my mind off the Rainbow pad I could have 
had for sure.  On Saturday I dashed through Smiling Sam’s with a foot 
clatter that outdid any other customer.  I had paid for my box of pa-
per clips within a minute, and rushed back to the car to sit down and 
open the box.  It was even better than I had DREAMED!  100 silver 
clips!  Worth more to me than even that hard-saved dime….WORTH A 
WHOLE DOLLAR TO ME! 

Eventually I used all of the clips in the box- but by then I knew that 
a little bit of suffering for a week would get me another box, even as 
prices went up, and up, and up- even to a quarter!  As people spoiled 
themselves with unnecessary luxuries in shopping malls, and then 
eventually online, I could still be the wise and snotty rich woman with 
a fortune in paper clips- including golden clips, jumbo clips, huge clips, 
paper clip decorations, and the greatest possession of all, the Rose Gold 
Paper Clip.  I have a wall of paper clip art, including a copy of two 
original patent drawings for the machine that makes paper clips.  I have 
a framed Rose Gold Paper Clip that says its’ value- $1,000,000,000.00- 
underneath it. I even occasionally give one away- a philanthropic ex-
travagance for only the most deserving recipient.”

Elaine Corrington

One of the most dramatic 
sights in the night sky is the 
full moon. Each month, the 
Earth’s moon goes through its 
phases, waxing and waning 
in its constant transformation 
from new moon to full moon 
and back again. The full moon 
occurs every 29.5 days as the 
moon moves to the side of the 
Earth directly opposite the sun, 
reflecting its rays off its full 
face and appearing as a bright, 
perfectly circular disk. Only 
one side of the moon is visible 
from Earth because the moon 
rotates around its own axis at 
the exact same speed that the 
moon orbits (revolves around) 
the earth - known as synchro-
nous rotation, or tidal locking.

 The blood moon or wolf 
moon is the full moon in Janu-
ary and is named after the 
howling of hungry wolves la-
menting the scarcity of food 
in the midwinter. In some 

cultures, it was known as old 
moon, ice moon, and the moon 
after Yule. Wolves howl more 
during their breeding season 
in January and February. The 
moon appears red, and larger 
and brighter than normal. This 
year, there was a full lunar 
eclipse on January 20, Sunday 
night from 11:42 p.m. to 12:44 
a.m. 

February’s full moon is 
called the snow moon for the 
typically cold, snowy weather 
in North America. Other com-
mon names include storm 
moon and hunger moon.

For ages, humans have used 
the movements of the moon to 
keep track of the passing year 
and set schedules for hunt-
ing, planting, and harvesting. 
Ancient cultures have given 
names to these full moons 
based on the behavior of 
plants, animals, or weather 
during that month.

Alli
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

The members of Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First will 
begin getting gardens, plant-
ers and barrels ready for 
planting in early spring.  Ev-
eryone is welcome to come 
out and help. Work dates will 
be announced soon.

Anyone interested in the 
future of Hurleyville is en-
couraged to join the group. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
meets on the 3rd Thursday 
of each month at 7 p.m. at 
the Hurleyville Firehouse on 
Main Street.

For more information 
about Hurleyville-Sullivan 
First, please visit us at www.
hurleyvilleny.com or on 
Facebook.

Interested in exploring ge-
nealogy and the history of 
Sullivan County? The Sulli-
van County Historical Soci-
ety is looking for volunteers 
to work on research, create 
exhibits, care for artifacts, 
and help visitors. Contact the 
museum for more informa-
tion. The phone number is 
845-434-8044.

The Sullivan County His-
torical Society has started 
an email notification list for 
upcoming events at the Mu-
seum. Please send an email 
to info@scnyhistory.org ask-
ing to subscribe or use the 
form at www.scnyhistory.org 
to send your request. 

More information will be 
available soon on the series 
of musical performances, 
“First Sunday” events, at the 
Museum.

The upstairs corridor at the 
Museum is home to a dis-
play featuring many Sullivan 
County hotels.

A collection of post cards 
and other memorabilia in the 
society’s archives is available 
for use by folks researching 
hotels and bungalow colo-
nies in Sullivan County. 

The gift shop at the mu-
seum offers an assortment 
of Sullivan County-related 
books, maps, posters, post-
cards and memorabilia. 

The museum, located at 
265 Main St. in Hurleyville, 
is open on Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. and on Sunday 
from 1 to 4:30 p.m.

Please go to www.scnyhi-
story.org for more informa-

tion on the Sullivan County 
Historical Society and the 
Sullivan County Museum.  
You can also visit the Sul-
livan County Historical So-
ciety and Museum on Face-
book.

Watch for the date! The 
Hurleyville United Meth-
odist Church will host its an-
nual (and delicious) Corned 
Beef Dinner in March.

The church has been bur-
glarized twice in the past 
year.  A microwave and 
DVD player were stolen 
along with an assortment of 
kitchen items. The members 
of the church thank everyone 
who reached out to replace 
what was taken. The rob-
beries have necessitated the 
installation of surveillance 
cameras at the church.

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church is open 
each Thursday (except the 
first Thursday of each month) 
from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. The 
volunteers at the food pantry 
serve nearly forty families 
every week.  They also pro-
vide free clothing for fami-
lies in need on the last Thurs-
day of each month.  

Services are held at the 
church each Sunday from 9 
until 10 a.m.

The church holds prayer 
meetings every Monday 
from 10 a.m. until Noon.  

A Bible study group meets 
at the church every Tuesday 
from 7 to 8 p.m.

Volunteers at the church 
host the Community Lunch 
Program. Dates for the pro-
gram will be announced on 
the church’s page on Face-
book.

The church hosts a Youth 
Group on Fridays from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. Young people are 
invited to join in a variety 
of activities including board 
games, trivia, movie nights, 
arts and crafts. Dates will be 
announced on the church’s 
page on Facebook.

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more informa-
tion or if you can help with 
any of these activities.

The members of Colum-
bia Hill Neighborhood Al-
liance (CHNA) appreciate 
the community’s continued 
support.

An update on the Gan Eden 
project on Columbia Hill is 
available on the group’s web 
site at www.columbiahill.
org.

A group of concerned resi-
dents formed CHNA in 2012 
to protect our environment 
and our community.  The Gan 
Eden project will deplete our 
water supply, jeopardize our 
streams and wetlands, alter 
our rural environment and 
undermine the safety of driv-
ers on our roads.

The outcome of the liti-
gation brought by the Gan 
Eden developer against the 
Town of Thompson is still 
pending. The complaints in 
the lawsuit are an attempt 
to force the town to rescind 
zoning changes and park and 
recreation fees that will af-
fect the Gan Eden develop-
ment under the pretext that 
the changes and fees are un-
constitutional. 

The Delaware River Ba-
sin Commission has still not 
announced the result of Gan 
Eden’s permit request to 
withdraw 4.6 million gallons 
a month from the aquifer for 
use as the development’s 
public water supply.

Visit CHNA at www.co-
lumbiahill.org or on Face-
book to learn how you can 
help to protect your environ-
ment and your community.

FROM THE 
FARM

by Eve Springwood Minson

Joanna Gass and the Greater 
Sullivan Search and Rescue 
Orchestra are still going strong 
at Brew in Rock Hill.  In win-
ters past, there has been a hiatus 
of sorts due to weather/audi-
ence concerns, but over the last 
few years they have developed 
a loyal following, and enough 
consistently to keep the Brew 
happy, to where there are two 
dates in February confirmed 
(weather permitting). The first 
is February 5, aptly named 
“A Perfectly OdD Tuesday,” 
and the second, which piqued 
my interest, “Anti-Valentine’s 
Day Day.”  Joanna is a power-
house of a singer who can belt 
a show tune, then switch gears 
and croon a Doo Wop – all per-
fectly backed by a cadre of the 
most professional musicians in 
the area. These shows are just 
fun, as most of the sets are au-
dience requests.

Another enduring winter 
fare is the open mic at Dutch’s 
in Rock Hill every Monday. I 
have never been there, win-
ter or summer, when it wasn’t 
well attended. I believe this is 
because of the truly fine mu-
sicians that it attracts, some 
from as far away as Accord and 
Chester. Again, a really good 
time is to be had by all.

A non-contender in the area 
for live entertainment, though, 
seems to be Resorts World 
Catskills Casino and Resort. 
The hype on the website is still 
the same as it was when Slam 
Allen played the Double Top 
on Monday nights, but what’s 
being offered? Trivia nights 
on Thursdays and Karoake on 
Fridays. And, oh yes, a Billy 
Joel tribute band on January 26 
called RIVER OF DREAMS. 
Um, ya, ok. I lived in Barne-
gat, NJ for about three years, 
which is only a hop, skip and 
a jump from Atlantic City. 
Most casinos had some kind 
of headliner coming through 
and the smaller venues always 
had local bands. Maybe I’m 
being too critical, but if you 
want foot traffic, wouldn’t you 
book some name entertainers? 
One of the last lines on the web 
page reads “…you’ll be treated 
to the headliners you always 
wanted to see.” rings a bit too 
optimistic for what I’m seeing. 

In fact, it makes me think that 
either they don’t have the mon-
ey or they don’t want to spend 
the money.

Which brings me to the next 
buzz. This last weekend, my 
friend Bob, who was with the 
Ohio Express called me. He 
wanted to know if I knew any-
thing about what was going to 
be happening for the 50th anni-
versary of the Woodstock festi-
val. Those of you who were at 
the 40th and went to the monu-
ment would have heard him 
and his musical buddy, Eddie 
playing there from daybreak 
to almost 2 p.m. I have the 
photos. All that he had heard 
was that all the hotels were 
sold out and that was a given. 
As little as three weeks ago, I 
had heard from an insider that 
Bethel Woods would be com-
memorating this monumental 
event with lectures, talks, some 
‘retro-techno’ music (what-
ever that is when it’s at home) 
and no name bands (it is not 
known if any of these would be 
pulled from the wealth of talent 
in Sullivan County). Really? 
Then up pops Michael Lang, 
one of the original organizers 
with his own 50th Anniver-
sary that can really be called 
WOODSTOCK, since he 
owns the name. This one will 
be held in Watkins Glen and 
is getting enormous national 
press. Then up pops Bethel, 
announcing Santana will be 
performing. I had to chuckle, 
since it had also been rumored 
that Bethel didn’t want to pay 
for top performers.  Granted, 
Bethel has the original site, but 
Watkins Glen…well, it has Mi-
chael Lang in complete charge, 
which may make all the dif-
ference given the John Scher 
Woodstock 1999 debacle. And 
yes, I have friends that worked 
on that one too. And Michael 
has a theme, an actual purpose 
behind this commemoration. It 
will be interesting.  

Right now though, I’m going 
to put some more coconut oil 
on my poor wind burned, frost 
bitten face!

Until next time…here’s 
what’s coming up in February.  
(All subject to change due to 
weather.)

Every Monday

Dutch’s Open Mic: 205 Rock 
Hill Dr., Rock Hill, 7 p.m.

Tuesdays
The Greater Sullivan Search 

and Rescue Orchestra (Joanna 
Gass, Steve Schwartz, Kenny 
Windheim, and Eric Neis), 
Brew, 280 Rock Hill Dr., Rock 
Hill, 6:30 p.m.

Feb 5: Perfectly OdD Tues-
day

Feb 12: Anti-Valentine’s Day 
Day

Every Wednesday: 
Cabaroke at Cabernet 

Franks; 38 Main St., (Exit 98 
off 17W) Parksville; 6-11 p.m.  
Come in costume!

Fridays: 
Every Friday:  Sorella:  Jazz 

Standards with Defino and 
Ravdin, and great Italian food!  
6 – 9 p.m., 3562 State Rte. 55, 
Kauneonga Lake

Cabernet Frank’s; 38 Main 
St., Parksville

(Check their FaceBook page 
or their website as they are 
awaiting confirmation on sev-
eral other dates)

Feb 1:  Cody Melville
March 8: EOL (Empire Of 

Light)
Saturdays: 
Every Saturday:  Sorella: 

Jazz Standards with Defino 
and Ravdin, 3562 State Rte. 
55, Kauneonga Lake; 6 p.m.

Saturday, Feb 2 and March 
9: Open Mic/Home Grown: 
host Kevin McDaniel, WJFF 
90.5FM, 12 – 1 p.m.

Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main 
St., (Exit 98 off 17W) Parks-
ville; 7 p.m.

(These are the confirmed so 
far for Saturdays.  Please check 
their FaceBook page for addi-
tions)

Feb 2:  The Armonia Band
Feb 9:  Captain Magic
Every Sunday
Music where You Least Ex-

pect It: 11 a.m. – 1:30ish, De-
Fillipis Bakery, 506 Broadway, 
Monticello

The Catskill Distillery:  Bar-
ry and Friends, Jazz Brunch, 11 
a.m. – 2 p.m., 2037 State Rte. 
17B, Bethel

The opinions expressed in 
this column are the author’s 
own and do not necessarily re-
flect those of The Hurleyville 
Sentinel, the editor, or pub-
lisher.

As the days get longer, for 
those of us who live to garden, 
the excitement builds as our 
imagination fills with the splen-
dor of the coming summer. On 
the warmer days of winter we 
occasionally have weather mild 
enough to get outside and cut 
back last years’ foliage, rake up 
debris, clean up the compost pile 
a bit and alleviate our cabin fe-
ver just a tiny bit.

By now you have probably 
received seed and plant catalogs 
and are chomping at the bit to 
start you seeds but give it just a 
little bit more time and soon you 
can get started. I always suggest 
to gardeners to check in with 
friends and family to see what 
seed they may have saved from 
last year and to make some room 
in their planning for cuttings or 
divisions of plants of their favor-

FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

Alli
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!
Recently I spoke with

longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.
‘Home Grown’ on WJFF

radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.
And speaking of WJFF,

their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.
We may have seen the last

of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!
At this writing, it is un-

clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.
The schedule for Decem-

ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”
For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 
2nd Friday, Cabernet

Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM
3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-

Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM
3rd Saturday, The Pickled

Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM
4th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish
9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM
10th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM
11th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish
13th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
16th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM
17th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM
18th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 
27th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
30th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM
31st Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM
Wishing all of you a

blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.
Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 
my dad throws
snowballs at me, 
and sledding, 

I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 
I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 
very much because 

I love to ski.
I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.
There were also some

dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!
I’m sure my mommy had

fun, too.

PHOTO PROVIDED
The members of Hurleyville-
Sullivan First will begin get-
ting gardens, planters and 
barrels ready for planting 
in early spring.  Everyone is 
welcome to come out and 
help.

ites. Then indulge in seed pur-
chases based on what you know 
you have room for. 

Each year seed companies of-
fer new varieties that are worth 
trying, along with the tried and 
true beloved plants. For me, it’s 
SUN GOLD tomatoes that I 
simply could not live without. I 
wait for them with anticipation 
more than anything else in my 
garden except maybe my straw-
berries. I never miss a year of 
growing them! But it’s the high 
summer bloom symphony that 
really gets me each year and 
it’s those plants I miss the most 
when they fade or freeze, like 

morning glories, hollyhocks, lil-
ies and nasturtiums.

For now, drag out all your 
seed-starting supplies from the 
basement or garage, sort through 
your old seeds, purchase what 
you still need and plan on get-
ting going within the next 4-6 
weeks. Find your garden plan 
from last year and update with 
new ideas. For seeding you’ll 
need a sunny window or light 
table, seed trays, planting media, 
watering can, fertilizer (prefer-
ably organic), and a little pa-
tience. There’s nothing quite like 
seeing that first green seedling 
pop up!
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OUT DIVINE CORNERS WAY

Pi State Educational Foundation Awards 
Grant to BCES Trail Project

by Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – The 
Fallsburg Maker’s Club, a 
group of seventh and eighth 
graders from Fallsburg Cen-
tral School, has been visit-
ing the Technology Hub 
and Incubator (THINC) at 
The Center for Discovery 
each Tuesday since No-
vember to learn new skills 
and work on projects. 

The students in this lively 
group have become quad 
copter pilots, honing their 
skills at hovering, flying 
and maneuvering around 
obstacles using remote con-
trols and goggles. The mini 
drones, flying with four pro-
pellers, are more difficult to 
glide than they look, but the 

junior pilots are clearly pro-
gressing in their skills each 
week, looking forward to 
spring weather when they 
can fly outdoors and possi-
bly use some footage from 
the onboard cameras. 

Besides flying and learn-
ing the operation of drones, 
club members have been 
doing a little research about 
them. 

Nick Muscia researched 
rules and regulations about 
flying drones outdoors. 
Most outdoor drones are 
much larger and much more 
expensive than the mini-
versions at THINC. There 
is a lot of information avail-
able about drone rules, but 
the most important ones 
are:

• Flying a drone for any 
purpose requires FAA reg-
istration

• Never fly near airports 
or aircrafts
• You must fly below 400 
feet. 
• Use common sense – 
make sure you can see 
your drone at all times, 
or use goggles so you 
know its whereabouts.
• Never fly near emer-
gency response efforts 
like a fire or a crime 
scene.
• Never fly under the in-
fluence of drugs or alco-
hol.

Jaedon Espinoza re-
searched the many ways 
someone can make money 
with a drone. He found out 

“Slowing Down”
by Heather Gibson

HURLEYVILLE – Here 
in New York, “How you 
doin” is not a question, 
but a greeting, much like, 
“Hello!”

Every once in a while 
someone points out a re-
ality that sticks with you 
for years to come. I was 
probably a sophomore in 
college when I heard these 
words from a classmate, 
“Here in America when 
you all say, ‘Hi, How are 
you?’ You don’t actu-
ally wait for the answer. 
You quickly move on. In 
my village, if you were 
to ask that same question 
you should be prepared to 
stand at the fence and lis-
ten for a long time.” 

She was a nun from Afri-
ca, here to study. Interest-
ingly enough, it was small 
lessons like this, outside 
the classroom, that in-
trigued her the most. Her 
shared observations began 
to intrigue us and we spent 
a lot of time discussing 
the difference between our 
cultures, but more impor-
tantly, the difference be-
tween chronological time 
and what Father Joe, our 
professor, called “sacred 
time.”

Chronological time is 
measured by the constant 
ticking of a clock. It is a 
reminder that we must 
keep moving; that we have 
another meeting to attend, 
or task to get done. Sa-
cred time is quite simply 
the opposite. There’s no 
appointment to keep; no 
alarm clock set. It’s where 
you get lost in a moment 
and ignore the clock com-
pletely. If you are any-

thing like me, getting lost 
in a moment doesn’t come 
often. There are very few 
opportunities in my busy 
schedule to ignore a tick-
ing clock. However, if 
given the opportunity, do 
NOT pass it 
up! Sacred time 
often comes 
unexpectedly, 
and sometimes 
we choose not 
to engage be-
cause our mind 
is already three 
steps ahead. In 
fact, sometimes 
we duck and 
cover to avoid 
conversation, even when 
we long for it. What’s 
up with that?

Tick-tock. Tick-tock. 
Tick-tock.

But how do we slow 
down? How do we find 
sacred time?

First of all, get the 
“To Do List” done. I’ve 
learned to stop procrasti-
nating. Once I tackle the 
list and finish what needs 
to be done, I not only feel 
productive, but also less 
guilty about spending the 
day looking for adventure. 
That’s what our three-
year-old son calls it when 
we head out on Sundays.

“Mommy and Daddy, 
are we going on an adven-
ture?”

“Yes! Yes we are!”
Secondly, I’ve learned 

to be spontaneous! Some-
times we have an invite 
and a plan, but more times 
than not, I have no idea 
where we are going. My 
Dad did this a lot. He’d 
often say, “let’s see where 
this road takes us,” or 
“maybe we will stumble 

upon something inter-
esting today.” Because 
he valued simplicity, he 
definitely would stand at 
someone’s fence and lis-
ten for hours. Dad passed 
a few years back, at just 

sixty years old, 
so there were 
a lot of adven-
tures he didn’t 
take. He ran out 
of both chrono-
logical and sa-
cred time and 
perhaps it’s me 
who lives with 
that regret. So 
I’ve learned a 
thing or two 

about time through his 
early death. 

Finally, I’m trying to 
slow down.  Just this 
week, I paid for gas, and 
left without pumping 
it!  How can I do such a 
foolish thing? Brain is in 
overdrive. When I rush, 
I panic. When I panic, I 
get anxious and stressed. 

Most often, I become 
physically ill with mi-
graine headaches or GI is-
sues. I’m learning to listen 
to those warning signs and 
give myself a break. My 
body is clearly speaking 
to me, so it’s important I 
quiet myself long enough 
to listen. 

When I do these three 
things, I stop hearing tick-
tock…tick-tock….tick-
tock, and I begin to hear 
and feel the world around 
me. I am more engaged. 
I am more in tune. I am 
more mindful.

So next time someone 
says “how you doin’?” 
picture the question mark 
at the end of the word 
doin’ and take the time 
to answer their question. 
Then ask them the same 
thing, and most impor-
tantly; just listen.

The world around us, 
and every experience, is 
meant to be shared.

“GONNA FLY NOW!”
Maker’s Club Learning and Flying

PHOTO BY DENISE SULLIVAN
Anngeleena Bruno (L) and Mia Irlbacher (R) researched 
drone usage in entertainment and other fields.
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Jaedon Espinoza

PHOTO BY DENISE SULLIVAN
Nick Muscia
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A mini quad copter at THINC.

by Jonathan Shimkin

Winter Musings 
The pumpkin has been 

sitting on our front porch 
since Halloween. It started 
out proud, warty, and round, 
and now, after nearly three 
months, it resembles a de-
flated balloon. The top and 
the stem are still intact over 
a pulpy mass. The pumpkin 
has been nibbled at (by mice? 
by rabbits?); it’s been frozen, 
thawed out, and frozen again, 
numerous times. It’s come to 
stand as a salutary reminder 
of the metamorphosis of all 
things and the natural rela-
tionship of growth and decay; 
intimations of mortality seep 

through its deliquescing state. 
At the moment, covered in 
snow, it’s just a slight white 
bump with a curved stem 
poking through; by spring-
time, I believe, this pumpkin 
will have progressed along its 
path to an apt conclusion.

*****
In mid-December there is 

a stretch of days that com-
bine arctic cold with fierce 
winds. One night the wind 
is so strong it disrupts sleep. 
The following day I take in 
the spectacle of the surface 
of Loch Sheldrake, which has 
frozen over in wave forms. 
The sight is slightly hallucina-
tory: a ripple of frothy-capped 
swells, caught in mid-motion, 

sweeps across the entire sur-
face of the lake. Usually the 
lake freezes as flat as a skat-
ing rink, but this looks like 
a freeze-frame in a film, like 
the sea at the end of “The 400 
Blows.” The visual prompt 
indicates that there should be 
motion, yet there is no mo-
tion. The senses have a mo-
ment of confusion, a sensa-
tion like that of stepping from 
a rocking boat onto dry land 
to find the ground in motion. 
The mind and the senses - 
what we know and what we 
see - diverge for a vertiginous 
moment, then come together 
again on the other side of that 
moment.

*****

On December 31st we go to 
Sam’s Point, to see the vista 
of the year ahead - metaphori-
cally speaking. But the Point 
is shrouded in dense fog on 
this last day of the year. From 
the highest shelf of Sam’s 
rock one can see – absolutely 
nothing! The world is spectral 
white, a blank page waiting to 
be written upon, or a mystery 
waiting to be revealed: either 
way, the sight is oddly stir-
ring. The blankness harbors 
the full range of potential for 
the year ahead: growth and 
decay, flux and stasis, begin-
nings and endings. We watch 
and wait, suspended between 
the old and the new, at the still 
point of the turning year.

FALLSBURG – The Pi 
State Educational Founda-
tion of Delta Kappa Gamma 
NYS (PSEFDKG) has once 
again awarded a Literacy and 
Learning Grant in the amount 
of $1,000 to the BCES Trail 
in the Fallsburg Central 
School District. 

Educational Foundation 

President, Ginny Dudko, pre-
sented the check to the trail’s 
coordinator, Leah Exner, on 
Friday, January 4. Ms. Exner 
was eligible to apply for the 
grant as a member of Delta 
Kappa Gamma, which is 
an international Society for 
Key Women Educators The 
new literacy grant will fund 

18 tree identification name 
plates, two plant identifica-
tion name plates, an outdoor 
free literature/magazine hold-
er, and an outdoor standing 
holder for the historical arti-
facts found along the wooded 
section of the trail. This sec-
tion of the trail is now called 
History Highway to educate 

everyone who walks through 
the trail about the history of 
the area.

Thanks go to Russ Scheir-
er, former staff member of 
Frost Valley YMCA Camp, 
who has identified the trees 
and plants along the trail that 
will receive the name plates 
and identification tags.

that drones are being used 
for structural or building in-
spections. Instead of paying 
someone to go up a ladder 
to inspect your roof, a drone 
can be used for detailed pic-
tures, and it’s safer. 

They’re also being used 
for aerial reconnaissance 
and surveillance – flying 
security cameras for large 
buildings or campuses. 
Helping to create hotel or 
resort advertising, drone 
video footage can be sold 
and used on websites. The 
same applies to real estate 
advertising for a large par-
cel of land. Drones are used 
for marketing at events or 

on beaches. Drones can pull 
advertising banners or signs 
in the same way that small 
airplanes can, without using 
a pilot or fossil fuel. Wed-
ding videos now include 
high, sweeping footage of 
outdoor weddings and re-
ceptions, with a drone pho-
tographer working along-
side traditional ones.

There are also many 
vloggers who have You-
Tube channels that peo-
ple watch, and they make 
money through advertising. 
According to Wikipedia, 
A video blog or video log, 
usually shortened to vlog, 
is a form of blog for which 

the medium is video, and is 
a form of web television. 

Anngeleena Bruno and 
Mia Irlbacher researched 
drone usage in entertain-
ment and other fields. When 
they thought about their fa-
vorite TV shows and mov-
ies, they realized how often 
they see drone photography 
or video footage.

Reality TV shows like 
Survivor regularly use 
drone footage of the beau-
tiful islands and other ex-
otic areas where the show is 
filmed. In a movie like “Star 
Wars: The Force Awak-
ens,” the closing scene of 
Ray and Luke Skywalker 

is made more dramatic by 
the drone camera’s circling 
footage of the two men on 
top of a mountain. Horror 
films often include drone 
video footage. Sweeping 
video footage above a for-
est in foggy conditions, for 
example, really emphasizes 
uncertainty when a charac-
ter is lost in the woods.

The girls found videos in 
their research of the 2017 
Winter Olympic Games, 
when the tech company, In-
tel synchronized 500 drones 
to create a light show in the 
sky above the stadium. You 
can still watch that show on 
YouTube if you missed it. 

They also found that drones 
are being used to observe 
the behavior of marine 
wildlife, and biologists are 
able to see so much more 
than they would if they were 
on a boat in the water. The 
quiet drones do not disturb 
wildlife, and they resemble 
birds from far way. 

Flight assembled archi-
tecture is another emerging 
field in the drone world, as 
the girls found that cable 
bridges and block walls can 
now be built using drones. 

Thanks to these thought-
ful young makers for broad-
ening our understanding of 
drones!
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking 
to recruit new members. 
You can stop in at the fire-
house any Monday evening 
at 7 p.m. to get an applica-
tion or see what we are all 
about. If you don’t want 
to fight fire we can use 
fire police or work behind 
the scenes and support the 
frontline fire fighters. We 
do more than just fight fire. 
We even provide all of your 
training and gear for free.

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment responded to 135 
calls in 2018. This was the 
most calls we have had in 
the last five years. There was 
an increased number of acti-
vated alarms, not only in our 
fire district but countywide. 
It appears that more homes 
and businesses are getting 
central alarm systems tied 
into a monitoring company 
that calls 911 for them. Acti-
vated alarms are treated like 
a structure fire and a full 
complement of equipment 
and firefighters  responds. 
Some people might remem-
ber the Pines Hotel Tennis 
Center fire. It came in as 
an activate alarm and when 
Fallsburg Fire Department 
arrived on scene they found 
the building fully involved. 
So you never know what 
lies around the corner of an 
activated alarm.

If you do have some sort 
of monitoring system/com-
pany, when was the last time 
you updated your informa-
tion?

What would you like the 
fire department to do when 
they show up at your house, 
nothing is showing (no vis-
ible  fire) and it is reason-
ably certain there is not a 
fire, and the alarm company 
says they have no informa-
tion for a key holder or the 
key holder in not respond-
ing for whatever reason. Do 
you want us to force a door 
(forcible open a door) and 
possible damage it?

A better situation would 
be to make sure your moni-
toring company has all of 
your up-to-date contact 

information and someone 
who lives in close proxim-
ity that can be contacted to 
let us in.

Also when was the last 
time you cleaned the heads 
in your system (they do get 
dusty)? Or what is the re-
quired maintenance for your 
system and are you follow-
ing the recommended pro-
cedures to keep your system 
in good working order?

There are times that we 
have gone back for the same 
bad head in your alarm sys-
tem more than once. Please 
fix it.

As I am writing this ar-
ticle, two different fire de-
partments responded to 
activated alarms and found 
nothing. It is five degrees 
out and the wind is blow-
ing. Both departments sent 
equipment and manpower 
and found nothing. One call 
doesn’t have a key holder 
responding. So what do you 
want us to do? Hurleyville 
just responded to an activat-
ed alarm. This was a situa-
tion in which the sensor is in 
the wrong place and is going 
to cause future activations if 
it is not moved. So as I am 
writing this article there are 
now a total of five different 
activated alarms that have 
gone off.

After there is an activa-
tion we/you need to find 
the cause. Did you burn the 
toast? Is the head dusty? 
Did a technician set it off? 
For the life of me, I cannot 
understand why the fire de-
partment gets called when a 
technician is doing mainte-
nance on your system. Is the 
head in the wrong location 
and we get called back for 
the same problem a num-
ber of times? Do you have a 
battery backup and the bat-
tery is dead?

On a 10-year smoke or 
CO detector you can not 
change the battery and after 
ten years it will not reset. It 
needs to be replaced.

Keep you systems in 
working order and well 
maintained.

At our January fire de-

February 19, 1937

Airport for Sullivan is 
Otto Hillig’s Plea

Assemblyman Otto Hillig 
appeared before the Sullivan 
County board of Supervi-
sors to urge progress on the 
proposed Sullivan County 
Airport. Pointing out that 
there is now no field in the 
county large enough any but 
small planes, Mr. Hillig said 
he thought a large port would 
benefit the territory in many 
ways and probably would be 
the means of increasing its 
visitors.

He said he, as a member 
of the aviation committee of 
the Assembly, would aid the 
county in any way possible. 
The landing field, however, is 
purely a county project under 
WPA. The federal govern-
ment has approved the field, 
and WPA funds were report-
edly set aside for it some 
time ago. Up to now, board 
members have complained 
that there is not enough la-
bor available in the county to 
proceed with the project. It is 
understood that about 100 la-
borers would be required. A 
recent report on unemploy-
ment figures indicated there 
were between 150 and 200 
men unemployed.

Hurleyville School Notes

The Senior operatta, en-
titled “Hansel and Gretel” is 
ready to be resented tonight, 
Friday, February 19, This af-
fair is to be a very success-
ful one as a large crowd is 
expected. The scenery for 
the play was cleverly con-
structed and painted by our 
very competent artist, Mrs. 

February is a month for 
lovers…Library Lovers that 
is! February is National Li-
brary Lovers month, so now 
is the perfect time to show 
your support for your local 
library.

Have you visited your lo-
cal library lately? If not, you 
might be surprised to find 
that we offer more than just 
books – although we have 
plenty of those too! As far 
as other materials that you 
can borrow and take home, 
we have movies, magazines, 
museum passes, and early 
literacy kits. We also provide 
an assortment of online ma-
terials, including access to e-
books, e-audiobooks, e-mag-
azines, e-videos, and online 
databases/learning software 
such as Consumer Reports 

and Rosetta Stone; all acces-
sible for FREE, simply with 
your library card. 

Libraries have also adapt-
ed to meet changing commu-
nity needs, becoming a safe 
space for some, a meeting 
place for others, and a “third 
place” for socializing. Enjoy 
creating arts & crafts? Check 
out your local library! Want 
to hear speakers on a variety 
of subjects from healthcare, 
to history, to “going green?” 
Check out your local library!

February is also the time 
of year when libraries need 
your help in voicing our 
importance to our local As-
sembly people and State 
Senators. Governor Cuomo 
has once again cut library 
funding in his proposed state 
budget. We need your help 

to help restore that funding 
to help keep our local costs 
down, while still being able 
to provide the myriad of ser-
vices we offer. February 27 is 
the New York Library Asso-
ciation’s (NYLA) Advocacy 
Day in Albany. Library sup-
porters from across the state 
will converge on Albany to 
have their voices heard. If 
you’re interested in attend-
ing, please let your local li-
brary know ASAP. Buses are 
provided through the Rama-
po Catskill and Mid-Hudson 
Library Systems with con-
venient pick up locations to 
help make it as easy as pos-
sible for locals to voice their 
support. If you can’t make 
the trip, be sure to stop into 
your local library where 
there will be letters available 

to sign voicing your support. 
In the meantime, check out 
these great programs hap-
pening at the Fallsburg Li-
brary this month:

On Thursday, February 7, 
adults ages 18+ can join us 
at 6 p.m. to decorate a cof-
fee mug using only sharpies. 
On Thursday, February 21 
at 6 p.m., kids ages 7+ can 
come in and make their own 
Floam. Floam is a slimy sub-
stance with Styrofoam beads 
in it that can be molded into 
shapes. As always, our Chil-
dren’s Craft Night is Monday 
at 6 p.m. and our Preschool 
Story Time is Tuesday morn-
ing at 10 a.m. Please register 
for our programs by calling 
us at 436-6067 ext. 102, vis-
iting our online calendar, or 
stopping in the library.

PHOTO PROVIDED
NYS Assemblyman Otto 
Hillig of Liberty.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Presenting and accepting the check and gift basket from the 
SYDA Management are (left to right): John Pratt, Hurleyville 
Chief Alan Price, HFD President Chris Gibson, and Tammy 
Pratt.

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

LaBagh. Mrs. Wood, who is 
in charge of the costumes, 
has done a remarkable job in 
this line. The musical selec-
tions, under the direction of 
Miss Horne, are beautifully 
sung, with the sweet voices 
of the children blending with 
the mature voices of the old-
er children.

The story of Hansel and 
Gretel is illustrated perfectly 
and beautifully in this oper-
etta, as it was produced at the 
Metropolitan Opera House in 
New York City, only in min-
iature style.

Last Wednesday, the Hur-
leyville basketball team beat 
the Fallsburg team with a 
final score of 16-15. At the 
end of the first half, the score 
was 11-3 in favor of the 
Fallsburg boys, but the sec-
ond half showed speed and 
rapid progress on the part 
of our team. Thursday eve-
ning, Hurleyville will meet 
Woodridge at the Woodridge 
school. The boys are making 
preparations and have been 
practicing hard for the Jeffer-

partment meeting, John 
and Tammy Pratt presented 
the Fire Department with 
a check for $4,000 on be-
half of the SYDA manage-
ment. Chief Alan Price and 
President Chris Gibson ac-
cepted the gift on behalf of 
the membership. John and 
Tammy also brought a holi-
day basket filled to the brim 
with many different kinds of 
treats for all to enjoy after 

the meeting (and we did). 
The fire department line of-
ficers are looking to putting 
the gift to good use.

Don’t forget the 31st 
Annual Ice Fishing Con-
test is Saturday, February 
9 at Morningside Lake in 
Hurleyville from 7 a.m. to 
3 p.m. You can contact me 
for more information. (845) 
796-8598.

FALLSBURG STUDENTS ARE 
“COOKING WITH CORNELL”

home to their families. 
When asked about cooking 
with SueAnn and her staff, 
the students were delight-
ed. They emphasized the 
different foods that they 

never heard of, much less 
tasted, before this class ex-
perience.

They enjoyed pasta made 
from spaghetti squash!  
Some has not ever eaten 

eggplant, and now they 
enjoy it.  They cannot wait 
to share the food and help 
with shopping and cooking 
at home. This is an impor-
tant part of CCE’s mission.

FALLSBURG – Since 
January 2017 Cornell Co-
operative Extension of 
Sullivan County (CCE) 
has been offering a “Cook-
ing with Cornell” class 
as part of Fallsburg Jr/Sr 
High School After School 
Program. Meeting once 
a week, CCE Healthy 
Schools Program Coordi-
nator SueAnn Boyd has 
been the main instructor. 
The program is part of a 
Fallsburg CSD grant with 
CCE as a partner.

Partnership is exactly 
the right word for the 
working relationship be-
tween the school and the 
agency. Ms. Boyd has 
been a very active member 
of FCSD Wellness Com-
mittee for the past several 
years. CCE has partici-
pated in every Wellness 
Day Event and Healthy 
Snacks Day in the Dis-
trict. As FCSD Director 
of the After School Grant 
Program and Chair of the 
Wellness Committee, Su-
zanne Lendzian is grateful 
for SueAnn and her staff 
from CCE, Bee Moser and 
Bridget Kackos.

Just before Christmas in 
2018, SueAnn and Bridg-
et met with nine eager 
seventh and eighth grad-
ers in the Home and Ca-
reers Kitchen at FHS to 
bake some special sugar 
cookies and peanut butter 
blossom cookies to bring 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Left to right are SueAnn Boyd (CCE Healthy Schools Program Coordinator), Aisha Darboe, 
Bintou Darboe, Rain Shokralla, and Avena Watkis.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Front row, left to right are Alyanna Saunders, Juliannah Blias, Miya Ennist, Hallie Houghtal-
ing, and SueAnn Boyd; in back row are Edwar Garcia and Bridget Kackos (CCE Program As-
sistant).

FROM THE FALLSBURG LIBRARY

by Kelly Wells & Amanda Letohic

sonville game this Tuesday 
evening at the Hurleyville 
school.

News and Personal Notes 
About Town

Shirley Todras returned 
home this week after a visit 
with relatives in New York.
Her small nephew, Harold 
Halsby, returned with her for 
a vacation.

Misses Gail and Pearl Ja-
cobson and brother Perk 
spent Sunday with relatives 
in New York.

Burton Knapp, after a 
month’s sojourn in Miami, 
Fla. With his parents, has re-
turned to Hurleyville.

Mrs. Maxwell Pierce, prin-
cipal of a school at Glenhead, 
L.I., visited relatives in Lib-
erty over the weekend, and 
spent Wednesday here with 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Durland. 
Mrs. Pierce, the former Grace 
Evans DeKay, is well known 
in this region.

February 26, 1937

Week-end Business Good, 
Hotel Managers Report

Hotels and boarding hous-
es throughout the County 
reported unusually goo pa-
tronage for the Washington’s 
Birthday week-end. In spite 
of bad weather, hundreds 
came into the County by rail, 
bus and private car. Sunday’s 
heavy rains ruined skating 
and kept a majority of the vis-
itors indoors during the entire 
stay. Hotelmen reported there 
had not been a comparable 
mid-winter week-end crowd 
during the recovery period.

Rain Damages Roads

Supervisors who visited the 
Courthouse Tuesday reported 
damage to town and county 
roads from mudslides and 
washouts as a result of the 
heavy rains over the week-
end was almost as extensive 
as the usual spring damage.

Hurleyville School Notes

On Tuesday evening, the 
Jeffersonville basketball 
team met our varsity to play 
a very interesting and very 
close game. At the end of the 
first half, Hurleyville was in a 
five point lead and still were 
in that position at the close 
of the third quarter. The final 
quarter saw some well-direct-
ed long distance shots on the 
Jeffersonville team and with 
the aid of a few free throws, 
tied the score at 14-all. The 
game ended in a draw, so an 
overtime period was played. 
In this last heat, the Jefferso-
nians won the game by three 
points. Fine playing and good 
sportsmanship was displayed 
by both teams.

County Seat’s Checker 
Team is Victorious

The checker players of the 
County Seat are jubilant over 
the twenty-one point vic-
tory last Tuesday night by a 
ten man team of Monticello 
players over the best players 
of White Lake. Captained 
by Foster Little, the Monti-
cello team piled up a total of 
seventy-six points to White 
Lake’s fifty-five after a ses-
sion of several hours at Steve 
Harris’ roadstand in White 
Lake. 
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OVER UNITY
CHAPTER ONE: 

Somewhere in the 
Catskill Mountains

MacArthur Quint 
stopped the bright red 
sports car he was driv-
ing dead in its tracks as 
soon as he saw the lights. 
Something wasn’t right, he 
knew.

It was shortly before ten 
o’clock on a warm sum-
mer night in August, and 
Quint was returning to his 
home, remotely located 
on the shore of massive 
Lake Greer in New York’s 
Catskill Mountains. His 
house was tucked away in 
the woods, and he rarely 
got visitors. He liked it that 
way. He certainly did not 
expect to see the lights on 
along the winding, tree-
lined driveway leading up 
to the house, or those on 
the house itself. The lights 
were activated by several 
separate motion detectors, 
and were specifically de-
signed to indicate if some-
one approached the house. 
Obviously, someone had.

The car he was driving 
was electric powered—he 
had built it himself—and 
virtually noiseless, so 
Quint knew he could get 
considerably closer to the 
house without being de-
tected, but he inched ahead 
slowly, straining to see if 
there was any additional 
indication of someone in 
his yard. It wasn’t until he 
was about halfway up the 
long driveway, still mostly 
shielded by the trees, that 

he saw the black Yukon 
parked in front of one of 
the doors of the three car 
garage.

Driving a bit closer, he 
noticed the car had a Geor-
gia license plate-- or “tag” 
as they typically called 
them down there—and he 
found that curious. He had 
lived in Atlanta for nearly a 
decade, but that had been a 
long time ago. He had not 
had any contact with any-
one from there in many, 
many years. There were 
folks living there—as far 
as he knew, anyway—who 
had once been his clos-
est friends, but they were 
from another lifetime, and 
he had not heard from, or 
even thought much about 
them in a long time. It did 
not seem likely that any 
one of them would be sit-
ting in his driveway.

Reaching down under 
his seat, he grasped the Sig 
Sauer P229 pistol he usual-
ly kept there, and placed it 
on his lap. Better safe than 
sorry, he thought, acknowl-
edging to himself that this 
was not the way an average 
person might react. Then, 
almost as if justifying the 
act, he said softly to him-
self, “well, maybe if they’d 
led the kind of life I have.”

He decided to drive the 
rest of the way to the house 
as he normally would, and 
increased his speed a bit 
as he rounded the final 
curve in the driveway, all 
the while keeping his eyes 
on the Yukon. He pulled 

up directly behind it, and 
could see there was some-
one sitting inside.

He exited the vehicle, 
slipping the Sig into the 
waistband of his pants, in 
that little hollow space at 
the small of the back. As he 
approached the Yukon, the 
driver’s side door opened, 
and a bare leg, long and 
tanned and shapely, ex-
tended out to the ground.

The woman was bru-
nette, tall and lithe, dressed 
casually in sneakers, white 
shorts and a blue and white 
polo shirt, looking like she 
had just stepped off the 
tennis court. Her hair was 
pulled back in a ponytail 
and she wore no make-up. 
Still, she looked consider-
ably younger than he knew 
her to be. 

“Janice?” he said, not 
really sure why the words 
came out as a question. 
There was no doubt in his 
mind who was standing be-
fore him.

Janice Craig was once a 
pretty big part of Quint’s 
life. They had begun dating 
in college, and continued 
after he had graduated and 
gone into business with his 
former college roommate, 
Dietrich Lamb, develop-
ing alternative fuels for 
the transportation industry. 
They had been together 
for several years—he and 
Janice, that is—but the 
relationship had ended 
abruptly when Quint inad-
vertently discovered that 
Janice was seeing Lamb, 

HURLEYVILLE – Be-
ginning in April, Sullivan 
County Historian John 
Conway will once again 
be offering a six-week long 
course on the county’s his-
tory, this time on Wednes-
day evenings at the Sul-
livan County Museum in 
Hurleyville.

Mr. Conway empha-
sizes that the material to be 
covered in this class is dif-
ferent from what has been 
covered in past versions 
of the course, so if partici-
pants have taken an earlier 
version they won’t be re-
hashing the same material.

“Of course, the facts 
remain the same,” Mr. 
Conway said, noting that 
the course will begin with 
the Native American pres-
ence in the area, and con-
tinue through the first Eu-
ropean settlement shortly 
before the Revolutionary 
War, on through the arrival 
of the railroad, the rise and 
fall of the resort industry, 
and what happened “af-
ter the fall,” including the 
Woodstock festival.

The course will run on 
six consecutive Wednes-
days beginning on April 

10, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at 
the County Museum, 265 
Main Street in Hurleyville. 
The cost of the course is 
$60 for all six classes, or 
participants can choose to 
sign up for fewer classes, 
in which case the cost is 
$10 per class. In any case, 
pre-registration and pre-

payment are required.
The course is conduct-

ed as a fundraiser for the 
non-profit history educa-
tion group, The Delaware 
Company.

Register by e-mail-
ing Mr. Conway as jcon-
way52@hotmail.com.

by Kathleen Sullivan

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
–  The Secretary of the 
Army awarded The Army 
Commendation Medal with 
Combat Device to U.S. 
Army Specialist Dominic 
O’Neil, the son of Kimberly 
O’Neil. John O’Neil and 
Anne Reed are Dominic’s 
proud grandparents.

Specialist O’Neil, a 
Hurleyville firefighter and 
Liberty High School gradu-
ate, received the award for 
his “commendable service 
while serving in support 
of Operation Inherent Re-
solve,” the operational name 
for the U.S. military inter-
vention against the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria. The 
award represents recogni-
tion for Specialist O’Neil’s 
dedication to excellence and 
his superior commitment to 
duty.

Ashley Feldman, daugh-
ter of Laurie Tremper-Feld-
man and Lee Feldman, has 
been advanced to Seaman in 
the U.S. Coast Guard.

In addition to her pro-

motion, Seaman Feldman, a 
graduate of Monticello High 
School, was honored for her 
outstanding efforts that led 
to a rescue on the Housa-
tonic River in Connecticut.  

She was a vital part of 
a team conducting an “Aids 
to Navigation” operation on 
the river.  The crew came 
upon a person desperately 
clinging to a kayak.  They 
realized that the kayaker 
was in danger of becoming 
hypothermic.  There was 
also the chance that the in-
dividual might be carried 
out into the middle of the 
Long Island Sound by the 
swift current in the river.  
The victim was safely res-

cued and transferred to the 
care of emergency medical 
services. Seaman Feldman’s 
training, awareness and per-
severance helped save a life.

FALLSBURG – Last 
October 10, 2018 was the 
inaugural Wellness Day 
for Fallsburg Junior High 
School. Created by the 
FCSD Wellness Commit-
tee, the activities includ-
ed healthy snacks offered 
during the eighth and 
seventh grade lunch pe-
riods. Providing healthy 
snacks at lunch time for 
9-12 graders occurred on 
January 16, 2019.

Food Service Di-
rector and member of 
the Wellness Commit-
tee, Dara Smith had 
specially roasted vegan 
butternut squash pieces 
cooked lightly in olive 
oil and cinnamon pre-
pared by the High School 
Food Services team. The 
squash was obtained 
from local Hudson Val-
ley farms. With very few 
exceptions, the students 
and staff thought it was 
fantastic.

MONTICELLO – Every 
year, local students create spe-
cial Valentine’s Day cards to 
brighten the lives of veterans. 
Last year, thanks to the efforts 
of teachers and students, more 
than 2,000 valentines were de-
livered to hospitalized veter-
ans at the VA medical centers 
in Castle Point and Albany. 

This year, the Sullivan 
County Veterans Service 
Agency will host a “Valen-
tines for Vets” exhibit in the 
lobby of the County Govern-
ment Center, 100 North St., 
Monticello.  

Valentine’s Day cards 
made by hundreds of area stu-

dents will be on display from 
Wednesday, February 13 
through Friday, February 15 
during the hours of 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m.  

The “Valentines for Vets” 

program is part of the Nation-
al Salute to Hospitalized Vet-
erans Week.

For further info, please 
contact the Veterans Office 
at 845-807-0233.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Dominic O’Neil

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Ashley Feldman

PHOTO PROVIDED 
FCSD senior Noel Garcia 
enjoys the roasted but-
ternut squash.
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MacArthur Quint grasped the Sig Sauer P229 pistol, while acknowledging to himself that it 
was not the way an average person might react.

Excerpted from a novel in progress by John Conway
Illustration by Carol Smith

as well, and when he con-
fronted her about it she had 
admitted that she had fall-
en in love with the bastard.

Quint had been devas-
tated by that revelation, 
though he had long ago re-
alized that he had to have 

been completely out of 
touch not to have recog-
nized the signs long before 
he found out for sure. He 
had accepted the blame for 
Janice looking elsewhere 
for the attention he had ob-
viously not shown her, but 

had been unable to forgive 
her for keeping that from 
him, and even more so, for 
allowing that attention to 
come from his friend and 
business partner.

When Janice told him she 
intended to marry Lamb, 

Quint had packed up his 
stuff and disappeared, lit-
erally in the middle of the 
night, enlisting in the Army 
shortly thereafter. That had 
been twenty years ago, and 
he had not laid eyes on 
Janice – or Dietrich Lamb, 
for that matter— since. 

Until now.
“Hello, Mac.”
He stood there silently, 

mostly because too many 
questions were flooding 
his mind to put into words. 
Why was she here? What 
did she want? How the hell 
had she ever found him? 
Why now, after all these 
years? While he was trying 
to think of something clev-
er to say, she spoke again, 
a bit awkwardly, it seemed 
to him.

“You’re looking well,” 
she said simply.

“What are you doing 
here, Janice?” he finally 
asked, shaking his head 
and shrugging his shoul-
ders.

She sort of smiled and 
nodded her head, as if to 
say, “So that’s how this is 
going to be…”

“I need your help, Mac,” 
she said. “I don’t know 

where else to turn.”
Quint scowled without 

really intending to. What 
nerve, he thought, to show 
up here unannounced ask-
ing for help after what had 
happened between them 
so many years ago. But 
should he just say that to 
her, he asked himself, or 
hold his tongue until she 
told him more about why 
she was there.

“What could you possi-
bly need my help with?” 
he asked.

”D-Lamb is dead,” she 
said. “And I think he was 
murdered.”

Readers were intro-
duced to Dietrich Lamb in 
the prologue to our story, 
which ran in last month’s 
edition of The Hurleyville 
Sentinel. Now we have 
our protagonist, the enig-
matic hermit, MacArthur 
Quint, confronting a blast 
from his past, Lamb’s 
wife—and Quint’s former 
girlfriend—Janice Craig. 
Learn more about this re-
lationship and about the 
death of Dietrich Lamb 
when Over Unity contin-
ues in a future edition.

Athletic Director 
and Chair of the Well-
ness Committee, Su-
zanne Lendzian was very 
pleased with everyone’s 
efforts to support the 
well-being of the School 
District. Special thanks 
go out to Wellness Com-
mittee members Colleen 
Emery of Sullivan Re-
naissance, Ilene Wizwer 
and Leah Exner for serv-
ing the snacks.



by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE-- 
The SUNY Sullivan wom-
en’s basketball team has had 
an up and down season so far 
in 2018-19, currently stand-
ing at 8 wins and 7 losses 
on the year, but statistically 
they have dominated confer-
ence play.

The Lady Generals, play-
ing their first year as a Di-
vision II school, led the 
conference in team scoring 
per game, team defense and 
scoring margin as January 
came to a close.

Paced by leading scorer 
Traynise Delaney, Sullivan 
is averaging 67.4 points per 
game in conference play ac-
cording to official NJCAA 
Region 15 statistics. The 

team’s defense is surrender-
ing 59.6 points per contest, 
resulting in an average mar-
gin of 7.7 points per game.

At press time, Ms. Del-
aney, a freshman, was the 
conference’s second leading 
scorer, with a 20.0 points per 
game average, trailing only 
Rockland’s Danielle McMa-
nus, who is averaging 27 per 
contest. 

Overall, Ms. Delaney is 
averaging 20.1 per game. 
Sophomore Jordan Meau-
rie-Pickett is the only other 
Lady General averaging in 
double figures, scoring at a 
10.5 points per game clip. 
Ms. Pickett leads the team 
in rebounding, hauling in 
9.1 caroms per game, just 
slightly ahead of freshmen 
Jade Walls and Jayda Allen, 

who are averaging 8.7 and 
8.6 rebounds per game re-
spectively.

Ms. Delaney tops the Lady 
Generals in assists, averag-
ing 4.3 per game. 

Sullivan has a busy month 
ahead, hosting SUNY Ulster 
and the Community College 
of Rhode Island at Paul Ger-
ry Fieldhouse on February 7 
and 9, then travelling to Val-
halla to take on Westchester 
County on February 14. The 
Lady Generals return home 
for a game with arch-rival 
SUNY Orange on February 
19, then close out the regu-
lar season with a road game 
against Hostos Community 
College in the Bronx on Feb-
ruary 21.

Post season play begins on 
March 2.

by John Conway

FALLSBURG—The 
basketball team from Sul-
livan County Community 
College, as it was known 
at the time, had little to 
celebrate 50 years ago 
this month, despite a neat 
90 – 89 win over KIings-
borough Community Col-
lege in New York.

The win was the first 
for the Generals after 20 
straight defeats.

Larry Spruill and Greg 
Jones combined for 50 
points in the Generals’ 
February 22, 1969 vic-
tory, but any hopes that 
snapping the year- long 
string of losses would 
turn things around for 
Sullivan was dashed just 
a few days later when a 
weak Dutchess County 
Community College team 
visited the Fallsburg gym. 
Dutchess beat Sullivan 
for the second time that 
season, winning the Mid-
Hudson Conference game 
89 – 78, and ensuring the 
Generals would remain in 
the conference standings 
basement. Mr. Spruill and 
Mr. Jones again led the 

way for Sullivan, com-
bining for 47 points.

One of the less obvious, 
but noteworthy aspects 
to the Generals lengthy 
lack of success at that 
time was the delight the 
Middletown Times Her-
ald-Record newspaper 
seemed to take in report-
ing the losses. The pa-
per’s reports of Sullivan 
losses during the streak 
often included phrasing 
that emphasized the on-
going futility of the team, 
which was perhaps not 
surprising in that in pre-
vious years Sullivan’s 
basketball team had con-
sistently bested arch-rival 
Orange County Commu-
nity College, based in the 
Record’s home city. 
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LADY GENERALS 
DOMINATING STATISTICALLY

Leading Hoop Conference in Offense and Defense

FIFTY YEARS AGO 
GENERALS SNAPPED 
LONG LOSING SKEIN

PHOTO BY JONATHAN HYMAN
Freshman Traynise Delaney (5) is the leading scorer for the Lady Generals this season.

SUNY SULLIVAN 
WELCOMES NEW RECRUITS
by John Conway

LOCH SHELDRAKE 
– Just prior to the team’s 
last home match of the 
season—a loss to a pow-
erful Lackawanna Col-
lege team on January 
22—the SUNY Sullivan 
Generals wrestling team 
said good –bye to two of 
its stars and hello to four 
new recruits, signed for 
the 2019-2020 season.

Coach Anthony Ng’s 
Generals have had an up 
and down season, but the 
progress over past years 
has been perceptible, and 
largely due to two sopho-
mores, 141 pounder Rob-
ert Satriano, the team 
captain,  and 184 pound-
er Jhavon innocent.

Coach Ng has consis-
tently praised the work 
ethic and leadership of 
both wrestlers, and noted 
that each of them plans 
to wrestle next year at 
a four year school.  Mr. 
Innocent is currently re-
covering from a knee in-
jury suffered in a match 
against Castleton College 
in which he was leading 
8-0. When he hurt the 
knee, he collapsed, and 
ended up being pinned as 
a result. He is expected to 
be back in action for the 
post season tournaments.

Mr. Satriano has been 
the Generals most con-
sistent winner all year, 
especially in the second 

half of the season. Both 
wrestler s will be diffi-
cult to replace, both on 
the mats and in the locker 
room.

The Generals an-
nounced the signing of 
letters of intent by four 
high school seniors from 
Sections 1 and 9. The 
signees include return-
ing section 9 champions 
Colby Amell  from Sau-
gerties High School and 
William Harrison from 
Port Jervis, as well as 
Section 1 wrestlers Greg 
Salavec of Brewster 
High School  and Dirani 
Haynes from Beacon. 

Mr. Amell and Mr. Har-
rison are defending Sec-
tion 9 champions.

“I am looking forward 
to the continued growth 
of the program with a 
new generation of proud 
Generals,” Coach Ng 
said.

The Generals will par-
ticipate in the Eastern 
District 1 Qualifying 
Tournament at Niagara 
Community College on 
February 16 and 17 and 
wrestlers who qualify 
will travel to the Nation-
al JUCO Championships 
beginning on February 
27.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Sophomore guard Kevin 
Smith continues to lead the 
Generals in scoring with 18.6 
points per game.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 
But have you ever stayed

to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 
Are people really playing

darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?
As it turns out, darts are

huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.
We’ve also got a home

team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 
It’s the Tuesday before

Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 
She is joined by her hus-

band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 
The basics: teams go

head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”
After listening some more,

I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.
“I tried the pool league we

have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”
Everything is done

through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 
“We’ve had some really

good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 
But for him, the best out-

come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 
Feeling so welcomed and

engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 
Believe it or not, despite

multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 
“We usually make play-

offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 
They say they’re amidst a

“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 
In any case, you don’t

have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE 
– The Generals men’s bas-
ketball team of SUNY Sul-
livan has started out 2019 
on a roll, and at press time 
have won nine of their last 
11 games, including a thrill-
ing 91-84 victory over the 
County College of Morris 
(NJ) on January 26.

The Generals have scored 
more than 100 points in 
three of those wins, and at 
press time stood at 12 – 5 on 
the season. Sullivan has ex-

ceeded 90 points in a game 
on four other occasions this 
season.

Sophomore guard Kevin 
Smith continues to lead the 
Generals in scoring with an 
18.6 points per game aver-
age. The six-foot-two-inch 
transfer from Pace Univer-
sity, who played his high 
school ball in New Haven, 
CT also leads the team in 
minutes played and is hitting 
better than 82 per cent of his 
free throws this season. 

Freshman forward Darius 
Lee is averaging 12.3 points 

per game, second best on the 
team, while freshman guard 
Tyiek Rivers is scoring at an 
11.1 ppg clip. Sophomore 
forward Arafat Shaibu aver-
ages 8.2 points and leads the 
team with 8.9 rebounds per 
contest.

Following a trip to North 
Branch, NJ to play Raritan 
Valley Community College, 
a team the Generals beat 
98-86 in Loch Sheldrake 
back in November, Sullivan 
returns home on February 
2 for a game against Bris-
tol Community College of 

Fall River, MA and then hits 
the road again for a contest 
against Rockland County 
Community College in Suf-
fern. The Generals beat up 
on the Hawks 121-72 in 
Loch Sheldrake on Decem-
ber 4.

After a February 9 home 
contest against ASA Col-
lege Brooklyn, the Generals 
don’t return home again until 
Tuesday, February 19, when 
they play the first of three 
games in four nights, host-
ing arch rival SUNY Orange 
at Paul Gerry Fieldhouse in 

a 7 p.m. match-up. Sullivan 
won the first game between 
the two schools back in De-
cember in Middletown, by 
an 82-61 score. Two nights 
later, Lackawanna College 
(PA) is in town for a 7 p.m. 
contest, and then on Satur-
day, February 23, the Gen-
erals close out their regular 
season with a trip to New 
Rochelle to take on the Mus-
tangs of Monroe College in a 
2 p.m. tilt. 

Postseason play begins on 
March 2 for those teams that 
qualify.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
6’9” sophomore forward Arafat Shaibu leads the Generals in re-
bounding and also contributes more than eight points per game.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
SUNY Sullivan wrestling coach Anthony Ng (left) with sopho-
mores Robert Satriano (second from left) and Jhavon Inno-
cent, who were honored before the Generals last home match 
of the season. Assistant Coach Richard Dennison is at right.

Region XV Men’s and Women’s DII 
Basketball tournaments to be hosted 
by SUNY Sullivan...

LOCH SHELDRAKE-  SUNY Sul-
livan has been selected to host the first 
ever NJCAA Region XV DII Men’s 
and Women’s Basketball Championship 
Tournament in March. SUNY Sullivan 
and the Paul Gerry Fieldhouse are no 
strangers to being a championship host, 
having hosted the NJCAA DIII Men’s 
Basketball National Championship 
Tournament seven times in the past. 
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